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Ohio Environmental Education Fund 
Mini Grant Awards SFY 23 
 
For the fiscal year 2023 cycle, the OEEF awarded mini grants to the following eleven 
projects for a total of $44,308.   
 
Maple Heights City Schools - Maple Heights High School, “Bugs and Water Quality 
in Maple Heights,” F23M-001, $940, Cuyahoga County, Audience: Pre-school to 
University (Grades 9-12), Contact: Erin Pekar, erin.pekar@mapleschools.com, 216-438-
6400. 

The project will involve taking two classes of 30 students each to two streams 
within their local watershed to sample chemical, physical, and biological 
parameters to determine the quality of each stream using the qualitative habitat 
evaluation index, chemical, and macroinvertebrate testing. The project will further 
environmental education by providing students the opportunity to gain valuable 
experience in field work and inquiry-based learning activities. Not only will the 
students benefit from the field experience, but the Maple Heights community will 
benefit from the students' monitoring efforts.  

Circleville Juvenile Correctional Facility (CJCF) - Ohio Dept. of Youth Services, 
“CJCF - Greenhouse Mini-Grant 2022,” F23M-002, $4,500, Pickaway County, 
Audience: Pre-school to University, Contact: Christine Kohler, 
Christine.kohler@dys.ohio.gov, 614-752-7606. 

This grant would allow us to purchase a portable greenhouse for the Circleville 
Juvenile Corrections Facility, which includes Ralph Starkey High School. The 
current greenhouse is scheduled to be demolished in the Fall of 2022 due to age 
and facility planning. As a result of the demolition, we will not be able to provide 
our youth the educational opportunities related to sustainable growing, 
composting, and environmental stewardship. With the approval of this grant, it 
would allow us to purchase a replacement greenhouse and continue our 
horticulture vocational education. Our high school students and those youth who 
graduated high school and are under 21 years of age, historically have been 
involved in learning about the "green industry," and we would like to sustain that 
positive momentum without dramatic interruption.  

Antioch College – Science Division, “Self-Guided Sustainability Tour of Campus 
Landscape,” F23M-006, $5,000, Greene County, Audience: Pre-school to University, 
Contact: Kim Landsbergen, klandsbergen@antioxhcollege.edu, 937-319-0139.  

Antioch College will establish a self-guided campus tour that educates students 
and the public about our sustainable campus landscape. The tour will be 
designed by an Antioch student and will include 11 stations with signs and QR 
codes that link to website explanations of important environmental issues and the 
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steps that Antioch College is taking to address them. The tour will feature 
concepts such as forest restoration, bioretention methods, pollinator gardens, 
reduced mowing, and soil conservation. The College's 92-acre campus is open to 
the public and is a frequent destination for community members and visitors to 
Yellow Springs. Accordingly, this project has two audiences: 1) Students who will 
learn by designing and experiencing the tour; 2) The public who can openly 
engage with the tour. This project meets 3 OEEF priorities by educating about 
habitat restoration and stormwater management while also encouraging students 
to pursue environmental science careers.  

SonLight Power, “Solar School 2023: Solar Energy Training for Community Members,” 
F23M-007, $2,775, Hamilton County, Audience: General Public, Contact: Clay Luna, 
clayluna@sonlightpower.org, 513-285-9960. 

SonLight Power's annual "Solar School" workshops provide both classroom and 
hands-on training for community members in Greater Cincinnati seeking to learn 
more about solar energy and energy poverty. Held at least once a year in a day-
long format, the Solar School curriculum begins with an introduction to the 
science behind solar energy and its benefits and concludes with a period of 
hands-on training that allows students to work with real solar equipment. Our 
workshops enjoy a broad audience, including high school or university students 
interested in energy careers, representatives from non-profit organizations 
looking to employ solar energy in their community service, and individuals 
seeking information about solar energy for their own homes.  

Community Life Collaborative, “Micro Habitat Biodiversity Forum,” F23M-008, $4,000, 
Cuyahoga, Geauga, Portage and Summit Counties, Audience: General Public, Contact: 
Suzanne Taber, admin@communitylifecollaborative.org, 440-708-1961.  

Within the research and teachings of Douglas Tallamy, through expanding upon 
the Community Life Collaborative "Our Nature" programming, this hands-on 
workshop along with curation of materials for our multi-platform forum in creating 
a series that puts the attendees in active stewardship of a Native Garden. This 
will include spring, summer, and fall programming with partners that 
encompasses seed collection, ecosystem service education, environmental 
scientist led biodiversity pairings and host plant education, and hands on 
education on how to implement these practices on the attendees' respective 
properties.  

Ohio Wetland Association, “Integrating Project WET, Wetlands & H2Ohio into 7th 
Grade Curriculum, F23M-010, $3,729, Franklin, Lucas, and Putnam Counties, 
Audience: Pre-school to University (Grade 7), Contact: Laura Manns Arcuino, 
laura.manns@outlook.com, 206-530-0102.  

This application is an expansion of previous grant project and aims to reach five 
additional schools through a six to seven week learning module that integrates a 
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minimum of 9 Project WET units into the 7th grade curriculum. This project brings 
together existing resources into a cohesive learning module that instruct students 
on both core content, as well as multiple water concerns being addressed in our 
state as part of H2Ohio. The module is designed using a systems approach to 
foster conceptual change around freshwater. Topics covered include: the water 
cycle; watersheds; surface and ground water; stormwater; H2Ohio agricultural 
BMPs, wetlands, and drinking & wastewater infrastructure; changes in our water 
and water cycle, and a concluding project at each school. Through field trip and 
presentation, students will have the opportunity to meet professionals working in 
the field, connect with local resources, and be empowered to engage in local 
water quality issues.  

 
 
Lucas Soil & Water Conservation District, “Let’s Be Clear: Every Drop Counts,” S-
23M-012, $4,200, Lucas County, Audience: Pre-school to University (Grades 2-4 and 5-
12), Contact: Patrick Troyer, ptroyer@co.lucas.oh.us, 419-280-6827. 

Ohio's soils, wetlands, & drinking water resources are under constant threat due to 
nutrient overloading, erosion, toxic chemicals, as well as other sources of non-point 
pollution. Education is critical to show citizens of all ages the devastating effects that 
pollution has on our environment, solutions to mitigate pollution issues, and how we all 
play an individual part in the health of our water resources. This project seeks to provide 
two educational tools, the Wetlands, and the Hazardous Waste Enviroscape Models. 
These models will be used to give a visual and bring awareness to the important 
functions of wetlands, the seriousness of contamination by various hazardous 
chemicals, and the solutions that can be employed to help in addressing the problems 
presented by wetland loss or solid waste contamination of our soil and groundwater 
resources. Programs have the potential to reach 5,000 students and 200 educators in 
the county.  

 

Hamilton to New Baltimore Groundwater Consortium, “Community Education on 
Water Use and Source Water Protection Inside and Outside the Home,” S-23M-013, 
$5,000, Butler County, Audience: General Public, Contact: Tim McLelland, 
tim.mclelland@hamilton-oh.gov, 513-383-3162.  

The Consortium, founded in 1967, endeavors to add to existing educational signage 
along the Great Miami River Bike Path to raise awareness about the importance of 
protecting the local drinking water source through best management practices of salt 
usage. We also want to send packages directly to homes in neighborhoods surrounding 
Water Works Park in Fairfield, Ohio where the bike path begins. Project involves 500 
homes that will be contacted to be made aware of the new education sign in their local 
park and give them the opportunity to register to receive the educational package. The 



4 
 

packages will include cups to measure the necessary amount of salt for a given area so 
homes can be conscientious users and reduce overuse. Another important tool in the 
package will be chloride testing kits from the Salt Watch program run by Izaak Walton 
League of America. This will spark enthusiasm in the community to get involved with 
source water protection and provide an active learning experience about the impact of 
salt.  

Miami University – Geography, “Runoff and Watershed Education to Preble County 
Landowners,” S-23M-015, $4,164, Butler and Preble Counties, Audience: General 
Public, Contact: Bart Grudzinski, 773-308-3353,  grudzibp@miamioh.edu.     

To increase farmer and landowner connectedness to their watershed Miami University 
and Hueston Woods State Park will be partnering with Preble County Soil and Water 
Conservation District (SWCD) to add an education element to their annual stakeholder 
meeting. This meeting typically draws over 100 participants every year with most of 
these participants being local farmers. The meeting will be held at the Hueston Woods 
Lodge where we will be able to use pontoons (observing all safety regulations) to take 
participants on the lake to provide interactive discussion of lake condition and connect 
watershed land use practices with the participants. We would also like to use these 
funds to purchase a rainfall simulator to show runoff on a small scale to make the 
connection from field to the downstream lake. This rainfall simulator would then be 
available for use by Miami University, Preble SWCD, and the Hueston Woods State 
Park Naturalists for future education events.  

 

CIPTT, Inc. “Bees, Trees & Sunflowers: Mapping Ecosystem Changes & Environmental 
Hazards,” S23M-020, $5,000, Cuyahoga County, Audience: Pre-school to University 
(Grades PreK – 12 and IEP), Contact: Danielle White, mustardseedworks@ciptt.net, 
216-313-4136.  

Disabled students are adversely affected by little understood environmental hazards 
that can affect mental health. This request supports Phase 2 of an environmental 
educational program for disabled youth to conduct comprehensive mapping of the E. 39 
garden ecosystem after introducing bees, sunflowers, and fruit trees last year (Phase 
1), without realizing how it affected the ecosystem. The data will inform on pollinators 
and plant selection for the garden and modifications required to the plant irrigation 
system. Mapping will involve in depth soil tests for hazardous environmental 
contaminants, testing honey to identify pollinators within 3 miles; identify insects and 
small animal predators affecting plants; and tagging critical elements. Findings will be 
compiled in a color-coded map for a Scavenger Hunt game activity to educate disabled 
students in K-12 on how the environment affects activities and opportunities. 
Educational materials will come from Project Learning Tree. Project has the potential to 
reach 185 residents and students.  
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Tinker’s Creek Watershed Partners, “Telling the Story of Tinker's Creek and 
Stormwater,” S23M-023, $5,000, Cuyahoga and Summit Counties, Audience: General 
Public, Contact: David Jenkins, david@tinkerscreek.org, 330-963-6863. 

Tinker's Creek is the largest tributary to the Cuyahoga River, which drains directly into 
Lake Erie. This grant will help Tinker's Creek Watershed Partners (TCWP) to grow 
public education and awareness in the community around the creek's history and role in 
stormwater management. Project has the potential to reach 21,000 Twinsburg and 
Walton Hills residents.  

 

For more information, contact: 

 

 
 

Office of Environmental Education 
http://epa.ohio.gov/oee 
oeef@epa.ohio.gov 
(614) 644-2873 
 

 


