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Message from the Director
This year’s annual report highlights some of our many accomplishments as an
Agency during State Fiscal Year 2022 (SFY22).
We’ve accomplished much across all programs over the past fiscal year, including
significant permit activity, processing rule packages, funding drinking water and
wastewater infrastructure projects, and conducting several training and outreach
events.
One key focus area for Ohio EPA during SFY22 has been supporting Governor
DeWine’s water quality priorities under H2Ohio.
H2Ohio is a comprehensive, data-driven approach to long-term improvements in
water quality in the Lake Erie basin and statewide. H2Ohio focuses on reducing
phosphorus, creating wetlands, improving infrastructure, addressing failing septic
systems, and preventing lead contamination. H2Ohio is a collaborative effort
between the Ohio EPA, the Ohio Department of Agriculture, the Ohio Department
of Natural Resources, the Lake Erie Commission, and many external experts and
stakeholders invested in water quality improvements.
Ohio EPA is a proud partner in H2Ohio, and this annual report highlights projects that we are supporting to provide
drinking water and wastewater infrastructure to smaller, economically disadvantaged communities. In addition, we are
supporting the replacement of failing home septic systems in several Ohio counties and are addressing lead service line
mapping and replacement in Ohio communities.
In addition to these major water quality initiatives, Ohio EPA saw significant accomplishments in other program areas,
including continued improvements in air quality throughout the state. We continue to make progress on more
effectively managing wastes, increasing recycling, cleaning up tires, and supporting the redevelopment of brownfield
sites.
To help address complaints more efficiently and effectively, Ohio EPA opened a public access web portal for citizens to
submit environmental complaints in September 2021. Ohio EPA has investigated/evaluated more than 3,000 complaints
submitted through the system so far. Ohioans can access the complaint web portal via cell phones, tablets, or their home
computer.

Laurie A. Stevenson, Director
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Promoting Property Cleanup and Reuse
Brownfields
The brownfields program provides free assistance, including conducting environmental site assessments, technical
assistance, and training, to communities and their partners with brownfield revitalization projects. During SFY22, we
assisted 25 communities with site specific assessments totaling more than 518 acres of brownfield property across 23
counties.
Working cooperatively with the Ohio Department of Development and State Fire Marshal’s Bureau of Underground
Storage Tank Regulations, the program provided 10 communities with the prerequisite assessments to appl y for the
brownfield remediation program and abandoned gas station cleanup programs, leveraging $7,510,000 in cleanup
funding. Project successes include business expansion, commercial, and mixed-use development. Ohio EPA was awarded
a U.S. EPA grant for up to $2 million for a community-wide assessment grant.

Voluntary Action Program
The voluntary action program (VAP) allows companies to voluntarily investigate environmental contamination and, if
needed, cleanup a site. During SFY22, the program granted 20 covenants not to sue for cleanups completed in 15
counties totaling more than 714 acres, with an additional 18 projects currently under review. VAP staff have also
provided thousands of hours of technical assistance on an additional 75 ongoing cleanup projects. To assist in the
redevelopment of properties throughout the state, Ohio EPA launched VAP GIS tool which can used as a planning and
screening tool to determine if certain areas or properties meet urban setting designation as specified in Ohio
Administrative Code (OAC) rule 3745-300-10.

Hazardous Waste Management and Site Cleanup
Under Ohio EPA’s Federally delegated hazardous waste RCRA (Resource Conservation and Recovery Act) program, Ohio
EPA conducts inspections at facilities that generate, treat, store, and dispose of hazardous waste in Ohio. Of the nearly
570 various compliance monitoring evaluations throughout SFY22, only approximately 2.4 percent were referred for
escalated enforcement. We also ensure that companies provide adequate financial assurance to perform cleanup at
approximately 100 sites and continue to oversee 40 permitted treatment, storage, or disposal facilities by processing
permit applications/renewals and various modifications to existing permits.

Remedial Programs
The remedial program oversees state-led remediation projects that are not in the VAP or hazardous waste program. The
division oversaw investigation and cleanup activities at 110 sites in SFY22.
The hazardous waste remedial program completed three closure certifications during SFY22. For corrective action sites,
remediation progress is tracked using various environmental indicators. We achieved a total of 25 enviro nmental
indicators at various sites in SFY22. The ready for anticipated use indicator lists sites that have been restored through
remediation to meet residential or commercial/industrial standards. For SFY22, the program achieved this indicator for
10 sites, putting more than 500 acres of land back into reuse.

Superfund
Ohio EPA serves primarily in a regulatory support role to U.S. EPA for 55 Superfund program remedial sites in the state.
In 2021-2022, this support work included review and comment on seven five-year (remedy) reviews, and review and
concurrence on two records of decision (final cleanup plans) and two site deletions from the National Priority List. Ohio
EPA completed 12 Superfund program site assessment projects in 2021-2022. Ohio EPA’s superfund quality assurance
project plan was approved by U.S. EPA on March 23, 2022. Ohio EPA is providing ongoing regulatory support for four
Superfund removal action assessment and removal projects.
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Federal Facilities
The Federal facility program continues to oversee cleanup at sites operated by the Department of Defense and
Department of Energy. Major accomplishments at the U.S. DOE Portsmouth Gaseous Diffusion site included initiating
operations of the on-site waste disposal facility, air monitoring at five locations, and dismantlement and size reduction
of the 2,280’ long and 552’ wide X-326 gaseous diffusion building, covering approximately 29 acres.
U.S. DOE Portsmouth Gaseous Diffusion site X-326 during
demolition prep (left) and, viewed from above, after
approximately 80 percent demolished (below).

Central Waste, Mahoning County
This 46-acre municipal solid waste landfill located in Mahoning County ceased waste acceptance in 2012 and was
abandoned when the owners became bankrupt, and the corporation dissolved resulting in no viable owner to manage
the facility.
The closure project included final capping of 46 acres of waste placement, leachate management, and explosive gas
management at the cost of $4,329,375, which was funded by a financial bond established by the new facility owners. The
work was completed by a locally owned business and Ohio EPA’s contractor certified closure on Feb. 22, 2022.
Ohio EPA will oversee post-closure care of this landfill, including gas monitoring, leachate removal, and cap
maintenance. Additionally, Ohio EPA is working with the Ohio Department of Natural Resources to repurpose this site
for the community and potentially establish a pollinator environment (native flowers and grasses to attract native birds,
bees, butterflies, etc.) around and on the landfill cap.

RG Steel/WCI, Trumbull County
Ohio EPA's Northeast District Office has been engaged in projects to facilitate the redevelopment of this site for several
years. These projects came to completion in 2021. The Division of Materials and Waste Management (DMWM) oversaw
the closure of two residual waste landfills. Through this project, more than 780,000 yards of industrial waste was
beneficially reused. The remaining waste was consolidated into one landfill and closed in place.
The Division of Environmental Response and Revitalization (DERR) facilitated the remediation of an additional 396
acres, and on March 4, 2021, Ohio EPA issued its full approval of the remediation. The property is limited to commercial
or industrial land use and has prohibitions on ground water extraction and use. Building occupancy is limited in specific
areas unless certain conditions are met. An operation and maintenance and risk mitigation plan are also in place.
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Copperweld Property, Trumbull County
DERR initiated and completed a project to close historical lagoons in Warren at the former Copperweld property. The
lagoons, which still contained sludge, had not been used since the 1990s and a bankruptcy settlement was finalized in
2002 setting aside funds for lagoon closure. DERR worked closely with authorities to locally source fill materials for the
approximately 10-acre lagoon capping project. The closure of the lagoons will allow for future redevelopment of the
property to benefit the community.

Aerial of lagoons prior to capping progress, pre-seeding activities.

Lear Corporation, Muskingum County
The city of Zanesville has been plagued with unsightly demolition debris piles located on Linden Avenue at the former
Lear property since 2015. The debris piles were directly adjacent to many single-family homes and several restaurants
and were the direct result of unlawful demolition without prior notice to Ohio EPA. Over the past two years, Ohio EPA
has been working directly with the city of Zanesville, Muskingum County Landbank, and their consultants in a
collaborative effort to remove the debris piles, asbestos containing materials, and tires in an environmentally safe
manner. Next steps include additional investigations into former ground water contamination and determine
appropriate remedial measures if necessary.

Quarry Trails Metro Park, Franklin County
Quarry Trails Metro Park, which opened in December 2021, was a former
quarry and landfill that has been transformed into a new metro park for the
city of Columbus. The site used to be one of the largest contiguous quarries
in the United States. The limestone mined was used in many places
throughout central Ohio including the Ohio Statehouse.
This site was cleaned up by a third party through Ohio EPA’s Voluntary
Action Program. The metro park contains a mountain bike park,
canoeing/fishing spots and many trails to hike.
Adjacent to the metro park, a residential community is being built that will
have about 1,300 units between apartments and homes. The site will be
located within five miles of 350,000 residents who will now be able to use
this repurposed and revitalized land for many years to come.
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Ensuring Safe and Reliable Drinking Water
Supporting Ohio’s Public Water Systems
The Division of Drinking and Ground Waters (DDAGW) staff work closely with
Ohio’s public water systems and professional operators to ensure operations
are maintained and continue to meet Safe Drinking Water Act requirements.
DDAGW staff performed 1,853 on-site visits to Ohio public water systems,
inspecting treatment plants and distribution systems, ensuring new wells are
properly located and installed, and providing source water protection inventories. DDAGW also responded to 68 afterhours disruption of service reports to ensure safe water service was restored as quickly as possible.

Asset Management
As part of the asset management program’s long-term implementation rules, public water systems must submit metrics
that are used as objective performance measures of the system’s operation and management. In 2021, 4,145 out of 4,335
reported public water systems reported their 2020 metrics. In June of 2022, the Drinking Water Online Portal (DROP)
opened for 2021 metrics reporting with easier to use forms. To date, 191 systems have reported. This data will be used
to identify long-term trends and help Ohio EPA determine where to focus technical and financial assistance. DDAGW has
started the process of reviewing and improving the Asset Management Rules for the 5-year rule review.

Response to Water Quality Challenges at Public Water Systems
Ohio EPA leverages financial resources through our SRF programs to address some of the state’s most significant water
quality challenges, including harmful algal blooms and nutrient loading. Loans totaling nearly $86 million were awarded
during SFY22 through the WPCLF and WSRLA programs for infrastructure improvements and equipment to reduce
phosphorus and nitrogen and to address impacts to drinking water from harmful algal blooms.
Ohio EPA manages and coordinates response to algal bloom reports, maintains the website ohioalgaeinfo.com and a
cyanotoxin database, and provides technical assistance and training related to HAB sampling procedures, treatment
optimization, reservoir management and other related topics. HAB program highlights from SFY22 include:
• Finalized and implemented the 2020 Ohio HAB Recreational Response Strategy in coordination with ODH and
ODNR.
• Implemented the PWS HAB Strategy and provided technical assistance to Public Water systems to ensure no
cyanotoxins were detected above the action level.
• Complete 5-year rule review for the HAB Rules and finalized in June 2022.

New Waterford Village Improvements
Since 2016, New Waterford Village (Columbiana County) has been working with the Water Supply Revolving Loan
Account (WSRLA) to complete various projects to ensure safe and reliable drinking water for the community. The
system is considered disadvantaged based upon MHI and population and received more than $2.8 million in principal
forgiveness out of a total of $6.6 million in loans.
Through the 10 projects completed, the village has installed
new greensand filters and chemical feed pumps, increased
chlorine contact time, installed two new high-service pumps,
replaced thousands of feet of failing or undersized
waterlines, eliminated multiple dead ends and added mixing
to two storage tanks.
As a result of these improvements, the village system went
from 43 percent water loss in 2016 to less than 10 percent
now, increased electrical efficiency, and reduced staff time
required in the plant. The village also worked to tie in the
Crestview Local schools by constructing an 18,500-foot
waterline and booster station.
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Improving Wastewater and Drinking Water Infrastructure
In SFY22, Ohio EPA’s state revolving fund (SRF) loan programs, administered through the Division of Environmental and
Financial Assistance (DEFA), provided millions of dollars to help Ohio communities improve drinking and wastewater
infrastructure.
Through the Water Pollution Control Loan Fund (WPCLF), Ohio EPA offers financial and technical assistance to public
entities (villages, cities, counties, and sewer districts) for wastewater-related projects, including improving wastewater
plants, replacing sewers, eliminating sewer infiltration/inflow, addressing unsewered areas and infrastructure
improvement to address combined sewer overflows. During SFY22, Ohio EPA awarded more than $787 million in
WPCLF loans to Ohio communities. Nearly $18 million in principal forgiveness was made available to provide collection
capacity in unsewered areas and address other infrastructure priorities, particularly in economically disadvantaged and
small communities.
In SFY22, health departments in 73 counties applied for up to $150,000 each to distribute funding under the Household
Sewage Treatment System (HSTS) repair and replacement program. Since the program began, more than $70 million has
been awarded, over $48 million has been disbursed, and approximately 3,500 systems have been repaired or replaced.
Ohio EPA’s Water Supply Revolving Loan
Account (WSRLA) provides financial
assistance to communities for planning,
design, construction, and improvements
to public drinking water systems.
In SFY22, Ohio EPA awarded more than
$219 million to help communities
address drinking water infrastructure
needs. Small, disadvantaged
communities received about $15 million
in principal forgiveness funding. More
than $13 million in zero percent interest
rate funding was made available for
regionalization projects to bring public
drinking water to underserved areas.
Ohio EPA continued to administer
funding through the H2Ohio initiative –
Governor DeWine’s comprehensive
strategy for improving water quality and
public health throughout Ohio. In SFY22, $10 million in H2Ohio funding was awarded for drinking water lead
remediation ($4.325 million), drinking water and wastewater infrastructure projects ($3.9 million), home sewage
treatment system replacements ($575,000), and in statewide technical assistance ($1.2 million). In many cases, H2Ohio
funding is leveraging other state or federal funding sources and is making a huge difference through relatively small
investments.

Ohio BUILDS
Ohio EPA partnered with the Ohio Department of Development to invest $250 million in Ohio BUILDS grants for water
and wastewater infrastructure projects in all of Ohio’s 88 counties. Governor DeWine created the Ohio BUILDS water
infrastructure grant program to reduce or eliminate the local financial burden associated with critical infrastructure
needs such as the construction of new water systems, the replacement of aging water lines, and the installation new
water mains. The Ohio BUILDS water infrastructure grants were funded by the Ohio General Assembly as part of House
Bill 168.
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Addressing Scrap Tires
Cleanup and Remediation
For more than two decades, Ohio EPA has worked diligently to address the problem of illegal scrap tire dumping. In the
late 1980s, an estimated 47 percent of all scrap tires generated in the state were unaccounted for and presumably open
dumped or otherwise improperly disposed. This was a huge problem, considering that Ohio citizens generate, on
average, 11 million scrap tires per year.
Today, Ohio EPA oversees a comprehensive regulatory framework for scrap tire management including transportation,
collection, storage, recovery, disposal, beneficial use, remediation, and market development. During SFY22, Ohio EPA’s
scrap tire remediation program completed 162 projects, resulting in the removal of more than 1,470 tons of scrap tires
(or 133,640 passenger tire equivalents) through clean-up efforts totaling approximately $466,000. Funding for cleanup
comes from scrap tire collection and disposal fees.

Preventing Mosquito-Borne Illnesses
In SFY22, Ohio EPA awarded more than $813,600 in grant funding to 48 local health departments and one local
municipality for mosquito control activities, including nearly $250,000 to remove scrap tires that provide an ideal
breeding environment for mosquitos. The Sidney-Shelby County Health Department received a mosquito control grant
for the first time. A full list of grant recipients is available here.
Mosquito control grants specifically target:
• mosquito surveillance;
• larval control;
• adult mosquito control, such as spraying where mosquito presence poses a risk to public health;
• community outreach; and
• breeding source reduction, including trash or tire removal.
Grants are issued in collaboration with the Ohio Department of Health’s l arger effort to mitigate the potential for an
outbreak of mosquito-borne viruses. Over the last five years, Ohio EPA and the Ohio Department of Health have awarded
$6.7 million to local health departments and communities for mosquito control programs.

Alternative Uses for Waste
Beneficial Use Program
Ohio’s beneficial use program promotes the diversion of solid
and industrial waste from landfill disposal in a manner that is
protective of human health and the environment. The program
includes various permitting mechanisms to authorize specific
waste types and end uses. The most common beneficial use
activities are land application for agronomic benefit, soil
blending, and structural fill.
In calendar year 2021, 446,705 tons of solid and industrial waste
were beneficially used as shown on the chart. Waste types
included brewery waste, cement kiln dust, clay spoils from
porcelain manufacturing, dredge materials, drinking water
treatment materials, flue gas desulfurization gypsum, foundry
sand, and sewage sludge incinerator ash.
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Recycling of Construction and Demolition Debris
On April 18, 2022, Ohio EPA adopted rules under Senate Bill 2 (132nd General Assembly) for construction and
demolition debris (C&DD) processing facilities to help ensure the safe and responsible management and recycling of
C&DD materials.
These rules require permitting/licensing, financial assurance,
operational requirements, and closure for standalone C&DD
processing facilities Ohio EPA worked with local health
departments, industry, and other stakeholders during the
development of these rules. This new program will be implemented
later this year to support the C&DD processing industry. Rules for
processing facilities located at C&DD landfills (called co-located
C&DD processing facilities) will be issued during calendar year
2022.

Dredge Material
On April 4, 2022, the Controlling Board approved the Office of Budget and Management’s request to establish
appropriation authority in the amount of $45 million for construction of Dredge Material Processing Facilities on behalf
of Ohio EPA to use federal funds made available under the federal American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) of 2021. This
appropriation supports grants to four Ohio communities for the construction of dredge material processing facilities in
the following four harbors on Lake Erie:
• Conneaut: $9 million
• Fairport: $11.3 million
• Lorain: $15 million
• Toledo: $9 million
These dredge material processing facilities will receive and dewater sediment to facilitate its beneficial use. Once dry,
the sediment will be excavated, and soil blends created and sold as marketable soil. Marketable soil commodities will be
created for distribution into the local market including construction, horticulture, and land development.

On June 28, 2022, the grant award agreement to the City of
Conneaut was executed by Ohio EPA for constructing the
Conneaut Creek Dredge Material Facility on property
leased from Canadian National Railway. Each year,
approximately 75,000 cubic yards of sediment dredged
from Conneaut Harbor will be hydraulically unloaded into
the facility.

On May 19, 2022, the grant award agreement to the Lake
Development Authority (LDA) was executed by Ohio EPA
for construction of the North Park Sediment and Materials
Recycling Facility for dredged sediment from Fairport
Harbor. The facility will receive dredged sediment every
other year with an average volume of 180,000 cubic yards
per dredge cycle. It will be able to accommodate dredged
sediment over the next two decades.
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The City of Lorain will be constructing the Black River
dredge material beneficial use facility for sediment
dredged from Lorain Harbor. The facility will be
constructed on an approximately 90-acre site within the
city’s reclamation site at river mile 2.9. Dredged sediment
will be hydraulically unloaded into innovative dewatering
devices called GeoPools.

Toledo Harbor Hydraulic Placement of Dredged Sediment
into Facility 3, 2020. Photo courtesy of Joe Cappel, ToledoLucas County Port Authority.
In Toledo Harbor, the Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority
will complete additional upgrades to expand the capacity
of confined disposal Facility 3. Facility 3 currently receives
over 650,000 cubic yards of dredged sediment as an
alternative to open-lake placement.

Assessing and Protecting Ohio’s Water Quality
Addressing Stormwater from Industrial Facilities
The NPDES industrial stormwater general permit was renewed and became effective on June 1, 2022. This is the seventh
generation of this statewide general permit. This general permit covers new and existing point source discharges of
stormwater associated with industrial activity to surface waters of the State. The general permit requires the
development and implementation of a stormwater pollution prevention plan (SWPPP). The purpose of implementing an
SWPPP is to minimize or eliminate the potential for contamination of stormwater by industrial activities. Approximately
2,700 Ohio facilities are subject to this general permit.

Mentor Marsh Salt Fill – Lake County
The Mentor Marsh, a 600-acre forested wetland, was made a National Natural Landmark in 1966. Shortly after, waste
salt from a nearby mine was placed in the southeast corner of the marsh, which contaminated the water with salt and
killed the native plants.
The first environmental study of salt contamination in the
Marsh was in 1970. Subsequently, three attempts, dating back
to 1972, were conducted to address salt leaching by placing fly
ash over the salt fill, culverting, and relocating Blackbrook
Creek.
In 2019, Ohio EPA and the Ohio Attorney General signed a
Consent Order with Osborne Company and the estate of
Jerome Osborne. The Order allocated $10.6 million to
remediate the salt fill and required the land be donated to the
Lake County Land Reutilization Corporation. The intent is to
transfer the land to the Cleveland Museum of Natural History
following remediation. Excavation of the salt fill began in the
summer of 2022. Material will be taken to a local solid waste
disposal facility.
Page 9 of 19

Ohio EPA SFY22 Annual Report

August 2022

Maumee AOC
Two beneficial use impairments (BUIs) have had all management action projects (MAPs) completed and data collected
necessary to start the delisting process. BUI 1 (fish and wildlife consumption) has a final removal package developed
and is ready to move through the process. The package for BUI 11 (aesthetics) is expected early in FY23. Data collection
and evaluation continues for BUI 4 (deformities and tumors), BUI 7 (dredging), BUI 10a (beach closings/advisories), and
BUI 8b (eutrophication). Additional projects are not yet identified for these areas but may be needed if existing
remediation efforts have not met the goals.
In 2018, 20 projects were identified that, when complete, would achieve the restoration target for BUI 14b (loss of
wildlife habitat). Of these 20 projects, 11 were completed by early 2022 and funding has been secured for the remaining
eight projects, estimated to be complete by early FY24. Together, these projects will restore nearly 3,500 acres of
wildlife habitat within the Maumee AOC with a total investment of $27 million.

Maumee Watershed Nutrient TMDL
In 2020, the Maumee Watershed Nutrient TMDL was identified as a high priority for the agency , and TMDL development
began. In FY22, the loading analysis plan, step three of a five step development process, was completed, and a draft of
step four, the preliminary modeling results, was published for comment. Starting in October 2021, monthly webinars
were held to update stakeholders on project developments, and other workgroups and meetings were held to keep
stakeholders informed and engaged.

Large River Survey
Ohio EPA completed the large river census survey in 2021. This project involved the collection of samples from 165 sites
on Ohio’s 38 large river assessment units. Samples included water chemistry, fish, macroinvertebrates, habitat and
continuous pH, conductivity, and dissolved oxygen sampling. Additionally, a second round of focused sampling on the
lower Great Miami River occurred. Based on the result of the 2020 large river work, 14 sites were resampled. Sample
analysis and data review is on-going. The result of the data will be included in the 2024 Integrated Report and on Ohio
EPA’s website.

Improving Air Quality
Permitting
During SFY22, the Division of Air Pollution Control (DAPC) issued more than 1,890 permitting actions and 549 permitby-rule authorizations. Ohio EPA issued several major installation permits this year, including permits for Harrison
Power, a 1,085 MW natural gas turbine-based power plant, and First Solar, a solar panel manufacturing facility. In
addition, we are currently working on the Intel microchip manufacturing facility in Central Ohio.

Attaining the 2010 Sulfur Dioxide Standard
On June 22, 2010, U.S. EPA set a lower one-hour sulfur dioxide (SO2) standard of 75 parts per billion (ppb). The
Muskingum River area of Ohio continues to be classified as nonattainment for this new standard. Ohio EPA added an
additional monitor in the area to demonstrate that the air quality is meeting the SO2 standard for the public. Based on
current air quality data, the entire state now meets the 2010 sulfur dioxide standard and Ohio EPA is working with U.S.
EPA to submit an acceptable attainment plan and redesignate the remaining nonattainment area.

2015 Ozone Standard
On Oct. 1, 2015, U.S. EPA revised the air quality standard for ozone, replacing the 2008 eight-hour standard of 75 ppb
with a standard of 70 ppb. Three Ohio areas – Cleveland, Cincinnati, and Columbus – did not meet the standard and were
designated nonattainment by U.S. EPA. On Aug. 21, 2019, the Columbus area, which includes Delaware, Fairfield,
Franklin, and Licking counties, was the first area in the country to be recognized by U.S. EPA as attaining this standard.
On Feb. 11, 2022, U.S. EPA proposed to recognize the Cincinnati area has also attained the standard. Ohio EPA expects
U.S. EPA to finalize the proposal in the summer of 2022. The Cleveland area continues to exceed the standard and Ohio
EPA is working to develop plans to bring that area into attainment in accordance with Clean Air Act deadlines.
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Reducing Diesel Emissions
Ohio EPA awarded more than $18.1 million in grants this year to support projects that will reduce emissions from aging
diesel engines, including retiring and replacing existing engines with cleaner alternatives powered by compressed
natural gas, all-electric, hydrogen fuel cell, and new diesel engines. These projects are expected to reduce more than 62
tons of annual emissions of nitrogen oxides (ozone smog precursors), fine particulates (soot particles), carbon
monoxide, and hydrocarbons.
Funding for these projects combined grants from U.S. EPA under the Diesel Emission Reduction Act, Congestion
Mitigation and Air Quality funds awarded to the Ohio Department of Transportation from the Federal Highway
Administration, and Ohio’s share of the Volkswagen Diesel Mitigation Trust Fund (DMTF) resulting from settlement of a
civil case in federal court.
During FY22, Ohio EPA opened a round of grant nominations to
install DC fast charging stations for electric vehicles (EVs) along
Ohio’s major highway corridors, with $8 million in funds
available. Ohio EPA is reviewing more than $80 million in
applications received.
Ohio EPA also used DMTF to award the first round of funding for
Level 2 (slow) electric vehicle charging stations. A total of $3.2
million was awarded to help install 627 new charging ports in 22
Ohio counties. Level 2 chargers have been installed and are
operating at 44 locations, using funds awarded last year.

Spill Response
The Office of Emergency Response (OER) operates 24 hours a day, 365 days a year to respond to environmental
emergencies. This fiscal year’s field deployment metrics include enhanced consultation with emergency response
management prior to deployment. Each deployment decision was approved by the OER chain of command.
A total of 1,952 valid incidents were reported to Ohio EPA’s spill hotline, including:
• 227 reports of non-emergency matters;
• 580 incidents that required an immediate or delayed field response; and
• 1,145 were incidents managed by OER via phone through on scene local response partners and follow up by
OER responders.
The top six product types of spilled material removed/recovered during environmental emergency response action are
listed below. The amount shown is the amount recovered and does not include any other material generated in the
process of mitigating the imminent threat posed by the spilled material.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

99,939 gallons of manure.
108,118 gallons of spilled fuel (diesel, gasoline, fuel oil, etc.).
4,111 gallons of brine.
5,661 gallons of crude oil.
17,659 gallons of HAZMAT and liquid corrosives.
21,695 gallons of transformer oil.
83 orphan or abandoned drums/containers of various chemicals.
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Keeping Businesses in Compliance
The Division of Environmental and Financial Assistance’s (DEFA) Office of Compliance Assistance and Pollution
Prevention (OCAPP) responded to more than 21,600 environmental assistance requests from Ohio businesses,
communities, and other organizations. This includes assistance in completing more than 1,000 forms, including permit
applications and other Ohio EPA paperwork, and hosting 41 webinars covering a variety of topics, including
environmental compliance, funding, and reporting. More than 15,000 people participated in DEFA’s webinars or viewed
our archived library of training materials. DEFA also continued the In Your Community series of webinars focused on
environmental issues that have an impact at the local level.

Effective Enforcement Approaches to Benefit Ohio
In March of this year, the state of Ohio entered into a consent judgment with the Monsanto Company (Hamilton County)
to resolve claims brought by the state of Ohio, through the Ohio Attorney General, alleging environmental impairments
and natural resource damages related to PCBs. The action was originally brought by then Attorney General Mike
DeWine. After a great deal of coordination and hard work by the Ohio Attorney General’s Office, the Ohio Environmental
Protection Agency, the Department of Natural Resources, the Department of Agriculture and the Department of Health,
Monsanto agreed to pay the state $80 million dollars to settle the claims. Part of the settlement will repay the state for
expenses it incurred in pursuing the litigation. The remainder of the settlement amount, approximately $63 million, will
be administered by a board created as part of the settlement. The board will consist of representatives of the
aforementioned agencies and the Attorney General. The board can consider projects for funding which address PCB
contamination and other projects which address environmental risks to citizens and their communities. The board will
make its recommendations for project funding to the director of Ohio EPA.

Promoting Environmentally Sustainable Practices
DEFA’s recycling and litter prevention grant program awards competitive grant funding to support recycling community
development, market development, litter management, and scrap tire management. In SFY22, the program awarded
more than $6 million to support 103 projects impacting communities throughout the state. The program supports
projects that encourage sustainable practices, stimulate economic growth, and support li tter prevention efforts.
In 2019, Ohio EPA awarded The Recycling Partnership nearly $320,000 to develop and create an anti -contamination
education and outreach campaign aimed at improving the quality of curbside recycling that could be replicated
throughout the state. This pilot project was a collaborative effort between six Ohio communities, their local solid waste
districts, and recyclers. More than 147,000 households were impacted by this project, resulting in significant curbside
recycling contamination reductions. The final product of this nearly three-year project, released in 2021, was a new
curbside recycling contamination reduction kit designed to provide steps, tools, and resources to help improve the
quality of community curbside recycling programs.
Ohio EPA’s encouraging environmental excellence (E3) program recognized 15 businesses and organizations for
achievements in environmental stewardship. The encouraging environmental excellence in education program (E4) has
recognized 15 K – 12 public or private schools for their achievements in environmental stewardship since 2019. And
eight communities were recognized in the Encouraging Environmental Excellence in Communities program.
The Ohio Materials Marketplace (OMM), a free, online platform for Ohio businesses, non-profits, and government
organizations to help reuse materials that would otherwise go to landfills, has 1,280 members, saving $300,000 with
more than 130 million pounds of material repurposed.
Ohio EPA offered its third sustainability conference virtually from Sept. 21 through Sept. 23, 2021, with more than 1,400
people logging on to eight different sessions and interacting virtually.
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Exploring Environmental Science and Engineering Careers
Agency efforts encouraging students to explore environmental science and engineering careers continued this year, in
both virtual and in-person programs. Ohio EPA staff members partnered with the Environmental Education Council of
Ohio and 450 volunteer career ambassadors statewide to speak with 14,405 middle school, high school, and college
students through career fairs and classroom presentations. The partners also mentored 29 students, offered 71 college
internships and job shadowing opportunities to allow high school students to observe environmental professionals at
work.
The Ohio Environmental Education Fund (OEEF) sponsored the Future City engineering competition for middle school
teams, and the Ohio Envirothon challenging high school teams to demonstrate their knowledge of Ohio soils, water,
forests, wildlife, and current issues. Ohio EPA provided $62,500 to support State Science Day and 25 Governor’s Awards
for Excellence in Environmental Protection Research by students in grades 7-12.

Environmental Education and Scholarships
Twenty OEEF grants totaling $348,353 were awarded for environmental education projects targeting pre-school
through university students and teachers, the general public, and the regulated community. Funding comes from one
half the civil penalties Ohio EPA collects for air and water pollution violations.
Nine rising college seniors received $5,000 scholarships to help them complete their degree programs in environmental
science and engineering fields at John Carroll University, Miami University, Oberlin College, the Ohio State University,
and the University of Cincinnati. These students’ research topics included urban ecological restoration, disaster recovery
and community resilience, predicting waves overtopping coastal levees for flood protection systems, impacts of L ake
Erie turbidity on fish predator-prey interactions, shielding outdoor light fixtures to reduce light pollution, detecting
Hellbender salamanders and other sensitive species from environmental DNA in streams, color morphology distribution
of Eastern Screech owls, and light detection applications for solar cells and electric aircraft.

Employee Development and Strategic Management
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
Through coordination with DAS, Ohio University, and others, the Agency is working to provide training to both staff and
leadership to help foster a workplace of diversity, equity, and inclusion.

Helping New Employees Succeed
The Agency created a checklist for supervisors to help guide new employees from the onboarding process through the
probationary period and worked with divisions and offices to generate a professional development plan library and
template.
The new employee welcome Microsoft Teams site is a collaborative space for employees with less than six months
experience at Ohio EPA. New employees can ask a general question about the Agency or local area and communicate
with other new employees in their office, division, or region of the state who may share common interests.

Developing and Enhancing Agency Leaders
Each round of Ohio EPA’s leadership program, offered through coordination with Ohio University, provides 30
bargaining unit and exempt staff with nine training workshops designed to build leadership skills. One cohort completed
training in November 2021 while a second started in March 2022 with a scheduled completion date during SFY23.

Continuous Improvement for Agency Management
Peer lead management collaboration forums encourage supervisors and managers to share new skills, brainstorm ideas,
and identify topics for future discussions. These forums provide opportunities to enhance dialogue among management
regarding techniques, resources, and challenges while facilitating awareness of management-specific issues and
resources. Peer leaders who facilitate the forums provide feedback to senior management. As the forums identify
additional needed resources, they are made available through the Teams site.
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Performance Management
In November 2021, through coordination with DAS, exempt employees were able to participate in an interactive virtual
training focused on position description development. Beginning in February 2022, performance evaluation trainings
were provided to all employees, including a series of management-specific courses on using the performance
management system. Each training was recorded and is available to employees and management through Ohio Learn.

Training Communication
Training spotlights and digests posted on the Agency’s intranet highlighted resources and tips for working remotely,
including topics such as managing staff, improving work-life balance, and online training resources. Quarterly learning
digests were initiated in January 2022 and include a spotlight training topic, and available training opportunities within
Ohio EPA, through other state agencies, and from externa655l sources.

Performance Dashboard
The Agency continues to highlight various statistics and information about the important work we do and the progress
we are making toward environmental improvements and operational efficiency. Dashboards for this, and previous fiscal
years, can be found online at epa.ohio.gov/monitor-pollution/reports.
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Rules – Summary (from 07/01/2021 – 06/30/2022)
The attached table contains those rules which were filed with the Joint Committee on Agency Rule Review. This includes all rules adopted, amended, rescinded,
and filed as no change within the summary timeframe, the number of rules in the rule package, a brief description of the rule package, and an indication of
whether or not the rules were reviewed under the five-year rule review provision, and whether or not the rules went through the Common Sense Initiative
Office.
# of
Rules

5YRR

CSIO
Review

Effective Date

Amended to do the following:
1. Address the Nov. 20, 2019, Pre-Publication Notice signed by the U.S. EPA
Administrator that either rescinds, retains and/or modifies requirements to the final
2017 Risk Management Plan Amendments Rule.
2. Add definitions for Confidential Business Information and LEPC (local emergency
planning committee).
3. Correlate with U.S. EPA's annual notification drill requirements and emergency
response agency coordination efforts for all covered facilities.
4. Reflect exercise requirements for responding facilities, including field and tabletop
exercises.
5. Reflect the current terminology for Safety Data Sheets (formerly Material Safety Data
Sheets).
6. Require a public meeting to be held within 90 days of an RMP reportable incident that
had offsite impacts.

40

Y

Y

08/05/2021

Primary Drinking
Water Standards

Amendments for grammar, reference corrections, and minor revisions for identification of
sample requirements. Clarification that failure to comply with reporting requirements
except for the requirement to submit a general plan is a treatment technique violation.

5

Y

Y

8/5/2021

DAPC

Anti-tampering

Contains the prohibition on tampering with or disabling emission control equipment on
motor vehicles and the requirements for inspections of vehicles to determine if tampering
has occurred. These rules implement a portion of Title II of the Clean Air Act in Ohio.

3

Y

Y

8/5/2021

DAPC

Inspection and
Maintenance

Contain the requirements for the enhanced automobile inspection and maintenance
program (E-Check). Minor amendments requested by JCARR.

4

Y

Y

8/7/2021

DMWM

Construction &
Demolition Debris
Processing Facilities

A C&DD processing facility is a location used to process, transfer, or recycle C&DD. These
address issuance of permits to install (PTI) and annual licenses as well as requirements for
the location, design, construction, operation, and closure of C&DD processing facilities.

27

N

Y

4/6/2022

DDAGW

Secondary Maximum Describes and establishes monitoring requirements and definitions for secondary
Contaminant Levels
maximum contaminant levels.

3

Y

Y

No-change Not applicable

Division

Rule Package

Rule Package Description

DAPC

Accidental Release
Prevention

DDAGW
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# of
Rules

5YRR

CSIO
Review

Effective Date

These address the requirements and procedure to obtain authorization to add bulk liquids
to a municipal solid waste landfill for the purpose of studying waste stabilization. These
rules implement the federal RD&D program for Subtitle D landfills, specifically the part of
the program pertaining to the liquids restrictions.

10

Y

Y

12/20/2021

Haz Waste 2020

Hazardous Waste Management Program rules to achieve the required 5-year review of
several rules, and to correct some errors and typos.

75

Y

Y

9/29/2021

DERR

Haz Waste 2020

Hazardous Waste Management Program rules to correct some errors and typos.

14

N

Y

9/29/2021

DDAGW

Primary Drinking
Water Standards

Establishes regulations for primary drinking water contaminants.

5

Y

Y

No-change Not applicable

DMWM

Outdated Modes

5

N

Y

1/31/2022

DERR

Outdated Modes

4

N

Y

1/31/2022

DAPC

Outdated Modes

6

N

Y

1/31/2022

DDAGW

Outdated Modes

5

N

Y

3/1/2022

DSW

Outdated Modes

The purpose of these rule makings is to remove outdated modes of communication and to
reduce adverse impacts to the regulated community. In a joint rulemaking effort, the
Lieutenant Governor's office and Ohio EPA have identified instances where outdated
modes of communication, such as paper mail, facsimile, or newspaper, are required. Also
identified were rules that contained the requirement for regulated entities to submit
multiple copies of a document. To reduce adverse impacts to regulated entities and to
provide modern options, Ohio EPA is releasing drafts containing only amendments to
those instances.

2

N

Y

1/31/2022

DAPC

Sulfur Dioxide
Regulations

The rules set limits, testing and recordkeeping requirements for emissions of sulfur
dioxide from sources in the state of Ohio.

92

Y

Y

4/3/2022

DSW

Beneficial Use
Designations

Includes changing the beneficial use designations for some water bodies, adding water
bodies that are currently undesignated to the rules, and verifying existing beneficial use
designations already listed.

4

Y

Y

7/18/2022

DAPC

Small Business
Technical Assistance

Fulfills a mandate of Section 507 of the Clean Air Act for states to establish a small
business assistance program. Updating information on the version and availability of
documents referenced in this chapter and fixing a typographical error.

2

Y

N

2/4/2022

DAPC

Small Business
Technical Assistance

Fulfills a mandate of Section 507 of the Clean Air Act for states to establish a small
business assistance program.

1

Y

Y

No-change Not applicable

DAPC

Volatile Organic
Compounds Reasonable Available
Control Technology
Rules

Establish requirements for the control of emissions of volatile organic compounds (VOCs)
and carbon monoxide (CO) from stationary emission sources. The purpose of this rule
making was to adopt mandatory Reasonably Available Control Technology (RA CT)
requirements for the Cincinnati and Cleveland 2015 ozone nonattainment areas.

19

Y

Y

3/27/2022

Division

Rule Package

Rule Package Description

DMWM

Research, Design,
and Development

DERR

Page 16 of 19

Ohio EPA SFY22 Annual Report

August 2022
# of
Rules

5YRR

CSIO
Review

Volatile Organic
Establish requirements for the control of emissions of volatile organic compounds (VOCs)
Compounds and carbon monoxide (CO) from stationary emission sources.
Reasonable Available
Control Technology
Rules

8

Y

Y

No-change Not applicable

DAPC

Nitrogen Oxides Reasonable Available
Control Technology
Rules

Assist Ohio in attaining and maintaining the national ambient air quality standard
(NAAQS) for ozone by limiting the emissions of Nitrogen Oxides (NOx) from stationary
industrial sources such as, but not limited to: boilers, combustion turbines and internal
combustion engines. NOx emissions are a pollutant that leads to the formation of ozone.
The purpose of this rulemaking was to adopt mandatory Reasonably Available Control
Technology (RACT) requirements for the Cincinnati and Cleveland 2015 ozone
nonattainment areas.

5

N

Y

3/25/2022

DDAGW

Emergency Loans

Sets forth regulations for applying for emergency loans grant and what stipulations may
come with said loan.

1

Y

Y

4/1/2022

DAPC

Lead Emissions

Identifies the method used to measure ambient air quality and definitions associated with
that rule. U.S. EPA approved removing these rules from Ohio's state implementation plan
(SIP). U.S. EPA removed the rules at the request of Ohio because the facilities specifically
regulated by the rules are permanently shut down and sampling requirements in the rules
are duplicated elsewhere in Ohio's air pollution control rules.

2

Y

Y

2/26/2022

DDAGW

Contingency Plans

Addresses the requirements of contingency plans for community water systems.

1

Y

Y

4/15/2022

DDAGW

Revised Total
Coliform Rules

Set forth regulations for monitoring requirements for total coliform bacteria and how
public water systems (PWSs) must respond when samples show that TC are present within
a water supply.

6

Y

Y

5/1/2022

DDAGW

Revised Total
Coliform Rules

Set forth regulations for monitoring requirements for total coliform bacteria and how
public water systems (PWSs) must respond when samples show that TC are present within
a water supply.

2

Y

Y

No-change Not applicable

Agency

Confidential Personal
Information

Substitute House Bill 648 (127th General Assembly) required agencies, boards, and
commissions to develop administrative rules and related policies on accessing confidential
personal information.

5

Y

N

No-change Not applicable

DSW

NPDES General
Permits

A general permit is one permit that covers facilities that have similar operations and type
of discharge. A general NPDES permit is a potential alternative to an individual NPDES
permit and affords coverage to new and existing dischargers that meet the eligibility
criteria given in the general permit. General permits are used to cover discharges that will
have a minimal effect on the environment.

2

Y

Y

6/3/2022

Division

Rule Package

DAPC

Rule Package Description
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# of
Rules

5YRR

CSIO
Review

Harmful Algal Blooms Minor revisions to update definitions, clarify for consistency, end same day req. for total
microcystin & cyanobacteria screening, update to reflect all samples being analyzed at a
certified lab, remove reporting violation issued to PWS’s & the req to issue a Tier 3
notification if results are not reported, specify req. that PWS review treatment
optimization plans annually & resubmit revised plans, & alternate compliance monitoring
considerations.

7

Y

Y

JCARR
jurisdiction
ends 7/10/22

DAPC

Consumer Products

Contains the amendments to update for the Ozone Transport Commission (OTC) model
rule for consumer products.

8

Y

Y

6/20/2022

DDAGW

Plan Approvals

Added definition of "General Plan" and updated "Substantial Change", add language re:
General Plan content & submission requirements (including all community system
improvement projects & those seeking WSRLA funding), total cost evaluations, plan
approval for found systems, streamlined water line approvals and prohibition of like -kind
replacements when wells or treatment items are located in pits, update language to
include electronic submission, Update plan sign-off protocol, Updated references &
clarified the process to obtain a variance from the rules, clarified to include non-transient
non-community water systems serving sensitive populations, update references and
clarified that all public water systems must have a source protection plan.

9

Y

Y

JCARR
jurisdiction
ended
6/10/2022

DDAGW

Plan Approvals

No-change of drinking water source protection plan and certification rule.

2

Y

Y

JCARR
jurisdiction
ends 7/5/2022

DDAGW

Operational
Requirements

Adding language regarding chlorine dioxide provisions, to reflect requirements for plan
approval, adding language specifying that conditions caused by line breaks, extreme fire
flows and other extraordinary circumstances; Updating reporting requirements to be
complete and accurate to the best of the owner or operator's knowledge.

2

Y

Y

JCARR
jurisdiction
ends 7/10/22

DMWM

C&DD Co-located
Processing Facilities

Contains requirements for C&DD processing facilities wholly located within the facility
boundary of a licensed C&DD landfill.

13

Y

Y

7/4/2022

DDAGW

Water well standards Contains regulations for defining, siting, constructing, disinfecting, sampling, developing,
and abandoning public water system wells.

10

Y

Y

JCARR
jurisdiction
ends 7/10/22

DERR

Cessation of
Regulated
Operations – Amend

1

Y

Y

JCARR
jurisdiction
ends 8/28/22

Division

Rule Package

DDAGW

Rule Package Description

Definition rule is being updated for incorporation by reference corrections.

Page 18 of 19

Effective Date

Ohio EPA SFY22 Annual Report

August 2022
# of
Rules

5YRR

CSIO
Review

No-change of the requirements that prevent business owners and operators from
irresponsibly abandoning businesses where chemicals were produced, used, stored, or
handled.

8

Y

Y

JCARR
jurisdiction
ends 8/28/22

Contains submission of Annual Emission statements & air pollution control emissions fee
reporting.

6

Y

Y

JCARR
jurisdiction
ends 8/28/22

Division

Rule Package

Rule Package Description

DERR

Cessation of
Regulated
Operations – Nochange

DAPC

Fee Emissions and
Fee Reports
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