
Ohio Environmental Education Fund 

Awarded Mini Grants in State Fiscal Year 2022 

 

For the fall 2021and spring 2022 funding cycles, Ohio EPA awarded the following 

eleven mini grants for a total of $35,660.   

 

Friends of Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge, “Investing in the Future: Conservationists 

of Tomorrow,” F-22M-007, $3,600, Lucas and Ottawa Counties, Audience: Pre-school 

to University (Grades 7-12), Contact: Rebecca Lewis, rebecca_lewis@fws.gov, 419-

707-9111. 

Project collaborators will host three workshops in 2022 that will provide training to thirty-

six teachers who serve the Toledo metropolitan area. These teachers will be trained in 

the Healthy Water, Healthy People curriculum, learn field monitoring techniques, 

network with professionals, and discuss future partnering efforts between resource 

professionals and schools. These workshops will be tied to a multi-year urban outreach 

initiative to provide future field trips and student projects reaching underserved youth 

and foster natural resources career exploration.  

Ohio Wetland Association, “Integrating Project WET, Wetlands &H2Ohio into 7th 

Grade Curriculum,” F-22M-011, $945, Franklin County, Audience: Pre-school to 

University (Grade 7), Contact: Laura Manns Arcuino, laura.manns@outlook.com, 206-

530-0102.  

The eight week, cross-curriculum learning module will integrate a minimum of 14 Project 

WET units into the 7th grade curriculum at St. Brigid of Kildare School in Dublin, Ohio in 

spring '22. This project is an effort to bring together existing resources and create a 

cohesive learning module and instruct students on both core content, as well as multiple 

water concerns being addressed in our state as part of H2Ohio, including a presentation 

on agricultural 9 of 10 H2Ohio Phosphorous Reduction methods implemented on Ag 

land at St. Charles Center and ODNR presentation on restoration, creation and 

enhancement of wetland ecosystems, which is the focus of their H2Ohio Program. The 

intent is that the created module can be utilized in additional schools. Topics covered 

include: the water cycle; ocean currents; surface and ground water; biomes, with a 

focus on wetlands (field trip Metro Park); changes in our water and a concluding project.  

Clean Fuels Ohio, “Drive Electric Ohio Education and Outreach,” F-22M-002, $5,000, 

Cuyahoga, Franklin, Hamilton and Montgomery Counties, Audience: General Public, 

Contact: Marie McConnell, marie@cleanfuelsohio.org, 614-884-7336. 

Drive Electric volunteers from the Columbus, Dayton, Cincinnati, and Northeast Ohio 

chapters will attend various Ohio Auto shows and educate attendees on eMobility. Ohio 

Auto shows attract thousands of visitors every year and provided a unique community 

outreach opportunity to interact with a wide audience of transportation interested 
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people. Flyers and other handouts will provide information on the benefits and modes of 

electric transportation. Volunteers will also educate visitors on what it means for real 

community members to drive, bike, and scoot electric. This project will directly engage 

hundreds of community members through educational materials and one-on-one 

conversations in a non-sales setting.  

Medina SWCD, “Stream Biology and Runoff,” F-22M-001, $750, Medina County, 

Audience: Pre-school to University (Grades 1-12), Contact: Abby Costilow, 

acostilow@medinaco.org, 330-722-9318.  

The project would provide 150 school students yearly, non-profits, and general public 

with educational tools to examine macroinvertebrates (using kick nets and d nets) in 

streams and then tie the findings into backyard conservation practices to reduce 

nonpoint-source pollution, runoff, and nutrient loading and to encourage healthier land 

use that also increases habitat. Supplies provided from this grant would be arranged 

with current supplies to form kits that schools/nonprofits could check out. These kinds of 

hands-on lessons have been requested by schools in the area, and we've been unable 

to assist.  

KIPP Columbus – KIPP Columbus High, “Monitoring KIPP Columbus Recovering 

Ecosystem on Campus,” F-22M-003, $4,299, Franklin County, Audience: Pre-school to 

University (Grades Pre-K-12), Contact: Andrea Townsend, 

atownsend@kippcolumbus.org, 614-743-5444.  

The main purposes of this project are to educate the campus community (approximately 

2,000 students) about the importance of habitat restoration efforts to the recovering 

ecosystem on campus. These efforts are designed to increase biodiversity and improve 

air and water quality. We are also striving to encourage our preschool through 12th 

grade students to explore careers in the environmental sciences and environmental 

engineering.  

Tinker’s Creek Watershed Partners, “All Butts Lead to the Creek Cigarette Waste 

Presentation Program,” F-22M-004, $5,000, Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lorain, Portage and 

Summit Counties, Audience: General Public, Contact: Kelli Herrick, 

kelli@tinkerscreekwatershed.org, 330-963-6243.  

Tinker's Creek Watershed Partners (TCWP) developed a cigarette butt prevention 

program titled, "All Butts Lead to the Creek". In spring 2021, signage was given to local 

communities and cigarette butt receptacles were distributed to local pubs with the goal 

of educating the public regarding the environmental hazard’s cigarette butts pose. With 

concepts from Project WET, TCWP seeks to expand this program by purchasing 

billboards on major roadways highlighting the "All Butts Lead to the Creek" program and  

launching a cigarette butt recycling program in the Tinker's Creek Watershed.  
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Eastwood Local Schools – Eastwood Middle and High Schools, “Trout in the 

Classroom,” S22M-014, $2,060, Wood and Erie Counties, Audience: Pre-school to 

University (Grades 8 and 11), Contact: Eric Rutherford, 

erutherford@eastwoodschools.org, 419-833-6011. 

 

Lessons for 8th Grade Science classes will focus on reproduction, adaptations, and 

natural selection, specifically what makes trout successful or unsuccessful in habitats 

over time, and how trout used to be a more common species in the streams around our 

school district. This connects to environmental health and land usage of Northwest 

Ohio, but also helps show the reproductive cycle and lifespan of trout and fish in 

general. The high school marine science class will be responsible for monitoring and 

caring for the fish as they grow. As we study the Portage River and Lake Erie, we will 

now have a unit that specifically focuses on trout. This class looks at different water 

quality readings where students are required to explain why specific organisms can be 

found in certain conditions. Students will learn to monitor water conditions in the 

aquarium.  Over 1,000 students will be participating in this project.  

Perrysburg Exempted Village School District – Hull Prairie Intermediate, “Trout in 

the Classroom,” S22M-015, $1,506, Wood and Erie Counties, Audience: Pre-school to 

University (Grades 5 & 6), Contact: Ethan Jessing, ejessing@perrysburgschools.net, 

419-913-8948. 

Trout in the Classroom affords students the equipment to raise trout from eggs to 

fingerlings and facilitate their releasing process in a DNR-approved location. We will 

focus in on the importance of this species in the biosphere and discuss water quality, 

pollution, and restoration efforts. This project is also a collaboration with the building's 

science teachers, as environmental/life sciences are of focus during these grade levels. 

Having a collaborative, student-centered project like this in our classroom will be a 

powerful teaching tool and serve as a device for students to learn their personal 

responsibility to protect the environment.  

Friends of Old Woman Creek, “Environmental and Climate Change Science Career 

Development for Students through Weather Station Monitoring,” S22M-016, $5,000, 

Erie County, Audience: Pre-school to University (Grade 8 and Summer Migrant 

Education Program), Contact: Jennifer Bucheit, Jennifer.bucheit@dnr.ohio.gov, 419-

433-4601.  

This project seeks to install a weather station at the Western Reserve Local School's 

campus to be monitored by two educators and their students, with assistance from Old 

Woman Creek National Estuarine Research Reserve (OWC NERR) staff. Station 

monitoring will provide educators and students knowledge, skills, and an opportunity for 

students to lead a Weather and Climate lesson with students served by the Willard 

Migrant Education Program. By locating the weather station in the uppermost portion of 

the watershed, the capacity of the OWC NERR to gather key meteorological data 

affecting flow events in the estuary will be enhanced as it will also contribute to a 
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national program to monitor hydrological effects of climate change. This real-life 

application of how weather data is used to understand water quality and climate impacts 

in coastal Ohio will create a lasting program that students can participate in to gain 

knowledge and skills before heading to college or the work force.  

Alpha – Alpha School, “Chimney Swift Tower,” S22M-017, $2,500, Perry County, 

Audience: Pre-school to University (Grades 7-12), Contact: Jeffrey Baker, 

jeffrey.baker@mvesc.org, 740-404-3324.    

Chimney swifts have become threatened due to lack of habitat. The solution proposed 

by the Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) Division of Wildlife and the 

Audubon Society is to construct towers for chimney swifts to live and breed in. The 

proposed tower is 16 feet high and would be placed in the Wild School Site, which is a 

part of the school property set aside as wildlife sanctuary by the ODNR. I am getting 

together volunteers to come in and work on the towers with student help. The requested 

grant is for material to build (2) towers since we already have chimney swifts in the 

school chimney awaiting habitat.  

Mansfield City Schools – Springhill STEM Elementary, “Career and STEM 

Exploration through Project WET Lessons,” S22M-018, $5,000, Richland County, 

Audience: Pre-school to University (Grades K-3 and 4-6), Contact: Andrea Murphy, 

murphy.andrea@mansfieldschools.org, 330-234-8457.   

This grant will be utilized to provide Professional Development of the Project WET and 

Project Learning Tree Curriculum for teachers, grades prek-6th grade, at Springmill 

STEM Elementary. Through this training, staff will be prepared to utilize our on-site 

natural water source and outdoor classroom learning space to engage students in 

hands on-learning of conservation. The remainder of the grant will be utilized to provide 

additional lesson materials for teaching these lessons.  

For more information, contact: 

 

 
 

Office of Environmental Education 
http://epa.ohio.gov/oee 
oeef@epa.ohio.gov 
(614) 644-2873 
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