
Removal Recommendation for the Restrictions on Fish and Wildlife Consumption  
Beneficial Use Impairment in the Maumee Area of Concern 

 

The Ohio Lake Erie Commission and Ohio EPA are recommending the removal of the Restrictions on Fish and 
Wildlife Consumption Beneficial Use Impairment (BUI) in the Maumee Area of Concern (AOC).  

State of Ohio Restoration Target and Impairment Removal Criteria: 

State of Ohio Listing Guideline 

This beneficial use shall be listed as impaired if: 
 
An advisory or restriction to fish and wildlife consumption issued by the Ohio Department of Health in 
the AOC is more stringent than one meal per month or Lake Erie advisory.  

State of Ohio Restoration Target 
 

For fish consumption, in riverine waters fish consumption advisories issued by the Ohio Department 
of Health in the AOC are the same or less stringent than one meal per month AND in lake effected 
waters the fish consumption advisories issued by the Ohio Department of Health in the AOC are the 
same or less stringent than the Lake Erie advisories OR a study was conducted to demonstrate either 
(1) the source of contamination originates outside of the AOC or (2) the fish tissue concentrations 
within the AOC are not statistically different than non-AOC areas, reference sites or region-wide, 
background concentrations.  
 
For Wildlife Consumption, advisories issued by the Ohio Department of Health in the AOC are the 
same or less stringent than one meal per month.  

 
 

Background and Evaluation of Beneficial Use Impairment 

The Maumee Area of Concern covers 787 square miles encompassing the greater Toledo region that includes 
approximately 45 miles of Lake Erie shoreline and over 1,900 miles of stream in 11 independent watersheds, 
the lower 23 miles of the Maumee River, and a portion of Maumee Bay. Under the US-Canada Great Lakes 
Water Quality Agreement amendments the Area of Concern program was formed identifying the Maumee AOC 
as one of 43 Areas of Concern that exhibited such degrees of environmental degradation that they posed risks 
to the overall health of the Lakes, the wildlife that depend on them and the people that use the resources. The 
work of the Maumee AOC and its partners strives to improve water quality of the rivers and streams in the 
AOC by correcting and removing biological or chemical issues, also known as Beneficial Use Impairments 
(BUIs). The Maumee AOC originally had 10 of the 14 BUIs identified as impaired. Nine of BUIs remain 
impaired. Status of conditions for fish and wildlife consumption advisories were evaluated in the Maumee AOC 
and its applicable areas as it pertains to the BUI restoration target.   

 
Conclusion  
 
Since the impairment was designated over 30 years ago, consumption advisories in the Maumee AOC have 
become less restrictive as ongoing sources have been eliminated and contaminated sediment has been 
remediated. The Ohio AOC program concludes that the Restrictions for Fish and Wildlife Consumption in the 
Maumee AOC should be removed because: 
 
• All fish species in all waters of the Maumee AOC are safe to consume at a frequency of “one meal per 

month” or less restrictive, thus meeting the BUI Restoration Target for fish. 
 



• Snapping turtle muscle (meat) in the Ottawa River of the Maumee AOC are below the contaminant levels 
designated as safe to consume at a frequency of “one meal per month” or less restrictive, thus 
meeting the BUI Restoration Target for wildlife, even though an advisory remains as a precaution to 
minimize the possible exposure risk to contaminated fat bodies when cleaning/preparing snapping turtles 
for consumption. 

 
Turtles that were exposed to and bioaccumulated contaminants prior to contaminated sediment removed from 
the Ottawa River in 2010 may still reside in that watershed, since the life expectancy of snapping turtles in the 
wild ranges from 11 to 45 years. 
 
 
Removal Statement 
 
Based upon improvements over the years including the remediation of the Ottawa River and results of fish and 
wildlife consumption studies, Ohio EPA and Ohio Lake Erie Commission recommend the removal of the 
Restrictions on Fish and Wildlife Consumption BUI from the Maumee AOC.  
 
The full Draft BUI removal document can be viewed here. Comments will be accepted through August  5, 
2022. Comments can be emailed to Ohio EPA Maumee AOC Coordinator, Cherie Blair, at  
Cherie.Blair@epa.ohio.gov 
 

https://epa.ohio.gov/static/Portals/47/nr/DRAFT-MaumeeAOC-BUIRemovalRecommendation-FishandWildlifeConsumption.pdf
mailto:Cherie.Blair@epa.ohio.gov

