
Drinking Water Assistance Fund 
Disadvantaged Community Loan Program 
Proposed Criteria for Program Year 2024 

 
The Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) section 1452(d) requires states to develop disadvantaged 
community program criteria to determine what systems or districts qualify for additional financial 
subsidy (i.e., principal forgiveness, reduced loan rates). Public water systems eligible for the DWAF 
program, with the exception of some privately owned systems1, that meet the criteria qualify for the 
disadvantaged community loan program.   
 
With the passage of the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) in November 2021, USEPA encouraged states 
to evaluate the disadvantaged community program criteria and make adjustments, where appropriate. 
Ohio EPA reviewed and carefully considered the disadvantaged community loan program and made 
adjustments for Program Year 2023. No additional revisions are proposed for Program Year 2024. The 
2021 American Community Survey (ACS) 5-year Estimates is the most recently available census data and 
is reflected in the program values listed below.  
 
For PY 2024, a disadvantaged community candidate is a Public Water System (PWS) with a service 
population below 10,000, a nominated project with demonstrated health-related factors, and that 
meets any three of the four socio-economic benchmarks identified below.  
 

General Criteria Program Value 

Service Area Population Less than 10,000 

Documented human health-related factors Presence of indicators 

Socio-Economic Benchmarks Program Value 

Median Household Income (MHI) less than or equal to statewide average  ≤ $61,938 

Individuals with income below 200% of poverty level greater than or equal 
to statewide average ≥ 29.8% 

Unemployment Rate (civilian) greater than or equal to statewide average ≥ 5.2% 

Water and sewer rates compared to MHI greater than or equal to statewide 
benchmark ≥ 2.5%  

 
For program year 2024 Emerging Contaminant (EC) and Lead Service Line (LSL) funding, a 
disadvantaged community candidate is a Public Water System (PWS) with a nominated project 
remedying health-related factors (LSL or emerging contaminants) and that meets any three of 
the four socio-economic benchmarks identified above. Service Area Population is not an 
eligibility factor for EC and LSL projects.  

 
1 Privately owned systems must be regulated by the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO), a system 
considered a political subdivision as defined by ORC 6119.011 or a non-profit public water system. 


