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Dear Mr. Mooney: 
 
Ohio EPA is requesting approval to relocate a monitoring site in Akron, Ohio. This site is located 
at 800 Patterson Ave., Akron OH. (Patterson Park, AQS ID 39-153-0020). In lieu of monitoring 
at Patterson Park, Ohio EPA would permanently monitor at a new site recently established to 
determine its suitability for replacement of the Patterson Park ozone monitor.  On March 18, 
2021, Ohio EPA started this new ozone special purpose monitoring (SPM) site at 985 Gorge 
Boulevard in Akron, named North HS (39-153-0026), for the purpose of studying the suitability 
of replacing Patterson Park. At that time, a siting audit was performed and documented in 
accordance with 40 CFR part 58, Appendix E.  The North HS site meets all siting criteria.   

Both sites are in the Akron, OH Metropolitan Statistical Area. Both sites are located in the 
Cleveland, OH nonattainment area for the 2015 8-hour ozone National Ambient Air Quality 
Standard (NAAQS), the Cleveland-Akron-Lorain, OH maintenance area for the 2008 8-hour 
ozone NAAQS, and the Cleveland-Akron-Lorain, OH maintenance area for the 1997 8-hour 
ozone NAAQS.   

The Patterson Park site is not eligible for discontinuation under any of the criteria in paragraphs 
(c)(1) through (c)(5) of 40 CFR 58.14, therefore Ohio EPA is seeking to relocate this site Under 
40 CFR 58.14(c): 

“(6) A SLAMS monitor not eligible for removal under any of the criteria in paragraphs (c)(1) 
through (c)(5) of this section may be moved to a nearby location with the same scale of 
representation if logistical problems beyond the State's control make it impossible to continue 
operation at its current site.” 

Patterson Park no longer meets proper siting criteria for ozone monitoring because of trees that 
have grown in the vicinity of the monitoring location. Per 40 CFR 58, Appendix E, Paragraph 5 
a) which applies to ozone monitors, “the probe, inlet, or at least 90 percent of the monitoring 
path must be at least 10 meters or further from the drip line of trees.” And per 40 CFR 58, 
Appendix E, Paragraph 5 b) “the scavenging effect of trees is greater for O3 than for other criteria 
pollutants. Monitoring agencies must take steps to consider the impact of trees on ozone 
monitoring sites and take steps to avoid this problem.” Patterson Park no longer meets these 
criteria. However, site ownership will not allow any modification to the trees and all nearby 
locations on the grounds would pose the same siting criteria issues.  



  

 

 

The growth of trees and constraints of Patterson Park site ownership constitute logistical 
problems beyond the State’s control which make it impossible to continue operation at the 
current site, as meeting the siting criteria of Per 40 CFR 58, Appendix E mentioned above cannot 
be done.  

The North HS site is 0.72 km away from the Patterson Park site. The location of both sites is 
displayed in the figure below.  The monitoring objective and spatial scale are the same at both 
locations, population and urban, respectively. Due to the close proximity and similar siting criteria 
at each location these sites are monitoring the same air shed and allow for the same scale of 
representation to be monitored.  The North HS site fulfills the requirement for Patterson Park’s 
replacement to be at a “nearby location with the same scale of representation”.  

  

 

 

Along with the above information, the attached analysis is provided to further demonstrate that 
the North HS monitoring site is a suitably comparable replacement ozone site for Patterson Park. 
The attached analysis of monitoring data demonstrates the available data compares well during 
the 2021 ozone season during which both sites were operating. With the conclusion of the 2021 
ozone season on October 31st, Ohio EPA has not yet quality controlled all ozone data for both 
sites and reported it to AQS. Ozone data up to September 30th is reported to AQS and included 
in this analysis.   

Although the monitors are located in an ozone nonattainment area, the analysis also shows 
that the Patterson Park site has not been one of the higher reading monitors nor has it violated 
the 2015 8-hour ozone NAAQS over the last seven years included in this analysis.  Please 



  

 

note, Ohio EPA is requesting the data for these two sites be combined and believes the 
attached analysis demonstrates these two sites are comparable. Furthermore, when the North 
HS site was established in AQS it was designated as an SPM site for the purpose of data 
comparison with the Patterson Park site.  Ohio EPA will revise the North HS site designation 
from SPM to SLAMS beginning with the 2022 ozone season.    

Lastly, Ohio EPA made this change available for a 30-day public comment period on December 
7, 2021, ending January 7, 2022. <No comments/Comments were received.> We are now 
requesting approval to implement this relocation as expeditiously as possible and formally 
replace monitoring in this area with the North HS monitoring site.  
 
Thank you in advance for your prompt action and if you and questions or concerns please feel 
free to contact Jennifer Van Vlerah at 614-644-3696 or jennifer.vanvlerah@epa.ohio.gov. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Robert Hodanbosi 
Chief, Division of Air Pollution Control 
 
 
Cc (e-mail only):  Chad McEvoy, USEPA Region 5 
       Jackie Nwia, USEPA Region 5 
       Michael Compher, USEPA Region 5 
       Jennifer Van Vlerah, Ohio EPA DAPC 
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