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 NPDES Permit No. OHU000007 
 
 

Ohio Environmental Protection Agency 
 

Fact Sheet for 
 

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 
 

General Permit for Discharges of Petroleum-Contaminated Wastewater  
 
 

I. Background 
 

The federal Water Pollution Control Act [also referred to as the Clean Water 
Act (CWA)], which was enacted in 1972, provides that the discharge of 
pollutants to waters of the United States from any point source is unlawful, 
unless the discharge is in compliance with a NPDES permit.   
 
The purpose of issuing NPDES permits to petroleum-contaminated 
wastewater dischargers is to ensure that any wastewater discharges are in 
compliance with all applicable state and federal water pollution control laws. 
 
Ohio EPA has elected to renew the existing statewide general permit 
authorizing the discharge of wastewater from petroleum-related corrective 
actions to waters of the State, with the addition of coverage for the discharge 
of other petroleum-related wastewater. The general permit has been renamed 
“General Permit for Discharges of Petroleum-Contaminated Wastewater.” 
Dischargers which meet the eligibility requirements may apply for coverage 
under this NPDES general permit, instead of seeking coverage under an 
individual NPDES permit.  The primary condition determining eligibility is 
ensuring that the discharge consists of only petroleum-contaminated 
wastewater.  Eligibility is discussed in more detail in the next section of this 
document. 

 
II. Procedures for Participation 

 
The permit covers discharges of petroleum-contaminated wastewater to 
waters of the State.  The permit does not cover any discharges that the 
Director of the Ohio EPA has determined to be contributing to a violation of 
water quality standards as determined in Ohio Administrative Code, Chapter 
3745-1.   
 
In addition, this general permit does not cover any discharges to publicly-
owned treatment works (POTW).  Ohio EPA considered and rejected the 
alternative of central treatment of this water at a publicly-owned treatment 
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works (POTW).  These public treatment systems are designed to treat 
moderately concentrated amounts of biodegradable pollutants; petroleum-
contaminated wastewater contains very little biodegradable material.  Also, 
POTW operators do not routinely take this type of wastewater because it 
takes up plant capacity better used for sewage and other biodegradable 
wastewaters.   
 
If discharging to a POTW with an approved pretreatment program, which 
follows federal regulations and has been approved by Ohio EPA, the 
permittee shall obtain authorization from the POTW prior to discharge.  If 
discharging to a POTW without an approved pretreatment program, the 
permittee shall submit an Indirect Discharge Permit Application to Ohio EPA 
preferably six months prior to the estimated date of initial discharge.  The 
website below contains a list called “List of Approved Pretreatment Programs” 
and a page for “Forms for Indirect Discharge Program.” 
 
https://epa.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/epa/divisions-and-offices/surface-
water/permitting/pretreatment-program 
  
Facilities covered under this general permit are required to sample and 
analyze the treated wastewater according to the procedures described in 40 
CFR 136.  The wastewater sampling results must be sent electronically to 
Ohio EPA on a monthly basis through the agency’s Discharge Monitoring 
Report (DMR).  Sampling requirements and frequencies are listed in Part III 
and Part IV.L. of this general permit. 
 
In addition, the permittee is required to report noncompliance that is the result 
of any violation of a daily maximum discharge limit.  Ohio EPA is to be notified 
of the violation within twenty-four hours of discovery.  More specific 
instructions and details are located in Part IV.S. of this general permit. 
 
The general permit is proposed for a duration of five years.   

 
 
 
 

III. Economics and Certain Water Quality Based Limits 
 

This Fact Sheet is prepared in order to document the technical basis and risk 
management decisions (OAC 3745-33-07) that are considered in the 
determination of water quality based NPDES Permit effluent limitations.  The 
technical basis for the Fact Sheet may consist of evaluations of promulgated 
effluent guidelines, existing effluent quality, instream biological, chemical and 
physical conditions, and the relative risk of alternative effluent limitations.  
This Fact Sheet details the discretionary decision-making process 
empowered to the Director by the Clean Water Act (CWA) and Ohio Water 

https://epa.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/epa/divisions-and-offices/surface-water/permitting/pretreatment-program
https://epa.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/epa/divisions-and-offices/surface-water/permitting/pretreatment-program
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Pollution Control Law (Ohio Revised Code [ORC] 6111).  Decisions to award 
variances to Water Quality Standards (WQS) or promulgated effluent 
guidelines for economic or technological reasons will also be justified in the 
Fact Sheet where necessary. 

This draft permit may contain proposed water-quality-based effluent limits 
(WQBELs) for parameters that are not priority pollutants.  (See the following 
link for a list of the priority pollutants:  
https://epa.ohio.gov/static/Portals/35/pretreatment/Pretreatment_Program_Pri
ority_Pollutant_Detection_Limits.pdf.)   

In accordance with ORC 6111.03(J)(3), the Director established these 
WQBELs after considering, to the extent consistent with the Federal Water 
Pollution Control Act, evidence relating to the technical feasibility and 
economic reasonableness of removing the polluting properties from those 
wastes and to evidence relating to conditions calculated to result from that 
action and their relation to benefits to the people of the state and to 
accomplishment of the purposes of this chapter.  This determination was 
made based on data and information available at the time the permit was 
drafted, which included the contents of the timely submitted NPDES permit 
renewal application, along with any and all pertinent information available to 
the Director.   

IV. Procedures for Participation in the Formulation of Final Determinations 
 
The draft action shall be issued as a final action unless the Director revises 
the draft after consideration of the record of a public meeting or written 
comments, or upon disapproval by the Administrator of the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency. 

Within thirty days of the date of the Public Notice, any person may request or 
petition for a public meeting for presentation of evidence, statements or 
opinions.  The purpose of the public meeting is to obtain additional evidence.  
Statements concerning the issues raised by the party requesting the meeting 
are invited.  Evidence may be presented by the applicant, the state, or other 
parties, and following presentation of such evidence, other interested persons 
may present testimony of facts or statements of opinion. 

Requests for public meetings shall be in writing and shall state the action of 
the Director objected to, the questions to be considered, and the reasons the 
action is contested.  Such requests should be addressed to: 

DSW Permits Processing Unit 
Ohio Environmental Protection Agency 

P.O. Box 1049 
Columbus, Ohio 43216-1049 

 
Interested persons are invited to submit written comments upon the discharge 

https://epa.ohio.gov/static/Portals/35/pretreatment/Pretreatment_Program_Priority_Pollutant_Detection_Limits.pdf
https://epa.ohio.gov/static/Portals/35/pretreatment/Pretreatment_Program_Priority_Pollutant_Detection_Limits.pdf


Fact Sheet for NPDES General Permit, Petroleum-Contaminated Wastewater, 2022 Page 4 
 

permit.  Comments should be submitted in person or by mail no later than 30 
days after the date of this Public Notice.  Deliver or mail all comments to: 

Ohio Environmental Protection Agency 
Attention:  Division of Surface Water 

Permits and Compliance Section 
P.O. Box 1049 

Columbus, Ohio 43216-1049 
 

The OEPA permit number and Public Notice numbers should appear on each 
page of any submitted comments.  All comments received no later than 30 
days after the date of the Public Notice will be considered. 

Citizens may conduct file reviews regarding specific companies or sites.  
Appointments are necessary to conduct file reviews, because requests to 
review files have increased dramatically in recent years. The first 250 pages 
copied are free. For requests to copy more than 250 pages, there is a five-
cent charge for each page copied. Payment is required by check or money 
order, made payable to Treasurer State of Ohio. 

For additional information about this fact sheet or the draft permit, contact 
Chris Monroe, (614) 644-2007, Christopher.monroe@epa.ohio.gov.  

V. Description of the Application Process 
 
Notice of Intent (NOI) – Each facility seeking coverage under this general 
permit must submit a NOI form. Individuals with an existing discharge who 
intend to obtain coverage for wastewater discharges under this general permit 
shall submit an NOI form within 45 days of the effective date of this permit. 
Individuals seeking initial coverage under this general permit shall submit an 
NOI form 45 days prior to commencing discharge, unless permission for a 
later date has been granted by Ohio EPA.   
 
An applicant will not be covered under the general permit until they receive 
written notification from the Director of Ohio EPA that a discharge is 
authorized under the general permit. Dischargers who fail to obtain coverage 
under the general permit and are not otherwise covered by a NPDES permit 
are in violation of Ohio Revised Code (ORC) 6111. 
    
Federal regulations found in 40 CFR 122.21(a) exclude persons covered by 
general permits from requirements to submit an application for an individual 
permit.   
 
NOI requirements are intended to establish a mechanism that can be used to 
establish a clear accounting of the number of permittees covered by the 
general permit, the identities, locations, mailing addresses, and nature of 
discharge. Information on completing an NOI is available on the following 
internet website by clicking on "Applying for Coverage":    

mailto:Christopher.monroe@epa.ohio.gov
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https://epa.ohio.gov/divisions-and-offices/surface-water/permitting/npdes-
general-permits 
 
Completed NOI applications shall be submitted through the Ohio EPA 
eBusiness Center Division of Surface Water NPDES Permit Application 
STREAMS service in the link below. 
 
https://ebiz.epa.ohio.gov/login.html 
 
Facilities that discharge petroleum-contaminated wastewater through a 
municipal separate storm sewer system (MS4) shall also submit a signed 
copy of the NOI to the operator of the MS4.  More details are included in Part 
II.D of this general permit. 
 
Application Fee – All applicants must submit the $200 fee for NOI processing.  
Payment can be electronically submitted through the agency eBusiness 
Center ePay service.  Instructions on submitting fee payments via the ePay 
service can be found in the link below. 
 
https://epa.ohio.gov/static/Portals/35/edmr/doc/ePAYwalkthrough.pdf 
 

VI. Eligibility Determining Factors 
 
Petroleum-contaminated wastewater includes, but is not limited to, the 
discharge of one or more of the following: 
 

• Petroleum contact water 
• Secondary containment water 
• ground and/or surface water from remediation systems; 
• surface and/or ground water accumulating as a result of excavation 

activity; 
• surface water and ground water contaminated by spills; or 
• ground water resulting from pumping and/or monitoring aquifer(s). 

 
In order to be classified as a petroleum-contaminated wastewater, all of the 
discharges listed above must result from an activity involving contact with 
gasoline, diesel fuel, kerosene, jet fuel, or heating oil.   
 
The following types of discharges are not eligible for coverage under this 
general permit: 
 

• petroleum-contaminated wastewater discharges that are subject to an 
individual NPDES permit with a final effluent limitation and/or 
parameter not addressed by this general permit (see Part I.C.4. for 
waiver details); 

https://epa.ohio.gov/divisions-and-offices/surface-water/permitting/npdes-general-permits
https://epa.ohio.gov/divisions-and-offices/surface-water/permitting/npdes-general-permits
https://ebiz.epa.ohio.gov/login.html
https://epa.ohio.gov/static/Portals/35/edmr/doc/ePAYwalkthrough.pdf
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• uncontaminated storm water mixed with petroleum-contaminated 
wastewater; 

• petroleum-contaminated wastewater discharges that may be 
authorized by another effective general NPDES permit (not including 
the general permit for temporary discharge of wastewater); 

• new sources of petroleum-contaminated wastewater discharged to any 
Outstanding National Resource Water, Superior High Quality Water, or 
Category 3 wetland; and 

• petroleum-contaminated wastewater discharges that the Director has 
determined to have the reasonable potential to cause or contribute to 
an exceedance of Ohio Water Quality Standards. 

• petroleum-contaminated wastewater discharges from accumulations in 
petroleum storage tanks or piping; 

• petroleum-contaminated wastewater discharges containing runoff from 
salvage yards, scrap yards, junkyards, or other staging areas for 
decommissioned motor vehicles; and petroleum-contaminated 
wastewater discharges known to contain pollutants that are not 
commonly associated with petroleum products. 

 
A complete list of coverage exclusions is presented in Part I.B.2 of the permit. 
 
Discharges not eligible for coverage under this permit may still obtain an 
individual NPDES permit by submitting individual permit applications (Form 1, 
Form 2C or 2D, and an Antidegredation Addendum).   
 

VII. Antidegradation 
 
Because this permit authorizes new discharges to waters classified as 
General High Quality Waters, certain provisions of Ohio’s Antidegradation 
Rule apply [OAC Rule 3745-1-05].  These discharges add potentially low 
levels of pollutants that may be greater than background levels in the 
receiving surface water.  This general permit is going to public notice as a 
degradation under the public notice provisions of the Antidegradation Rule 
[OAC Rule 3745-1-05(C)(3)]. 

 
Discharge of this type of wastewater to a POTW is an alternative to 
discharging to waters of the state.  However, this method of discharge is not 
eligible under this general permit (see the third paragraph of Part II of this fact 
sheet).   
 

VIII. Effluent Limitations and Monitoring Requirements 
 
Effluent limitations and monitoring requirements apply to all permittees and 
are described in Part III of this general permit.  Facility limitations and 
requirements are based on the hardness concentrations of the receiving 
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watershed1 (Attachment A).  Watersheds with low to medium hardness 
(median is below 228 mg/L) apply to Outfall 001.  Watersheds with medium to 
high hardness (median is equal to or above 228 mg/L) apply to Outfall 002.  
Each table in Part III of the general permit includes a footnote listing all its 
applicable watersheds.  The monitoring schedule and requirements are 
necessary in tracking individual dischargers’ compliance with the water quality 
standards.   
 
Limits for benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene, and xylene (BTEX) are based on 
Best Available Demonstrated Control Technology (BADCT) defined in OAC 
3745-1-05(A)(3)(f).  They are also not able to change because of anti-
backsliding rules (OAC 3745-33-05(F)).  Limits for pH are based on WQS 
where all direct dischargers are required to meet this range. The new limit for 
oil and grease is based on the water quality criterion for the protection against 
adverse aesthetic conditions (OAC 3745-01-37). Limits for lead are hardness-
dependent and are based on the state-wide criteria (OAC 3745-1-07). For 
Outfalls 001 and 002, the lead limits are based on a hardness of 100 mg/L 
and 250 mg/L, respectively. 

 
New reporting is proposed for the following list of specific polycyclic aromatic 
hydrocarbons (PAHs) so that Ohio EPA can better characterize discharges of 
these pollutants and determine compliance with WQS. The concentrations of 
these pollutants are determined by EPA Method 610 for PAHs. Details can be 
found in Part III of the general permit. 
 

• Acenaphthene 
• Acenaphthylene 
• Anthracene 
• Benzo(a)anthracene 
• Benzo(a)pyrene 
• Benzo(b)fluoranthene 
• Benzo(ghi)perylene 
• Chrysene 
• Dibenzo(a,h)anthracene 
• Fluoranthene 
• Fluorene 
• Indeno(1,2,3-cd)pyrene 
• Naphthalene 
• Phenanthrene 
• Pyrene 

 

 
1 Ohio Environmental Protection Agency. Analysis of Unimpacted Stream Data for the State of Ohio. 2018. 
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Monthly monitoring for chemical oxygen demand (COD) and total suspended 
solids (TSS) are required under the permit.  Limits do not apply to these 
parameters because there are no state-wide water quality criteria.   
 
Facilities under this permit are required to use analytical methods which have 
appropriate (i.e. low enough) method detection levels (MDL) for analyzing 
lead and BTEX.  Details can be found in Parts V.E. and V.F. of this general 
permit. 
 
Approval from Ohio EPA is required prior to using treatment additives in the 
wastewater treatment process.  See Part IV.F. for instructions on obtaining 
approval. 
 

IX. Changes from Previous Permit 
 

Expansion of Coverage 
This permit has been modified from the previous version to allow additional 
petroleum-related discharges, including petroleum contact water and 
secondary containment water. As a result, the name of the permit has been 
changed from “Petroleum-Related Corrective Actions” to “Petroleum-
Contaminated Wastewater.” See Part VI of the permit for updated definitions. 
 
Addition of Discharges Excluded from Coverage 
The following discharges have been added to the list of discharges excluded 
from coverage under this permit in Part I.B.2: 
- discharges that may alternately be covered under another effective 

general permit, excluding the general permit for temporary wastewater 
discharges; 

- petroleum-contaminated wastewater discharges from accumulations in 
petroleum storage tanks and/or piping 

- petroleum-contaminated wastewater discharges from salvage yards, scrap 
yards, junkyards, or other staging areas for decommissioned motor 
vehicles; and 

- petroleum-contaminated wastewater discharges known to contain 
pollutants that are not commonly associated with petroleum products. 

 
New Final Effluent Limits and Monitoring 
New final effluent limits for Oil and Grease of 10 mg/L for both outfalls 001 
and 002. 
 
New reporting is proposed for the following list of specific polycyclic aromatic 
hydrocarbons (PAHs) so that Ohio EPA can better characterize discharges of 
these pollutants and determine compliance with WQS. The concentrations of 
these pollutants are determined by EPA Method 610 for PAHs. Details can be 
found in Part III of the general permit. 
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• Acenaphthene 
• Acenaphthylene 
• Anthracene 
• Benzo(a)anthracene 
• Benzo(a)pyrene 
• Benzo(b)fluoranthene 
• Benzo(ghi)perylene 
• Chrysene 
• Dibenzo(a,h)anthracene 
• Fluoranthene 
• Fluorene 
• Indeno(1,2,3-cd)pyrene 
• Naphthalene 
• Phenanthrene 
• Pyrene   

 
Treatment Additive Approval 
Part IV.F of the permit contains new language requiring permittees to obtain 
prior approval from Ohio EPA for the use of any treatment additives not listed 
as exempt in OAC 3745-33-03(G). 
 
Visual Monitoring and Recordkeeping 
Part IV.G of the permit contains new requirements for permittees to conduct 
visual assessments of their effluent and treatment equipment, and maintain 
records of their observations. 
 

X. Notice of Termination 
 
Permittees are to request permit coverage termination once the wastewater 
discharges are eliminated.  Failure to submit a NOT form constitutes a 
violation of the permit and is a violation of ORC 6111. 
 
To terminate coverage under this permit, the permittee must submit a NOT 
form through the Ohio EPA eBusiness Center Division of Surface Water 
NPDES Permit Application STREAMS service located in the link below. 
 
https://ebiz.epa.ohio.gov/login.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://ebiz.epa.ohio.gov/login.html
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Attachment A. Ohio Background Stream Hardness Data 
 

 
 
River Basin 

 
No. of 
Obs. 

 
No. of 

Stations 

 
No. < 
MDL 

Statistics by River Basin (mg/L) 
 
Min 

 
5th % 

 
25th % 

 
50th % 

 
75th % 

 
95th % 

 
Max 

 
Mean 

 
SD 

 
CV 

Statewide 13649 2019 0 17 85 164 244 322 471 2150 263.16 163.41 0.62 

Ashtabula 237 31 0 50 69 109 139 206 274.8 389 157.5 66.06 0.42 

Black 139 25 0 115 140.7 190 226 269 542.8 1240 270.35 169.02 0.63 

Chagrin 67 10 0 105 119.6 147 178 211.5 258.5 281 181.58 44.01 0.24 

Conneaut 140 10 0 32 56 84 103 139 168 354 111.8 -- 0.38 

CORT 960 168 0 47 82 127 175 281.25 1001 1540 272.51 270.8 0.99 

Cuyahoga 255 24 0 71.6 120.2 174.5 222 276.5 415.4 631 236.9 91.02 0.38 

Grand 150 43 0 38 70.45 101.75 141 188.75 311.3 427 155.32 73.27 0.47 

Great Miami 1111 186 0 80 198 276 321 357.5 411.5 621 315.65 67.48 0.21 

Hocking 109 18 0 50 130 254 297 415 1260 1510 395.49 -- 0.72 
Huron + 
Vermillion 236 5 0 89 153.75 219 257 293.5 348.5 438 254.83 58.98 0.23 

Little Beaver 54 23 0 132 140 243 280 411 527 889 328.3 -- 0.42 

Little Miami 604 113 0 63 130.3 199.5 269 332 385.85 546 265.64 85.1 0.32 

Mahoning 478 69 0 51 96 135 161.5 228 438.3 1640 216.44 169.83 0.78 

Maumee 1689 172 0 71 170 241 296 344 461.6 1860 306.94 129.33 0.42 
Mill Creek 
(Butler Co.) 72 12 0 106 151.3 191.25 255 294.5 369.45 503 250.56 74.91 0.3 

Muskingum 2710 448 0 17 95 154 230 319 764.55 2150 286.96 230.67 0.8 

Portage 105 15 0 101 199.4 241 280 309 364.6 476 278.79 56.17 0.2 

Rocky 155 17 0 116 136.1 172 221 254.5 365.1 584 226.27 69.95 0.31 

Sandusky 383 21 0 64 147 230.5 298 350 459.9 1430 299.05 114.46 0.38 

Scioto 2347 336 0 29 63 183 280 337 413 1250 260.16 114.04 0.44 

SEORT 1190 188 0 30 60.45 104 149 207.75 429.65 1370 184.51 144.31 0.78 

SWORT 545 129 0 26 50 172 213 247 303 424 203.01 70.16 0.35 

Wabash 12 7 0 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 


