
One of the challenges for organizations today is finding ways to share data and statistics, 
performance metrics and successes in a way that is easily understood by those outside the 
organization.
Through InnovateOhio, under the leadership of the DeWine administration, state agencies 
are encouraged to use technology and data to improve services, reduce cost and spur 
innovation. To this end, Ohio EPA has started to build performance dashboards using data 
and information from our various Agency divisions.
Our goal with these dashboards is to help convey the important work we do and the 
progress we are making toward environmental improvements and operational efficiency. 
Being more transparent and communicative on how we function and the work we perform 
will help us build better connections with our stakeholders. It will also help us identify areas 
for improvement and growth. 
In our first dashboard report, we are highlighting the work we’ve done over the first six 
months of 2019 in the areas of compliance monitoring, inspections, emergency response 
and funding. In addition, we are including information on air and water quality trends 
for our state, including improvements made to the Cuyahoga River and surrounding 
watersheds. As we celebrate the 50th anniversary of the so-called burning river, we are proud to know that, along 
with many local partners, our work has made a once inaccessible waterway a shining example of environmental 
protection and restoration.

For details about the data 
and statistics summarized 

in this publication, visit  
our webpage at  

epa.ohio.gov/dashboard. 
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2018 Grant Awards
Ohio EPA provides grant funding for various programs to clean and protect our land, air and water resources. 
In 2018, the Agency provided grant funding to support a wide variety of activities, including helping small 
communities meet infrastructure needs, reducing litter, support scrap tire and mosquito control programs, 
promoting air and water quality projects and revitalizing old industrial sites.



Celebrating a Comeback  

Fifty Years on the Cuyahoga River 
The Cuyahoga is one of the pivotal North American Rivers. 
It has influenced major events in the nation’s history. The 
Cuyahoga River is 100 miles long, 22 miles of which are within 
the national park. Its drainage area covers 813 square miles of 
northeast Ohio. It has been designated both an Area of Concern 
and American Heritage River. 
Although the 1969 river fire is the most infamous, it was not the 
first or the largest. The number of fires on the Cuyahoga was 
anywhere from 11 to 16 fires from the late 1800s. The 1969 fire 
was the catalyst for passing Public Law 92-500 in Oct. 18, 1972, 
which is also known as the Clean Water Act. 
In 1984, Ohio EPA conducted the first water quality survey 
in the Cuyahoga River. Since 1984, Ohio EPA has routinely 
monitored the chemical, biological and habitat of the river to 
allow us to track water quality improvements. The most recent 
survey was conducted in 2017. The figures to the right show the 
improvement in biological measurements over the last 33 years.  
The (IBI) index  is a measurement of the fish health and the ICI 
index measures the macroinvertebrate (ICI)  health.  

Fish Consumption Advisory
Confirming research showing continued improvements to 
local water quality, in March 2019, U.S. EPA agreed with Ohio EPA’s recommendation that restrictions on fish 
consumption in the Cuyahoga River (from Gorge Dam to Lake Erie) can be eased. Any remaining advisories for 
that segment of stream are now consistent with the state’s general recommendations (updated yearly), available 
online at epa.ohio.gov/dsw/fishadvisory/index. 

Point Source Improvements 
Ohio has seen water quality improvements as a result of reductions of ammonia in discharges from our 
wastewater treatment plants. In the late 1980s, more stringent discharge regulations were enforced on 
wastewater treatment systems. Ammonia levels in the Cuyahoga River were drastically reduced as a result, levels 
have remained low since. This is important because ammonia is acutely toxic to aquatic life.
Significant water quality improvements have also resulted from reducing the amount of untreated combined 
sanitary wastewater and storm water from entering the river. Communities within the Akron and Cleveland area 
have contributed to water quality improvements by supporting Akron Waterways Renewed and the Northeast 
Ohio Regional Sewer District’s CSO reduction projects. 

Non-Point Source Improvements 
Dam Removals 
Ohio EPA and its watershed partners have coordinated the successful removal of dams in Kent, Munroe Falls and 
Cuyahoga Falls. Dam removals help restore the river’s natural habitat and ecosystem. Funding has been provided 
by the Division of Environmental and Financial Assistance. 
Nonpoint Source Control Grant Projects 
Through federal and state grant fuding, investments have occurred and continue in a significant manner toward 
the planning, design and implementation of restoration and remediation efforts in the Cuyahoga River. These 
planned investments will further improve the Cuyahoga River in the coming years.  



Air Quality Improvements
With respect to ozone, particulate matter and 
sulfur dioxide, air quality in Ohio continues to 
improve, even as the population and economy 
grows. Pollutant concentrations shown here are 
compared to the National Ambient Air Quality 
Standards (NAAQS) based on the design value 
which is established for each individual standard. 
The current standards are shown to provide 
context; the standards have been revised and 
strengthened over time.

Ozone
The average ozone design value has decreased 
by 25 percent since 1996, driven by a 66 
percent decrease in ozone precursor emissions 
of nitrogen oxides (NOx) and volatile organic 
chemicals (VOC). Today’s highest design value is 
now lower than the lowest design value in 1996. 

Fine Particulate Matter (PM2.5)
Two separate design values are established 
for PM2.5: annual and 24-hour. Since 2001, 
the average annual PM2.5 design value has 
decreased by 48 percent and the 24-hour PM2.5 
design value has decreased by 51 percent. PM2.5 
precursor emissions — direct PM2.5, nitrogen 
oxides (NOx) and sulfur dioxide (SO2) — have 
decreased by 73 percent since 2001.

Sulfur Dioxide (SO2)
The average SO2 design value has decreased 
by 76 percent since 1996, due to a 91 percent 
decrease in emissions. Most of these emissions 
reductions are from electric generating units, 
such as coal-fired power plants, which have shut 
down, installed emissions controls or switched 
to cleaner fuels.



Household Sewage Treatment Systems Funding
The Water Pollution Control Loan Fund (WPCLF) provides financial assistance to communities to help 
them meet their wastewater infrastructure needs. Beginning in 2016, Ohio EPA launched a special 
program to help communities address failing home sewage treatment systems (HSTS). The program 
provides principal forgiveness funding to counties and local health districts to assist low- to moderate-
income homeowners repair or replace failing household sewage treatment systems or connect to 
existing centralized sanitary sewer systems.
To date, more than 432 
HSTS repairs, 1,484 
HSTS replacements and 
122 sewer connections 
have been partially or 
fully funded through the 
program.
Between 2016 and 
2019, 71 out of 88 
Ohio counties have 
participated in the HSTS 
principal forgiveness 
program. The total 
of funds awarded to 
counties over this time 
period ranges from 
$50,000 to $1,250,000.

2018 State Revolving Loan Fund Awards
Ohio EPA’s state revolving funds, the Water Pollution 
Control Loan Fund (WPCLF) and the Water Supply 
Revolving Loan Account (WSRLA), provide below-market 
rate financing for public wastewater and drinking water 
infrastructure projects. Since these programs started, 
financing has been provided to Ohio communities for 
a wide variety of wastewater and water infrastructure 
projects across the state. This financing has helped 
improve water quality in Ohio while providing 
substantial savings to Ohio communities when compared 
to market rate financing.



Inspections and Compliance Monitoring
This dashboard reflects the Agency’s efforts to verify compliance with permits, environmental rules and 
other requirements for the facilities we regulate. These activities are broken down by month and Agency 
program. 

An inspection is defined as Agency personnel conducting 
a field visit to a site or facility. Other compliance 
monitoring activities include reviewing submittals that 
are required by the regulations, such as compliance 
reports, monitoring data, etc. 
To a large degree, compliance monitoring activities are 
proportional to the number of facilities that are regulated 
in various programs. 

For example, the large numbers 
in the drinking water program 
reflect the Agency’s work in 
reviewing monitoring and 
analytical reports that are 
submitted by thousands of public 
water systems each month.

Agency Permits and Authorizing Actions
This dashboard displays permits and other authorizing actions issued by Ohio EPA from January 
through June 2019.



Emergency Response
Ohio EPA’s Office of Emergency Response (ER) includes staff throughout Ohio who coordinate 
with local, state and federal first responders and support entities on environmental emergencies. 
Typical environmental response incidents include train wrecks, facility malfunctions, highway 
crashes, fish kills, releases and natural disasters. Our team works in partnership with others to 
minimize and abate the impact these releases cause to the public and the environment.
Our ER teams respond 24-hours 
a day, seven days a week to 
incidents across the state. 
Statewide, Ohio EPA records 
more than 5,000 incident 
reports annually through calls 
to our emergency response spill 
hotline from citizens, companies, 
law enforcement, emergency 
responders and other agencies.

Customer Outreach, Assistance and Interactions
Ohio EPA interacts with the regulated community, public 
and other stakeholders daily. Our Division of Environmental 
and Financial Assistance provides compliance assistance to 
businesses and communities through on-site visits, email, 
newsletters and webinars.
Ohio EPA’s eBusiness Center is a secure portal for regulated 
entities to electronically complete and file Ohio EPA-related 
reports and permit applications.


