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Dear Mr. Mooney: 
 
Ohio EPA is requesting approval to discontinue monitors in Fairfield, Cincinnati, Brook Park, and 
Ravenna, Ohio. These monitors are located at 400 Nilles Rd., (Sacred Heart Elem, AQS ID 39-
017-0016), Seymour & Vine St., (Carthage, AQS ID 39-061-0014), 16900 Holland Rd., 
(Brookpark, AQS ID 39-035-1002), and 531 Washington Ave., (Ravenna, AQS ID 39-133-0002), 
respectively. These monitors are located in the Cincinnati, OH-KY-IN Metropolitan Statistical 
Area (MSA) (39-017-0016 and 39-061-0014), the Cleveland-Elyria, OH MSA (39-035-1002) and 
the Akron, OH MSA (39-133-0002), respectively. Ohio EPA is requesting to discontinue PM2.5 
FRM monitors at three locations Sacred Heart Elem (39-017-0016), Brookpark (39-035-1002) 
and Ravenna (39-133-0002). As well as PM10 monitors at Brookpark (39-035-1002) and 
Carthage (39-061-0014). These monitors have had consistently lower concentrations over the 
last several years and discontinuation of these monitors would allow for Ohio EPA to better 
allocate monitoring resources.   

Sacred Heart Elem (39-017-0016) is located in the Cincinnati-Hamilton, OH-KY-IN maintenance 
area for the 1997 annual PM2.5 National Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS). However, only 
three monitors are required for the Cincinnati, OH-KY-IN MSA and seven other higher reading 
monitors will continue to operate (39-017-0015, 39-017-0022, 39-061-0006, 39-061-0014, 39-
061-0040, 39-061-0042, and 39-061-0048).  

Carthage (39-061-0014) is located in the Cincinnati-Hamilton, OH-KY-IN MSA and is not a PM10 
maintenance area. Two to four PM10 monitors are required for this MSA and two PM10 monitors 
will continue to operate (39-017-0015, and 39-061-0040).   

Brookpark (39-035-1002) is located the Cleveland-Akron-Lorain, OH maintenance area for the 
1997 annual PM2.5 NAAQS, the Cleveland-Akron-Lorain, OH maintenance area for the 2006 24-
hour PM2.5 NAAQS, and the Cleveland, OH maintenance area for the 2012 annual PM2.5 NAAQS. 
However, only three monitors are required for the Cleveland-Elyria, OH MSA and eight other 
higher reading monitors will continue to operate (39-035-0034, 39-035-0038, 39-035-0045, 39-
035-0060, 39-035-0065, 39-035-0073, 39-085-0007, and 39-103-0004). This is not a PM10 



  

 

maintenance area. Two to four PM10 monitors are required for the Cleveland-Elyria MSA and 
five PM10 monitors will continue to operate (39-035-0038, 39-035-0045, 39-035-0060, 39-035-
0065, and 39-085-0008). 

Ravenna (39-133-0002) is located in the Cleveland-Akron-Lorain, OH maintenance area for the 
1997 annual PM2.5 NAAQS, and the Cleveland-Akron-Lorain, OH maintenance area for the 2006 
24-hour PM2.5 NAAQS.  However, only two monitors are required for the Akron, OH MSA and 
two higher reading monitors will continue to operate (39-153-0017, and 39-153-0023).   

Therefore, minimum monitoring requirements for PM2.5 and PM10 will continue to be met despite 
these discontinuations.  

Under 40 CFR 58.14(c), Ohio EPA can request discontinuation if: 

 

“(1) Any PM 2.5, O3, CO, PM 10, SO2, Pb, or NO2 SLAMS monitor which has shown 
attainment during the previous five years, that has a probability of less than 10 percent of 
exceeding 80 percent of the applicable NAAQS during the next three years based on the 
levels, trends, and variability observed in the past, and which is not specifically required by 
an attainment plan or maintenance plan. In a nonattainment or maintenance area, if the most 
recent attainment or maintenance plan adopted by the State and approved by EPA contains 
a contingency measure to be triggered by an air quality concentration and the monitor to be 
discontinued is the only SLAMS monitor operating in the nonattainment or maintenance area, 
the monitor may not be discontinued.” 

 

Over at least the past five years, other monitors in the above mentioned MSAs have had design 
values which are comparable to, or in most cases higher than, that of Sacred Heart Elem, 
Carthage, Brookpark, and Ravenna for PM2.5 and/or PM10. This is shown in the attached 
analyses.  

The attached analyses also demonstrate that there is less than a 10 percent probability of 
exceeding 80 percent of the PM2.5 or PM10 NAAQS during the next three years at all four sites. 

In the 2022-2023 Air Monitoring Network Plan, submitted on June 29, 2022, Ohio EPA intended 
to use American Rescue Plan funding to install continuous particulate matter instruments at 
three of the locations referenced in this letter. However, after additional review, specifically the 
low particulate matter concentrations at these locations, Ohio EPA believes the funding would 
be better utilized elsewhere in our air monitoring network and therefore is requesting to 
discontinue the monitors.  We will be working with U.S. EPA to identify where in Ohio’s network 
to better utilize these funds.     

Lastly, Ohio EPA made this change available for a 30-day public comment period on August 15, 
2022, ending September 15, 2022. <Comments/No comments were received>. We are now 
requesting approval to implement these discontinuations as expeditiously as possible.  
 
 
 
 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/index.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=e2d654781f4e9c1e715fe3dec099e6c6&term_occur=3&term_src=Title:40:Chapter:I:Subchapter:C:Part:58:Subpart:B:58.14
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/index.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=a2d719b2ff59ecbd78980e56587916ed&term_occur=4&term_src=Title:40:Chapter:I:Subchapter:C:Part:58:Subpart:B:58.14
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/index.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=db04ee5c9169fbc826c8e28279955e0a&term_occur=3&term_src=Title:40:Chapter:I:Subchapter:C:Part:58:Subpart:B:58.14
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/index.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=db04ee5c9169fbc826c8e28279955e0a&term_occur=5&term_src=Title:40:Chapter:I:Subchapter:C:Part:58:Subpart:B:58.14
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/index.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=db04ee5c9169fbc826c8e28279955e0a&term_occur=4&term_src=Title:40:Chapter:I:Subchapter:C:Part:58:Subpart:B:58.14
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/index.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=4db8f15fedfbb6c4c57c7b8510304a34&term_occur=5&term_src=Title:40:Chapter:I:Subchapter:C:Part:58:Subpart:B:58.14
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/index.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=cee36de0f7faec92fcf99540cd88b071&term_occur=1&term_src=Title:40:Chapter:I:Subchapter:C:Part:58:Subpart:B:58.14
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/index.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=a2d719b2ff59ecbd78980e56587916ed&term_occur=5&term_src=Title:40:Chapter:I:Subchapter:C:Part:58:Subpart:B:58.14
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/index.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=e2d654781f4e9c1e715fe3dec099e6c6&term_occur=4&term_src=Title:40:Chapter:I:Subchapter:C:Part:58:Subpart:B:58.14
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/index.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=a2d719b2ff59ecbd78980e56587916ed&term_occur=6&term_src=Title:40:Chapter:I:Subchapter:C:Part:58:Subpart:B:58.14
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/index.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=a2d719b2ff59ecbd78980e56587916ed&term_occur=7&term_src=Title:40:Chapter:I:Subchapter:C:Part:58:Subpart:B:58.14


  

 

Thank you in advance for your prompt action and if you and questions or concerns please feel 
free to contact Jennifer Van Vlerah at 614-644-3696 or jennifer.vanvlerah@epa.ohio.gov. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Robert Hodanbosi 
Chief, Division of Air Pollution Control 
 
 
Cc (e-mail only):  Chad McEvoy, USEPA Region 5 
       Jackie Nwia, USEPA Region 5 
       Michael Compher, USEPA Region 5 
       Jennifer Van Vlerah, Ohio EPA DAPC 
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