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Introduction  
2021 marked another successful year of enhanced services to Ohio’s businesses and communities through Ohio EPA’s Division 
of Environmental and Financial Assistance (DEFA). Through our team’s efforts, we surpassed prior years of assistance and 
service to our customers. DEFA serves as a one-stop shop for customers seeking technical and financial resources to help them 
achieve compliance. Listed below are just some of the resources and services available.  

• Providing environmental and financial assistance to support H2Ohio, Governor Mike DeWine’s comprehensive, data-
driven water quality initiative to reduce harmful algal blooms (HABs), improve wastewater infrastructure, and 
prevent lead contamination. 

• State revolving fund (SRF) loan programs to help communities construct and maintain wastewater and drinking 
water infrastructure.  

• Funding to help communities address water quality issues from combined sewer overflows, failing home sewage 
treatment systems, nutrients, and lead. 

• Technical assistance to help small community wastewater treatment plants improve operations and efficiency. 

• Compliance assistance program to help small businesses with environmental regulations through on-site visits, help 
completing applications and forms, training, and plain-English publications. 

• Funding to support recycling, litter cleanup, scrap tire management, and market development for recyclables such as 
glass, plastics, rubber, and construction and demolition debris. 

• The Encouraging Environmental Excellence (E3) program, which recognizes the outstanding efforts of businesses, 
communities, and other entities making a commitment to environmental stewardship.  

• The Ohio Materials Marketplace, an online tool to facilitate the reuse of materials through a collaborative network of 
businesses, organizations, and entrepreneurs.  

In 2021, we reached out to thousands of businesses and communities throughout Ohio to increase the awareness of services 
and resources available through DEFA, and we look forward to even greater technical and finacial assistance in the coming 
year. 

Funding to Help Communities Address Wastewater and Drinking Water Needs 

Water Pollution Control Loan Fund 
Through the Water Pollution Control Loan Fund (WPCLF), Ohio EPA offers financial and technical assistance to public entities 
(villages, cities, counties, and sewer districts) for wastewater-related projects, including:      

• improving and expanding wastewater treatment plants;  

• installing/replacing sewers;  

• eliminating sewer infiltration/inflow;  

• addressing unsewered areas; 

• repairing/replacing failing household sewage treatment systems; and 

• infrastructure improvements to address combined sewer overflow (CSO) problems.  

During 2021, Ohio EPA awarded WPCLF loans totaling more than $610 million to Ohio communities. Principal forgiveness 
(grant-like) funding totalling nearly $11 million was made available to help communities address failing household sewage 
treatment systems (HSTS). In addition, close to $29 million in principal forgiveness was made available to provide collection 
capacity in unsewered areas and address other infrastructure priorities, particularly in economically disadvantaged and small 
communities. 
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Water Supply Revolving Loan Account Program 
Ohio EPA’s Water Supply Revolving Loan Account (WSRLA) provides financial assistance to communities for planning, design, 
construction, and improvements to public water systems. 

In 2021, Ohio EPA awarded WSRLA loans totaling more than $189 million to help communities address drinking water 
infrastructure needs. In addition, about $24 million in principal forgiveness funding was made available to help fund small, 
disadvantaged communities and regionalization projects.  

  

 

 

  

WPCLF in 2021: $610.33 million 

 WSRLA in 2021: $189.18 million 
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The table below summarizes WPCLF and WRSLA funding highlights and award totals. 

WPCLF and WSRLA Loan Programs 2021 Highlights 

WPCLF Program (Wastewater Infrastructure) 

WPCLF Loans for Wastewater Infrastructure Planning, Design, and Construction $571,045,488 

Household Sewage Treatment System (HSTS) Principal Forgiveness Funding $10,575,000 

Principal Forgiveness for Non-HSTS Projects $28,711,484 

WSRLA Program (Drinking Water Infrastructure) 

WSRLA Loans for Drinking Water Infrastructure Planning, Design, and Construction $164,949,675 

WSRLA Principal Forgiveness $24,231,007 

HAB, Lead Service Line and PFAS Funding through Ohio’s SRF Programs  

WSRLA Lead Service Line Replacement  $10,445,582 

WSRLA Harmful Algal Blooms  $9,629,266  

WSRLA PFAS (Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances)  $2,667,457 

Addressing Statewide Priorities through Ohio’s SRF Programs 
Ohio EPA leverages financial resources through our SRF and grant programs to address some of the state’s most significant 
water quality challenges, including HABs, failing septic systems, lead, and combined sewer overflows. Working in partnership 
with other public funding partners, providing incentives for innovative approaches, and offering flexible financing terms have 
been effective strategies to help our communities in addressing these challenges.  

Harmful Algal Blooms  
During 2021, the WSRLA program awarded more than $9 million in loans for infrastructure improvements at drinking water 
treatment plants intended to address the effects of HABs on drinking water supplies.  

Lead Service Lines 
Beginning in October 2020, the WSRLA program made available $20 million in principal forgiveness funding for public and 
private lead service line (LSL) replacement. In 2021, over $10 million was awarded to 16 projects for LSL replacement.  

Failing Household Sewage Treatment Systems 
Local health districts were offered WPCLF funding to help their low- to moderate-income homeowners repair and replace 
failing HSTS. Through the program, more than $10 million in principal forgiveness funding was made available to homeowners 
through their local health departments. Health departments in 72 counties applied for up to a maximum of $150,000 each to 
distribute under the HSTS program. Since the program was initiated in 2016, more than $70 million has been awarded, over 
$48 million has been disbursed, and approximately 3,500 systems have been repaired or replaced.  

Continuing to Support Disadvantaged Communities with Regional Approaches  
As the overall cost and complexity of infrastructure management has steadily risen, it has become increasingly difficult for 
some smaller communities to maintain their facilities. This is true of both drinking water and wastewater infrastructure. In 
some parts of the state, areas that need new centralized facilities are finding it very difficult to go it alone. For both drinking 
water and wastewater projects, Ohio EPA’s SRF resources provide incentives for utilities to consolidate or regionalize. In 2021, 
principal forgiveness and zero percent interest rate funds were available to assist in these cost-effective solutions. 

In 2021, $14 million in principal forgiveness was committed to six wastewater projects which regionalized by creating 
centralized wastewater treatment plants or by tying in unsewered areas to an existing wastewater treatment plant. Over $1 
million in zero percent interest rate funding was made available to bring public drinking water to the unincorporated area of 
Mount Air. 
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Recipient Project Loan Amount Principal Forgiveness 

WSRLA Regionalization/Consolidation Projects 

Del-Co Water Co Mount Air Water Main Improvements $1,046,311  

WPCLF Regionalization/Consolidation Projects 

Nelsonville Nelsonville New Regional WWTP $3,000,000 $3,000,000 

West Union Panhandle Subdivision Sewer Expansion $3,391,053 $3,000,000 

Athens County US 50 Sanitary Sewer Improvements Phase 5 $4,000,000 $4,000,000 

Palestine-Hollansburg 
Joint Sewer District 

Regional WWTP and Sanitary Sewer Collection System $7,540,778 $4,050,000 

 

Ohio’s SRF programs are some of the largest in the country. Both the WPCLF and WSRLA programs are audited extensively 
each year by federal and state officials. In all audits of the SRF programs by U.S. EPA and the Ohio Auditor of State completed in 
2021, no significant deficiencies of either program were identified. 

SRF Funding – Community Highlights 

Palestine-Hollansburg Joint Sewer District - Regional WWTP and Sanitary Sewer Collection System 
In 2021, Ohio EPA awarded a $7.5 million loan to the Palestine-Hollansburg Joint Sewer District for its regional wastewater 
treatment plant (WWTP) and sanitary sewer collection system project. The villages of Palestine and Hollansburg are small 
towns of less than 250 persons in Darke County near the Ohio/Indiana border. Neither community had a centralized 
wastewater collection and/or treatment system and both faced issues with failing household treatment systems. The villages 
have created a joint sewer district and will share an aerated lagoon with holding pond and a gravity sewer collection system. 
The WWTP will be located in Hollansburg. In addition to low-interest loan financing, the project received $4 million of 
principal forgiveness and a $1 million H2Ohio grant. 

Noble County Water Authority -Waterline Extension & Interconnection Project  
The Noble County Water Authority (NCWA) was awarded a nearly $2.5 million low interest loan to connect an estimated 110 
residences and businesses to the NCWA’s existing water main and provide an emergency interconnection with the Village of 
Byesville. Residents in the project area drew water from private wells, springs, and cisterns. Problems with the private water 
supplies include acid mine drainage contamination, bacterial contamination, and low production. NCWA’s distribution lines 
have not served the proposed project area due to its sparse population making it cost-prohibitive. With funding from multiple 
sources, including an H2Ohio grant and a Small and Disadvantaged Communities Drinking Water (SDCDW) grant authorized 
by the Water Infrastructure Improvements for the Nation (WIIN) Act, the project became cost-effective and affordable. NCWA 
is planning additional extension projects to underserved rural areas in their district. 

Wetland and Stream Preservation and Restoration 
Created in 2000, the Water Resource Restoration Sponsor Program (WRRSP) uses interest monies from WPCLF loan sponsor 
projects to fund preservation and restoration of aquatic habitat. Since 2000, more than $222 million has been awarded for 170 
projects to protect and preserve some of Ohio’s highest water quality resources. In 2021, Ohio EPA approved four projects for 
$5,164,642 in WRRSP funding.  

Implementer Project County Amount 

Appalachia Ohio Alliance Fleming Bend Protection Pickaway $2,611,000 

Appalachia Ohio Alliance Big Darby Creek Conservation Corridor Additions Pickaway $2,258,000 

Cleveland Museum of Natural History McCoy Fen Preserve Expansion Ashtabula $124,000 

Cleveland Museum of Natural History Floyd Preserve Expansion Ashtabula $171,642 
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Project Spotlight 

The McCoy Fen State Nature Preserve Expansion 
The Cleveland Museum of Natural History, through its Natural Areas program, purchased and will permanently preserve the 
73.767-acre Hostetler Tract in Wayne Township, Ashtabula County in 2021 using WRRSP funds. This property is adjacent to 
the Museum’s existing 208-acre McCoy Fen State Nature Preserve and expands this preserve from a 208-acre conservation 
area to a 282-acre conservation area.  

The McCoy Fen State Nature Preserve Expansion Project is focused on 
preserving Category-3 wetland habitat, including fen habitat, and stream 
habitat. The project site contains a total of 1,700 feet of frontage on the 
main stem of Pymatuning Creek and 69 acres of high-quality wetlands.  

Fen wetlands are extremely uncommon in Ohio. Alkaline groundwater 
seeps run through these wetlands supporting many rare plants. The 
adjacent McCoy fen has 35 state listed plant and animal species. The 
purchased expansion site has three state-listed species. Expanding and 
preserving the McCoy Fen will provide opportunity for additional state-
listed plants and animals to colonize this protected site. 

The Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District sponsored this WRRSP 
project in connection with its Southerly Building Demolition project. 

  

Project Spotlight 
The Big Darby Creek Conservation Corridor Initiative  
In 2021, Appalachia Ohio Alliance (AOA) used WRRSP funds to purchase 
and permanently protect the 144-acre Carter property and the 144-acre 
Confluence property (total of 288 acres). The Carter property, in Darby 
and Muhlenberg townships, includes 1,785 linear feet of Big Darby 
Creek, which is classified as an Exceptional Warmwater Habitat stream, 
an Outstanding State Waters, a State Scenic River, and a part of the 
National Wild and Scenic River System; 3,700 linear feet of Greenbrier 
Creek; and 4,320 linear feet of primary headwater habitat tributaries to 
Greenbrier Creek and Big Darby Creek. The Confluence property is in 
Jackson Township and includes 3,800 linear feet of Big Darby Creek and 
2,750 linear feet of the Scioto River, which is classified as a Superior 
State Water.  

Both properties are within Pickaway County and, through the project, 
protect critical habitat for numerous state-listed and federal-listed species. These properties are located within the Scioto 
River Flyway, a migratory corridor for birds, bats, butterflies, and other species. They are the ninth and tenth properties 
acquired by AOA within the Big Darby Creek Corridor, and in combination with other AOA projects, are protecting an 
estimated 7 miles of combined Scioto River and Big Darby Creek riparian corridor and frontage.  

The City of Columbus sponsored this WRRSP project in connection with its Lower Olentangy Tunnel project. 

  

High quality wetlands adjacent to Pymatuning Creek 
on the property to be annexed to McCoy Fen 

AOA’s Big Darby Creek Conservation Corridor 
Initiative . 
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H2Ohio: Long-Term, Cost-Effective, and Permanent Water Quality Solutions 
H2Ohio is Governor Mike DeWine’s comprehensive, data-driven water quality initiative 
to reduce harmful algal blooms, improve wastewater infrastructure, and prevent lead 
contamination. Governor DeWine’s H2Ohio Initiative invests in targeted solutions 
helping reduce phosphorus runoff and prevent algal blooms through increasing 
implementation of agricultural best practices and the creation of wetlands; improving 
drinking and wastewater infrastructure; replacing failing home septic systems; and 
preventing lead contamination in high-risk daycare centers and schools. The Ohio 
General Assembly invested $172 million in the initiative in July 2019.  

In 2021, over $9 million in H2Ohio grant funds were awarded for the following focus 
areas: 

Household Sewage Treatment System Repair and Replacement: A total of $1.65 million 
was awarded to eleven local health districts. Health districts in Clark, Clermont, 
Columbiana, Hamilon, Lake, Licking, Lorain, Meigs, Scioto, Stark and Wayne counties 
each received $150,000 to assist low-income homeowners with addressing failing 
septic systems.  

Drinking Water and Wastewater Infrastructure: A total of $6.87 million was awarded to 
12 communities or service providers to address inadequate or unsafe drinking water, extend sewer service to unsewered 
areas and improve existing infrastructure. Canton, Coalton, Columbiana County, Findlay, Johnstown, Lowell, Lucas County, 
Middleport, Morgan-Meigsville Rural Water District, Mount Eaton, Palestine-Hollansburg Joint Sewer District and West Union 
each received between $25,000 and $1.5 million to provide critical water and wastewater services to Ohio residents. 

Childcare Lead Service Line Replacement: $500,000 was awarded to the City of Cleveland to remove lead service lines serving 
childcare facilities. Cleveland identifed approximately 450 facilities likely to have lead serice lines. It is expected that the 
funding will allow Cleveland to offer complete lead service line replacement for participating facilities. The funding is also 
supported by a federal grant which provides funding to test for lead in drinking water. 

Helping Businesses with Environmental Regulations and Permitting 
DEFA’s Office of Compliance Assistance and Pollution Prevention (OCAPP) provides free and confidential assistance to help 
businesses comply with environmental requirements. OCAPP responded to more than 21,653 environmental assistance 
requests from Ohio businesses, communities, and other organizations during 2021. This includes assistance in completing 
1,016 forms, including permit applications and other Ohio EPA paperwork.  

Informational Webinars on Compliance and Resources  
DEFA hosted 41 webinars covering a variety of topics, including environmental compliance, funding, and reporting. More than 
15,000 people participated in DEFA’s webinars or viewed our archived library of training materials during 2021. Popular 
webinar topics in 2021 included: 

• Virtual Assistance and Resources from Ohio EPA and Ohio BWC 

• Open Dumping of Solid Waste and Scrap Tires 

• Recycling and Litter Prevention Grant Application Process 

• Environmental Regulations in Your Community 

DEFA also continued its series of webinars focused on those environmental issues that have an impact at the local level. These 
seven webinars occurred throughout the year and cover a wide range of topics from how Ohio EPA regulates sources of air 
pollution, waste management, wastewater, and stormwater discharges to different ways your community can promote 
environmental stewardship and improve the environment in your local area. 
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Promoting Recycling and Environmentally Sustainable Practices 

Ohio EPA’s Virtual Sustainability Conference 
Based on the success of our 2020 Virtual Compliance Assistance Conference, Ohio EPA offered its third sustainability 
conference virtually from Sept. 21 through 23, 2021. More than 1,400 people logged on to eight different sessions and 
interacted virtually. Sessions had polling to engage the participants and provide opportunities to ask questions. Certificates for 
continuing education credits were included for each session and all sessions were recorded for customers who could not 
attend or who wanted to review a session more closely. Conference sessions focused on sustainable solutions being 
implemented throughout Ohio. The Encouraging 
Environmental Excellence awards and the newly 
launched Encouraging Environmental Excellence in 
Communities awards were highlighted during the 
conference. Interactive keynote sessions live-
streamed with Ohio EPA’s Director, Laurie Stevenson, 
and the Alliance for the Great Lakes Vice President of 
Policy and Strategic Engagement Crystal Davis.  

Ohio’s Materials Marketplace: Year Five Accomplishments 
In April 2017, Ohio EPA launched the Ohio Materials Marketplace (OMM), a circular economy program that connects 
businesses, organizations, and entrepreneurs to develop and scale reuse and recycling market opportunities. Through the 
Ohio Materials Marketplace, traditional and non-traditional waste streams are matched with new reuse and recycling 
opportunities that result in landfill diversion, carbon reduction, cost savings, energy savings, and new job opportunities. This 
platform aids both public and private sectors in reaching our region’s climate action and equity goals. Ohio businesses, not-for-
profits, and government organizations can list available products and materials that would otherwise be destined for disposal 
in landfills. Additionally, users can post wanted ads for materials that they are seeking. 

To increase connection opportunities, the Ohio Materials Marketplace is linked with Materials Marketplaces provided by 
Tennessee, Michigan, Texas, Washington, and Ontario, Canada. Ohio EPA manages and markets OMM with help from the 
United States Business Council for Sustainable Development, the Ohio By-Product Synergy Network, and Ohio’s solid waste 
management districts.  

To date, more than 1,260 members have joined OMM and 3.8 million pounds of materials have been exchanged for reuse and 
diverted from landfills in Ohio, saving members more than $291,000. 
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Encouraging Environmental Excellence (E3) Program  
Ohio EPA’s E3 Program recognizes businesses, organizations, and government entities for 
achievements in environmental stewardship. During 2021, Ohio EPA acknowledged five Gold 
Level and six Silver Level E3 recipients. This was the fifth year Ohio EPA recognized 
organizations at the Platinum Level for their efforts to expand their environmental 
sustainability programs beyond their own facility to make a positive impact on their 
surrounding community with four organizations recognized at the E3 Platinum Level.  

The Encouraging Environmental Excellence in Education (E4) program recognizes any Ohio 
K-12 public or private school for its achievements in environmental stewardship and efforts 
to educate students on environmental topics. The program has three recognition classes: root, branch, and leaf, which are 
based on how many of the three Rs (reduce, reuse, and recycle) each school is incorporating in its curriculum or activities. A 
total of 14 schools have been recognized for their environmental achievements since 2019. 

The Encouraging Environmental Excellence in Communities (E3C) program recognized eight communities and community-
related organizations were recognized for their environmental stewardship in 2021. The E3C program recognizes any local 
government or community’s exceptional achievements in environmental stewardship. The E3C Program has three levels of 
recognition that recognize communities in different stages of implementing environmental stewardship initiatives through 
environmental, economic and social programs and activities: Implementation, Stewardship, and Sustainable. Communities and 
local governments can apply at any time through a simple online application.  

Funding Support for Recycling and Litter Prevention  
Each year, Ohio EPA's Recycling and Litter Prevention (R&LP) Program awards grant funding to support recyling-related 
activities across Ohio. In 2021, the program awarded more than $ 6 million in grants to support 103 projects throughout the 
state.  

These diverse projects include supporting Ohio communities 
with their litter prevention activities and supporting local 
recycling infrastructure needs. The program also supports 
Ohio businesses looking to expand their recycling capabilities 
or capacity to recover recycled raw materials/feedstock to put 
back into their manufacturing processes. Grants also support 
community tire collection events and tire processing 
manufacturers to expand their operations and find new 
markets/uses for scrap tires.  

 

Improving Curbside Recycling 
In 2019, Ohio EPA awarded The Recycling Partnership nearly $320,000 to develop and create an anti-contamination education 
and outreach campaign aimed at improving the quality of curbside recycling that could be replicated throughout the state. 

This pilot project was a collaborative effort between six Ohio communities, their local solid waste districts, and recyclers. More 
than 147,000 households were impacted by this project, resulting in significant curbside recycling contamination reductions. 
The final product of this nearly three-year project, released in 2021, was a new curbside recycling contamination reduction kit 
designed to provide steps, tools, and resources to help you improve the quality of your community curbside recycling 
program. This was not your typical recycling education and outreach campaign. The tools in this kit were developed, tested, 
and refined in partnership with communities, states, and other organizations across the country; including the Ohio 
communities that were part of this pilot project. 

 

 

Grant Type Projects Amount 

Community and Litter 77 $3,368,707 

Academic Institution 9 $480,042 

Market Development 12 $1,755,995 

Scrap Tires 5 $639,430 

Total 103 $6,244,174 
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Reaching Our Customers Electronically 
DEFA’s outreach efforts include monthly eBlasts, a quarterly newsletter, and blog posts. Our eBlasts contain information on 
upcoming regulatory changes, funding opportunities, training, and other resources. DEFA’s quarterly newsletters contain 
more detailed updates and a range of articles related to environmental compliance, water, and wastewater infrastructure 
development, and sustainability efforts. Our 2021 eBlasts and newsletters reached an audience of more than 12,000 
subscribers. We distributed 12 monthly DEFA eBlast updates and 98 special eBlasts for DEFA totaling 680,557 in 2021.  

Looking Forward  
In 2022, DEFA continues to focus on proactive outreach efforts to ensure that our customers, Ohio’s businesses and 
communities, are aware of the many resources available to help meet their environmental and financial asssistance-related 
goals. 

We appreciate the support from all our stakeholders and look forward to another busy and productive year in 2022. If you 
have any questions or need more information about our services, contact us at (614) 644-3469 or visit our website at 
epa.ohio.gov/defa.  

 
 

 

http://www.epa.ohio.gov/defa/EnvironmentalandFinancialAssistance.aspx

	Introduction
	Funding to Help Communities Address Wastewater and Drinking Water Needs
	Water Pollution Control Loan Fund
	Water Supply Revolving Loan Account Program

	Addressing Statewide Priorities through Ohio’s SRF Programs
	Harmful Algal Blooms
	Lead Service Lines
	Failing Household Sewage Treatment Systems
	Continuing to Support Disadvantaged Communities with Regional Approaches

	SRF Funding – Community Highlights
	Palestine-Hollansburg Joint Sewer District - Regional WWTP and Sanitary Sewer Collection System
	Noble County Water Authority -Waterline Extension & Interconnection Project

	Wetland and Stream Preservation and Restoration
	The McCoy Fen State Nature Preserve Expansion
	Project Spotlight
	The Big Darby Creek Conservation Corridor Initiative

	H2Ohio: Long-Term, Cost-Effective, and Permanent Water Quality Solutions
	Helping Businesses with Environmental Regulations and Permitting
	Informational Webinars on Compliance and Resources

	Promoting Recycling and Environmentally Sustainable Practices
	Ohio EPA’s Virtual Sustainability Conference
	Ohio’s Materials Marketplace: Year Five Accomplishments
	Encouraging Environmental Excellence (E3) Program
	Funding Support for Recycling and Litter Prevention
	Improving Curbside Recycling
	Reaching Our Customers Electronically
	Looking Forward


