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August 9, 2022 

Mayors, County Commissioners, Regional Authority Officials, 
Consulting Engineers, and Other Interested Parties 

Re:  Water Supply Revolving Loan Account (WSRLA) 
   Special Call for Lead Service Line and Emerging Contaminants Project Nominations 

Program Year 2023 (July 1, 2022 - June 30, 2023) 

The Division of Environmental and Financial Assistance (DEFA) is pleased to announce a special WSRLA 
Program Year 2023 call for project nominations. This special call is to solicit lead service line replacement 
and emerging contaminants project nominations. 

Over the next five years, the WSRLA program will receive additional funding through the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law (BIL). For Program Year 2023, BIL funding includes up to $71.3 million for lead service 
line projects and $19 million for emerging contaminants projects. Lead service line (LSL) projects may 
receive up to 54% of project costs as principal forgiveness with the remainder as 0% loan funding. Principal 
forgiveness is the portion of a loan that does not require repayment.  To be considered for LSL principal 
forgiveness funding, entities must meet the WSRLA disadvantaged community criteria benchmarks.  

Emerging contaminants (EC) funding is available as 100% principal forgiveness. A minimum of 25% of EC 
funding must be allocated to systems that qualify as disadvantaged communities.  

To be considered for WSRLA LSL and EC funding in Program Year 2023, nominations must be received no 
later than September 5, 2022 via email to defamail@epa.ohio.gov. Visit the WSRLA webpage for the 
nomination form and instructions. Ohio EPA strongly encourages applicants to submit project 
nominations for consideration of funding from the WSRLA as well as other funds that may become 
available during the program year (e.g., additional grants from USEPA, H2Ohio funding, etc.).  

On a related matter, Ohio EPA will be hosting a webinar on August 10, 2022 to review the opportunities 
available through BIL as well as this call for nominations. For more information and to register visit 
https://epa.ohio.gov/about/media-center/events/webinar-water-wastewater-funding-federal-
infrastructure-3.  

If you have any questions, please contact our office at defamail@epa.ohio.gov. Thank you for your 
continued interest in improving Ohio’s drinking water resources. 

Sincerely, 

Jonathan Bernstein, Chief 
Division of Environmental and Financial Assistance 
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