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Ernie Stall mentioned that many individuals on MMAC have terms that expire this summer. He 
will send information directly to those who are potentially up for reappointment. 
 
There was a legislative update.  A House Bill is currently being debated that would reestablish 
the ability to hold meeting virtually.  This would allow those attending virtually to be counted 
towards a quorum.  It was mentioned that MMAC would likely continue to meet in person. 
 
Ohio EPA Recycling and Litter Prevention (R&LP) Grants 
 
April Stevens, Supervisor for the R&LP Grant program, provided a summary of the applications 
received for the 2022 grant round. A total of 103 applications were received totaling over $7.5 
million in requests. Highlights included two curbside contamination projects, market development 
applications for material recovery facility (MRF) expansions and other processing equipment as 
well as six scrap tire processing/manufacturing applications. Funding announcements are 
expected in late May.  There was discussion about the possibility of getting additional funding 
authority from the Controlling Board. 
 
April also provided a summary of Ohio EPA’s progress on the MMAC subcommittee 
recommendations for Director Stevenson.  These include grant sponsor feedback, outreach to 
potential grantees, grant responsiveness, and priorities.   
 
Drop-off anticontamination campaign 
 
Matthew Hittle, Ohio EPA-DMWM, provided an overview of the potential project that would focus 
on reducing contamination at drop-off recycling locations.  Matt shared results from a survey sent 
to solid waste management districts about at the existing infrastructure.  
 
Erin Oulton, with GT Environmental, provided an overview of efforts her company facilitated in 
the Adams Clermont Joint SMWD and the Lucas County SWMD.  These projects both looked to 
reduce contamination at drop-off sites. The education project in Clermont County accompanied 
new surveillance cameras and an electronic sign that were purchased with grant monies. The 
project resulted in significant reduction in contamination. The Lucas County project utilized Ohio 
EPA grant monies and was started in 2016.  That project tracked the contamination rates before 
and after an extensive education campaign. Take-aways include the benefits to direct 
engagement as well as the need for branded campaigns and consistent messaging. 
 
Emily Freeman, with Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes and, Energy (EGLE), 
provided an introduction for the anti-contamination efforts that were done in Michigan over the 
past couple years. Jill Martin, with The Recycling Partnership, provided an overview of those 
efforts, which included curbside and drop-off programs. Jill provided data that showed the 
improved percent change in contamination for the various programs. She provided examples for 
the various communication methods that were rolled out in communities involved in the project. 
Jill also showed the application used to track the contamination using visual waste audits. More 
specific data and information was provided for the anti-contamination efforts done in Novi, which 
included pre and post sorts of the materials.  Follow-up activities included installation of new site 
signage, interactive and monitored cameras, as well as distribution of additional printed and 
electronic educational material. 
 




