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Jerry Rouch Named Deputy 
Director for Infrastructure 
Funding  

Director Stevenson recently asked 
Jerry Rouch, chief of the Division of 
Environmental and Financial Assistance 
(DEFA) to serve as Deputy Director for 
Infrastructure Funding. In this position, 
Jerry will coordinate activities internally 
with various Ohio EPA divisions and 
other agencies pertaining to American 
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA), H2Ohio, state 
revolving fund (SRF) programs, drinking 
water lead funding, and other federal infrastructure funding programs. Jerry 
will also help coordinate infrastructure outreach activities and program 
development. The position of chief of the Division of Environmental and 
Financial Assistance will be posted shortly and will report to Jerry. Jerry 
will serve as chief in an interim capacity until a new chief is chosen.  

Jerry started at the Agency as an environmental scientist in the Division 
of Construction Grants (now known as DEFA) and became assistant chief 
in 2015, overseeing the Office of Financial Assistance. In 2019, Jerry was 
promoted to DEFA chief. Under his leadership, the SRF programs have 
flourished with significantly increased loan activity and innovative funding 
mechanisms to meet today’s challenges. Jerry is proud of his work, and 
even more proud of the DEFA staff who work hard for Ohio’s businesses 
and communities.  

An Erie, PA native, Jerry received an undergraduate degree in earth 
science from Gannon University, and a master’s degree in natural 
resources from Ball State University. After starting with Ohio EPA, Jerry 
finished a second master’s degree in political science. Jerry has two sons, and, 
when he’s not working, loves spending time with his wife, Susan. Jerry enjoys 
hiking, kayaking, fishing hunting, and endurance sports like running, biking, and 
swimming.  
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Learn the Lingo 
Green Chemistry - the design 
of chemical products and 
processes that reduce or 
eliminate the use or generation of 
hazardous substances. Green 
chemistry applies across the life 
cycle of a chemical product, 
including its design, manufacture, 
use, and ultimate disposal.  

 

http://epa.ohio.gov/defa/
mailto:helen.miller@epa.ohio.gov
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U.S. EPA Calls for Nominations for 2022 Green Chemistry Challenge Awards 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) is now accepting nominations for the 2022 Green Chemistry 

Challenge Awards from companies or institutions that have developed a new green chemistry process or product that 
helps protect human health and the environment. Green chemistry is the design of chemical products and processes that 
reduce or eliminate the generation and use of chemicals that are hazardous to the environment and people’s health.  

“The Green Chemistry Challenge Awards is an opportunity for U.S. EPA to recognize green chemistry solutions that 
advance protection of human health and the environment by preventing pollution at its source,” said U.S. EPA Office of 
Chemical Safety and Pollution Prevention Assistant Administrator Michal Freedhoff. “This year, I am pleased to 
announce a new category to recognize innovative green chemistry technologies that can advance the fight against climate 
change while also helping U.S. businesses reduce costs, use resources more efficiently, and be more competitive.” 

Nominations are due to U.S. EPA by Dec. 10, 2021. An independent panel of technical experts convened by the 
American Chemical Society Green Chemistry Institute will formally judge the 2022 nominations and make 
recommendations to U.S. EPA for the 2022 winners. U.S. EPA anticipates giving awards to outstanding green chemistry 
technologies in six categories next June. 

Since the inception of the awards more than 25 years ago, U.S. EPA has received more than 1,800 nominations and 
presented awards for 128 technologies that decrease hazardous chemicals and resources, reduce costs, protect human 
health, and spur economic growth. Winning technologies are responsible for annually reducing the use or generation of 
hundreds of millions of pounds of hazardous chemicals, saving billions of gallons of water, and eliminating billions of 
pounds of carbon dioxide equivalents. 

More information on past award winners and how to submit entries can be found at: Green Chemistry U.S. EPA. 

  

https://www.epa.gov/greenchemistry/2022-green-chemistry-challenge-award-nomination-package
https://www.epa.gov/greenchemistry/2022-green-chemistry-challenge-award-nomination-package
https://www.epa.gov/greenchemistry
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Stay Connected and Get Electronic Updates from Ohio EPA  
Did you know you can sign up to receive electronic updates from many of the divisions at Ohio EPA? 

Many Ohio EPA divisions maintain electronic lists to notify customers of upcoming changes in rules, provide 
opportunities to comment on proposed rules and guidance documents, deadlines on grant submittals, and training 
opportunities. DEFA sends out a monthly update containing information about the following topics, and special updates 
are also provided as needed between issues. 

• Ohio EPA and other partner organization training opportunities. 
• Links to Ohio EPA’s most recently recorded training webinars. 
• Deadlines for upcoming nominations, grants, etc. 
• Stakeholder input opportunities on rule reviews from various Ohio EPA divisions. 
• New publications from Ohio EPA, US. EPA and other partner organizations. 

To receive electronic notifications about upcoming webinars, trainings, and conferences you can create an account in 
our Customer Support Center.  

The Ohio Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Grant Program 
In July 2021 Governor DeWine announced the launch of 

a new water and wastewater infrastructure grant program, 
administered by the Ohio Department of Development in 
partnership with Ohio EPA. It will provide nearly $250 
million to improve access to clean drinking water and 
wastewater infrastructure. Grants will be up to $250,000 
for design projects and up to $5 million for construction 
projects to Ohio communities. Public entities within a 
political subdivision with the authority to own and operate 
public water and sewer systems and nonprofit, non-
community public water systems may apply. Funding for the 
program is provided by the American Rescue Plan Act.  

Examples of eligible projects include: 
• Sewage/Wastewater treatment plant (WWTP) 

improvements/expansion; 
• New/replacement sanitary sewer lines;  
• Excess sanitary sewer infiltration/inflow correction; 
• Improvements to drinking water treatment facilities;  
• Waterline improvements or extensions;  
• Repair, replacement, or construction of drinking 

water towers; and 
• Design costs for a public drinking water or 

sewer/wastewater infrastructure project. 

The program includes an emphasis on addressing the 
needs of economically disadvantaged communities, including 
providing safe, reliable drinking water in areas that lack 
infrastructure, providing sewage treatment capacity in 
unsewered areas and promoting regional development of 
infrastructure to serve multiple communities. The review 
process also considers the “readiness to proceed.” This means 
that those projects that already have approved engineering/design, plans, and permits and can begin construction within 
1-6 months will receive a greater score on the application. 

The application, program guidelines, and a list of FAQ about the grant process are available at 
investinginohiosfuture.ohio.gov. If you have questions, please contact watergrants@development.ohio.gov. 

 

 

 

 
“This program will make a difference in our 
communities and in the lives of Ohioans,” said Ohio 
EPA Director Laurie A. Stevenson. “Many Ohio 
communities need this assistance to help their water 
and wastewater infrastructure projects move 
forward.” 

 

 

https://epa.ohio.gov/Portals/29/documents/Create-CSC-Account.pdf
https://investinginohiosfuture.ohio.gov/
mailto:watergrants@development.ohio.gov
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Tools to Search U.S. EPA's Toxics Release Inventory (TRI)  
What is the TRI? The Toxics Release Inventory 

(TRI) is a resource for learning about toxic chemical 
releases and pollution prevention activities reported by 
industrial and federal facilities. 

U.S. EPA has improved its TRI Search and TRI Search 
Plus online tools to make it easier for users to learn 
about chemical releases from industrial and federal 
facilities in and near communities across the U.S., 
particularly for those concerned about environmental 
justice (EJ).  

The user-friendly tools show TRI data for a given 
location, including how chemicals are being managed by 
facilities in the area, information about potential health 
effects of the chemicals being released, and facilities’ 
history of compliance with environmental laws.  

Recent Enhancements Include: 

• A demographic profile shows the 
demographics of the population 
living near TRI facilities by 
ethnicity, income, education level 
and other metrics, overlaying 
demographic indicator data from 
U.S. EPA’s EJSCREEN tool;  

• An EJ Report ranks locations 
based on certain variables, like 
proximity to Superfund sites and 
hazardous waste facilities; and 

• Improved interactive maps, 
customizable tables, charts, and 
graphs, and printer-friendly 
handouts.  

Try the new TRI Search and Search Plus at: https://www.epa.gov/toxics-release-inventory-tri-program. 

Ohio EPA Announces 2021 Encouraging Environmental Excellence Awards 
Ohio EPA Director Laurie A. Stevenson recognized 15 organizations with 

the Agency’s Encouraging Environmental Excellence (E3) stewardship award 
during the 2021 Sustainability Conference. “I am honored to recognize these 15 
organizations with the E3 award,” Director Stevenson said. “Their efforts in 
recycling, waste-reduction processes, renewable energy programs, and 
sustainability programs make a lasting impact on their communities and the 
environment as a whole.” Ohio EPA’s E3 program recognizes businesses and 
organizations for completing environmentally beneficial activities and serves as 
an incentive for organizations to commit to ongoing environmental 
stewardship. Applications are evaluated using environmental stewardship 
criteria developed by Ohio EPA. All applicants must be in compliance with 
environmental laws and regulations. 

  

 

Toxics Release Inventory (TRI) 
Program 

Providing Pollution Prevention and Toxic Chemical 
Release Information 

https://www.epa.gov/toxics-release-inventory-tri-program
https://www.epa.gov/toxics-release-inventory-tri-program
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To obtain recognition for stewardship, an organization can work through four levels of recognition: Achievement, 
Silver, Gold, and Platinum. All levels require a commitment to meet or exceed environmental regulatory requirements. 

This year’s Platinum Level winners are: 
• First Solar – (Perrysburg (PGT1) and Perrysburg and Walbridge (PGT2) locations; 
• Kenworth Truck Company; and 
• Scott’s Miracle-Gro.  
This year’s Gold Level winners are: 
• AES;  
• Honda Development and Manufacturing of America, LLC – Anna Engine Plant; 
• Honda Development and Manufacturing of America, LLC – East Liberty Auto Plant;  
• Honda Development and Manufacturing of America, LLC – Marysville Auto Plant; and 
• The Ohio State University.  
This year’s Silver Level winners are: 
• AGC Automotive Americas;  
• Hikma Pharmaceuticals USA, Inc.;  
• The Huntington National Bank – Cleveland Avenue;  
• The Huntington National Bank – Easton Oval;  
• Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District; and  
• Weastec. 
Details on award recipients from 2021 can be found on Ohio EPA’s website at https://epa.ohio.gov/News/Online-

News-Room/News-Releases/ohio-epa-announces-2021-encouraging-environmental-excellence-winners. Through 
the E3 program, Ohio EPA helps businesses receive recognition for environmental stewardship efforts. To learn more 
about the E3 program and the nomination process, please visit www.epa.ohio.gov/ocapp/ohioe3 or call 1-800-329-
7518. 

Join us Nov. 15, 2021 for National Recycling Day and Submit Entries for our Virtual Art Show! 

Recycling is an important way for individuals and businesses to reduce the waste they generate and the negative 
impact of that waste. Because recycling is big business in Ohio, every time you recycle you support the many companies 
and employees doing this important work. So reduce, reuse, recycle, and buy recycled-content products. Your efforts 
benefit our natural world and our economy. 

Go to these links to more information on recycling: 
• America Recycles, U.S. EPA.  
• Basics of Recycling in Ohio, Ohio EPA.  
• Where to Recycle in Ohio, Ohio EPA.  
• Recycling Resources in Ohio, Ohio EPA.  

To help celebrate, Ohio EPA is asking Ohio school students K-12, Ohio EPA employees, Ohio State agencies and 
family members, and local Ohio artists, to submit their master pieces containing art made using recycled materials. The 
virtual art show video will be shared on Ohio EPA’s website on National Recycling Day. Contact Marie Barnett 
at marie.barnett@epa.ohio.gov, for more information. 

For inspiration, view the 2020 video! The deadline to submit is Oct. 29, 2021. 

https://epa.ohio.gov/News/Online-News-Room/News-Releases/ohio-epa-announces-2021-encouraging-environmental-excellence-winners
https://epa.ohio.gov/News/Online-News-Room/News-Releases/ohio-epa-announces-2021-encouraging-environmental-excellence-winners
http://www.epa.ohio.gov/ocapp/ohioe3
https://www.epa.gov/americarecycles
https://epa.ohio.gov/ocapp/recycling#164884406-basics
https://epa.ohio.gov/ocapp/recycling
https://epa.ohio.gov/ocapp/recycling#164884404-resources
mailto:marie.barnett@epa.ohio.gov
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6La7WrU8QiA
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Ohio EPA’s 2021 Virtual Sustainability 
Conference  

Ohio EPA held its third Sustainability Conference Sept. 21-23, 
2021.  

This free, virtual conference showcased sustainability efforts and 
perspectives from a diverse group of Ohio’s leaders representing all 
sizes of businesses, communities, academic institutions, and 
sustainability-focused organizations. During the conference, attendees 
heard from Ohio’s sustainability leaders, eager to share their insight for 
how they've gone above and beyond to encourage, implement, and 
celebrate sustainable practices in their organizations.  

Attendees interacted and engaged with Ohio’s sustainability experts 
and downloaded resources during the sessions listed below to help 
encourage, implement, and celebrate sustainability initiatives in their 
organization. The conference was held over three days with three 
sessions per day.  

Conference sessions were: 
• Sustainability – Take the Journey Keynote 
• Encouraging Sustainability on a Regional Level Panel  
• Encouraging Sustainability on a Local Level Panel  
• Sustainability Implementation Tools 
• Implementing Sustainability within Your Organization 
• Sustainability Tools to Track, Measure, and Quantify Your 

Journey 
• Sustainability: Celebrating the Big and Small Wins 
• Celebrating Sustainability Within Your Organization 
• Celebrating Sustainability Outside Your Organization 

The recorded sessions are available to view on Ohio EPA’s YouTube Channel at 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLG-i5NyfnYhF6iEMzwCzNGuQLDLV9fu_g. 

Training Opportunities 
• November 3, 2021, 2022 Recycling Ohio Grant Kick Off Webinar 

• November 9, 2021, Feet on the Street: Fighting Contamination Across Ohio 

• November 18, 2021, Fight the Bite! Ohio EPA’s Mosquito Control Grant Application Overview 

New Publications 
• Small Business Bulletin August 2021 (PDF) 

• Small Business Bulletin September 2021 (PDF) 

Deadlines 
• December 10, 2021, 2022 Green Chemistry Challenge Awards, Nominations Due, U.S. EPA. 

  

What attendees said:  
“Glad to hear about all of the great 
efforts that are happening in Ohio.  

I am also glad this is virtual.” 
“Different perspectives were great - 
municipalities smaller and larger,  

and a local business.” 
“Great, thorough, compelling information 
provided. Most slides triggered a variety 
of ideas on how to apply this information 

to my organization for improvement.” 
“Great job on the topics and speakers” 

https://epa.ohio.gov/sustainability_conference
https://epa.ohio.gov/sustainability_conference
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLG-i5NyfnYhF6iEMzwCzNGuQLDLV9fu_g
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/6843901748235417870
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/1580816663333995277
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/236590031115137036
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2021-08/smallbizepa-august-2021.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2021-09/smallbizepa-september-2021.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/greenchemistry
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Ohio EPA’s Performance Dashboard  
One of the challenges for organizations today is finding ways to share data and statistics, performance metrics and 

successes in a way that is easily understood by those outside the organization. Through InnovateOhio, under the 
leadership of the DeWine administration, state agencies are encouraged to use technology and data to improve services, 
reduce cost and spur innovation. Ohio EPA has started to build performance dashboards using data and information 
from our various Agency divisions. 

Go to our dashboard at: https://epa.ohio.gov/dashboard to view some of our metrics. Some examples are: 

State Revolving Loan Fund Awards. Ohio EPA’s state revolving funds, the Water Pollution Control Loan Fund 
(WPCLF) and the Water Supply Revolving Loan Account (WSRLA), provide below market rate loan financing for public 
wastewater and drinking water infrastructure projects.  

Funding for Environmental Protection and Clean-Up. Ohio EPA provides grant funding for various programs 
to clean and protect our land, air, and water resources and promote environmentally sustainable practices.  

Agency Permits and Authorizing Actions. The dashboard displays permits and other authorizing actions, which 
include plan approvals and permits-to- install, for key program areas, including surface water, air pollution, and drinking 
water. 

Compliance Inspections and Verification Reviews. This reflects the Agency’s efforts to verify or inspect for 
compliance with permits, environmental rules, and other requirements. An inspection is defined as Agency personnel 
conducting a field visit to a site or facility. Verification review includes review of submittals that are required by the 
regulations, such as compliance reports, monitoring data, etc. 

Emergency Response Incidents. Ohio EPA’s Office of Emergency Response (ER) includes staff stationed 
throughout Ohio who coordinate with local, state, and federal first responders and support entities on environmental 
emergencies. Typical environmental response incidents include train wrecks, facility malfunctions, highway crashes, fish 
kills, chemical releases, and natural disasters. Our team works in 
partnership with others to minimize and abate the impact these releases 
cause to the public and the environment. 

Customer Interactions. Ohio EPA’s eBusiness Center is a secure 
portal for regulated entities to electronically complete and file Ohio EPA-
related reports and permit applications. In addition to these business 
transactions, Ohio EPA also interacts with the regulated community, public 
and other stakeholders daily through phone calls, online meetings and site 
visits, email, newsletters, listserv announcements, and webinars. 

The goal of these dashboards is to help convey the work we do and the 
progress we are making toward environmental improvements and 
operational efficiency. Being more transparent and communicating how we 
function and the work we perform, helps us build better connections with 
our stakeholders. It also helps us identify areas for improvement and 
growth. 

 

Division of Environmental and 
Financial Assistance (DEFA) 

Helping communities and businesses 
access technical and financial assistance 

for their environmental needs. 

Contact Us 
(614) 644-2798 

epa.ohio.gov/defa/ 
  

Compliance Assistance Hotline 
(800) 329-7518 

50 W. Town St., Suite 700 
Columbus, OH 43215 

https://epa.ohio.gov/dashboard
http://epa.ohio.gov/defa/
http://epa.ohio.gov/defa/
http://epa.ohio.gov/defa/

	Jerry Rouch Named Deputy Director for Infrastructure Funding
	Inside this Issue
	Learn the Lingo
	U.S. EPA Calls for Nominations for 2022 Green Chemistry Challenge Awards
	Stay Connected and Get Electronic Updates from Ohio EPA
	The Ohio Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Grant Program
	Tools to Search U.S. EPA's Toxics Release Inventory (TRI)
	Ohio EPA Announces 2021 Encouraging Environmental Excellence Awards
	Toxics Release Inventory (TRI) Program
	Ohio EPA’s 2021 Virtual Sustainability Conference
	Training Opportunities
	New Publications
	Deadlines
	Ohio EPA’s Performance Dashboard

