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General Grant Awards in State Fiscal Year 2005 
During the Summer, 2004, and Spring, 2005 grant rounds, the Ohio Environmental Education Fund awarded the following 18 grants for a total of $802,373.30.

Keep Franklin County Beautiful, Envirocourt: From Violation to Justice, $36,361.00, Franklin County, Audience: Pre-School-University (High School), #05G-002, Contact: Lindsey Christ,  GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ lindsey@kfcb.org
Uses a mock trial format to teach 160 juniors and seniors at six high schools about environmental laws related to litter and illegal dumping, how they are broken, and how the judicial system manages offenders.  Project incorporates an online inter-school forum, presentations by the County Sheriff’s Office, participation in an environmental investigative workshop with the Ohio EPA, a field trip to the Franklin County Environmental Court, and mentoring by Otterbein College students.  Multiple organizations are collaborating.  
The Western Reserve Resource Conservation and Development Council, Entrepreneurial Farming and Environmental Sustainability in Northeast Ohio, $30,488.00, Ashtabula, Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lake, Lorain, Medina, Portage, Summit, and Wayne Counties,  Audience: Regulated Community, #05G-010, Contact: Amalie Lipstreu,  GOTOBUTTON BM_9_ alipstreu@earthlink.net
Adapts a successful approach from the Michigan Land Use Institute to educate 5,000 people about sustainable agriculture as an economic development tool that emphasizes innovation, conservation, and profitable outcomes for farmers and communities.  A report will showcase examples of entrepreneurial farming in northeast Ohio that are keeping land productive and profitable, preserving farmland and keeping families on their farms.  Targeted mailings, workshops, conferences, field tours and Web sites will be used to disseminate the report to developers, agricultural producers and consumers.  Project goal is to encourage small-scale farming and alternative strategies for direct marketing and diversification as a means of enhancing both profitability and environmental benefits.   The RC&D will also provide technical support to communities and farmers seeking to implement the report’s suggestions.
The Grail/Grailville, GROW:  Grailville Renewing Our Water (Second Phase of Grailville Wastewater Environmental Treatment Project), $38,020.00, Butler, Clermont, Hamilton, and Warren Counties, Audience: General Public, #05G-012, Contact: Linda Martin or Suellyn Shupe,  GOTOBUTTON BM_;_ grailvillewet@fuse.net 

Project educates 8,000 visitors from southwestern Ohio about water conservation and innovative wastewater treatment options such as a constructed wetland system for on-site sewage treatment, a native prairie leach field planted in native prairie plants, and water-saving devices.   Includes tours, educational workshops, hands-on demonstrations, and open house events targeting youth groups, community organizations, developers and local government officials.  Collaborators include Cincinnati State Technical and Community College, the University of Cincinnati, and U.S. EPA’s Cincinnati Office.  
Lourdes College,  Four-Season Natural Science Exploration:  Ohio Bio-Region, $49,890.00, Defiance, Fulton, Henry, Lucas, Ottawa, Paulding, Putnam, Sandusky, Williams and Wood Counties.   County, Audience: Pre-School-University (Elementary and Middle School), #05G-022, Contact: Sr. Rosine Sobczak,  GOTOBUTTON BM_C_ rsobczak@lourdes.edu
Provides training for 24 northwest Ohio teachers on integrating hands-on natural science field and classroom activities related to Ohio’s Biome Communities and changing seasons.  Half the teachers will be from Toledo urban schools, and half from surrounding counties.  Includes field trips for the teachers to Magee Marsh, Campbell Prairie, and Oak Openings, as well as two seasonal Life Lab field trips for each teacher’s students.  Collaborators include the Toledo Public Schools, Toledo Diocesan Schools, and Lucas County Schools. 
Little Miami Inc., Little Miami Scenic River and Trail Center, $49,993.00, Clermont County, Audience: General Public, #05G-024, Contact: Eric Partee,  GOTOBUTTON BM_E_ partee@littlemiami.com
Provides interactive displays in a trailside center to educate approximately 16,000 watershed residents per year about water quality issues facing the Little Miami River, the importance of the riparian corridor, and actions they can take to protect and restore the River.  The City of Loveland and numerous local organizations are collaborating. 
Elgin Local School District, Elgin High School, Sandusky Plains Environmental Education Center, $46,070.00, Marion County, Audience: Pre-School-University (High School), #05G-027, Contact: David Beaver,  GOTOBUTTON BM_G_ beaver_d@treca.org
The School District is constructing a classroom and 4-acre wetland on its campus, adjacent to the Big Island Wildlife Area managed by the Ohio Department of Natural Resources.  The OEEF grant will provide scientific and field supplies, classroom and audio-visual equipment for the new environmental education center, and training to help Elgin teachers supplement existing curricula with activities from three national environmental education curricula (Project Wild Aquatic; Healthy Water, Healthy People; and Wonders of Wetlands).  The project includes specific activities to involve community residents and other schools in using the Center.  
Pickerington Local School District, Tussing Elementary, Changing Places: Coming Home, $50,000.00, Fairfield and Franklin Counties, Audience: Pre-School-University, #05G-028, Contact:  GOTOBUTTON BM_H_ Mary_Sheridan@fc.pickerington.k12.oh.us
Builds on two previous award-winning projects funded by OEEF and the Ohio Arts Council, where artists-in-residence have helped Tussing students and teachers explore the history and use of the land around their school and its wetland and prairie ecosystems.  Students have communicated their findings to the local community through student-made films, storybooks, quilts, murals, papier mache puppets, ceramic artistic tiles now installed in a local metropark, and a 40-foot whale sculpture that has “traveled” to the school from a whale listening station in Alaska.  The station has partnered with the students in their efforts to record sounds in the school’s wetland area.    To help satisfy a rapidly growing statewide and national demand for information about these projects, and to provide an implementation manual for incoming teachers at Tussing and other schools to use, the new grant will support a film documentary featuring student interviews of the past artists-in-residence; a children’s book; a bilingual calendar in collaboration with two schools in Alaska; and a field guide with a letterboxing component that encourages students to explore their community.     

Cincinnati State Technical & Community College, Environmental Issue-Oriented Science Program, $49,412, Audience: Pre-School-University (Middle and High School), #05G-043, Contact:  GOTOBUTTON BM_X_ martha.brosz@cincinnatistate.edu
Provides 8 training sessions and academic-year follow-up for 160 southwest Ohio teachers, in the use of 8 new interdisciplinary environmental science modules developed by the award-winning Science Education for Public Understanding Program (SEPUP) at the Lawrence Hall of Science at the University of California at Berkeley.  Students conduct research to investigate topics such as wastewater treatment, groundwater contamination, disposal of computers and plastics, transport of hazardous materials, risk assessments involving consumer products, and the environmental impact of various industries.  Modules are aligned with the Ohio Department of Education’s new Academic Content Standards for science.  
Ohio Council of Churches, Faithful Care for Ohio’s Environment, $49,988, statewide, Audience: General Public, #05G-046, Contact: Sr. Leanne Jablonski,  GOTOBUTTON BM_‑ jablonski@udayton.edu
Develops Ohio-specific environmental resource guide of information from unbiased sources for adult education programs in 250 different religious congregations, in settings such as Sunday school classes, weekly discussion groups, and retreat weekends. Topics include climate change and energy conservation; air quality; land and food; and water.  Five regional workshops will train at least 150 congregational liaisons to use the materials in their own churches.  Another 350 copies will be distributed through electronic and print media networks and at regional denominational meetings. 
America’s River Communities, Inc., The Return of the Cuyahoga Online Curriculum, $49,776.00, Cuyahoga County, Audience: Pre-School-University (Middle School), #05G-042, Contact: Len Materman, len@RiverCommunities.org.

 GOTOBUTTON BM_W_ 
45 Master Teachers in Cleveland’s middle schools will design and produce a new online environmental education curriculum focused on the Cuyahoga River. Within the Cleveland Municipal School District, only 6% of middle school science teachers have any formal background in the subject.  The District is partnering with Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland State University and John Carroll University to upgrade the skills of practicing science teachers.  The OEEF grant will supplement funding from the National Science Foundation to help develop a science-based curriculum with a local environmental focus, for 4,000 students in the District, and a wider audience of nearly half a million students and 34,000 educators in northeast Ohio through collaboration with the local public television station.  Includes teacher stipends, training, materials, a virtual tour, website design and testing.  
Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Division of Soil and Water Conservation, Project SWEET: Source Water Environmental Education Team, $35,171.00, Statewide, Audience: General Public, #05G-054, Contact: jeanne.russell@dnr.state.oh.us.

Creates a statewide delivery system to educate the general public about ground water and ways to protect drinking water supplies.  Eighty-eight soil and water conservation districts will partner with local health departments, public water system operators, watershed coordinators, and OSU Extension staff to create local teams.  Project will provide train-the-trainer workshops and outreach tools for the teams, including new user-friendly ground water flow models, drinking water source assessment reports, and protection area maps.  A list-serv and SWEET Web page will facilitate ongoing communication among teams. Ohio EPA Division of Drinking and Ground Waters is collaborating.

Upper Valley Joint Vocational School, Students Teaching Students: A Rippling Effect in Environmental Education, $39,684.00, Miami and Shelby Counties, Audience: Pre-K – University (Elementary and High School), #05G-056, Contact: Jim Metz, metzj@uvjvs.org.

Helps equip an environmental education center with wetland, wet meadow, and wet wooded area learning stations for 600 third graders to visit annually.  JVS Environmental Occupations students in grades 11 and 12 will serve as nature guides for the third grade tours, utilizing hands-on activities from national curricula such as Wonders of Wetlands, Project WET, and Healthy Water, Healthy People. Provides activity kits and four workshops on wetlands and water quality for 104 primary and secondary teachers, as well as a Website to share downloadable lesson plans, and a resource library.  Collaborators include the Miami and Shelby Soil and Water Conservation Districts, Miami NRCS Service, Miami County Park District, and Top of Ohio RC&D Council.  

Butler County Department of Environmental Services, P2 in Government Operations, $33,892.30, Butler County, Audience: Regulated Community, #05G-062, Contact:  Mary Lynn Loder, lodorml@butlercountyohio.org.

Targets commercial and industrial entities that discharge sanitary or process wastewater to County-owned wastewater treatment plants, in an effort to improve compliance with pre-treatment rules and limits.  The project will educate these commercial and industrial users and the County’s pretreatment personnel how to evaluate and improve processes by performing Pollution Prevention (P2)  assessments, and how to incorporate P2 as an alternative mechanism for achieving and maintaining regulatory compliance.  Grant funds will be used to develop a customized training program and manual, brochure, Website content and four workshops.  TechSolve is collaborating.  
American Farmland Trust, Ohio Farmland Conservation & Preservation Education Project, $48,092, Statewide, Audience: Regulated Community, #05G-066, Contact: Sara J. Nikolic, snikolic@farmland.org.
A demonstration project of nutrient Best Management Practices (BMPs) is designed to reduce the application of nitrogen and phosphorus nutrients by 24% and reduce NO2 greenhouse gas emissions by 50% on 1,000 corn acres.   Seeks to document the effectiveness of performance guarantees to persuade  farmers to adopt BMPs.  Project includes field days, ten community workshops and a guidebook on farmland conservation and preservation, to help agricultural landowners make informed decisions about the use of their land.  
Ohio Environmental Council, Targeting Fish Consumption Advisory Outreach to Underserved Ohioans, $49,832.00, Lucas, Holmes, Wayne, Cuyahoga, Summit, Franklin, Montgomery, and Hamilton Counties, Audience: General Public, #05G-067, Contact: Micah Vieux, micah@theoec.org.

Develops educational materials about how to prevent mercury contamination of children in the womb, for some of the most at-risk populations identified in Ohio.  The primary pathway for mercury exposure in utero is through maternal fish consumption.  Based on an Ohio EPA survey of Women, Infants and Children (WIC) clinics across the state, this project will focus on educating mothers in under-served and minority communities to minimize the health risks associated with eating contaminated fish.  Funds will be used to make information more widely available through improved educational brochures and posters for WIC clinics illustrating the risks, benefits, and best practices regarding fish consumption.  Special initiatives will also target specific populations, for example by translating safe fish consumption information into Spanish and Chinese; developing outreach programs tailored to Amish and Mennonite communities; and partnering with WIC clinics, schools and community groups in urban areas to reach minority and low-income populations who engage in subsistence fishing.  The outreach has the potential to impact over 255,000 Ohioans.

Friends of the Lower Olentangy Watershed, FLOWER: FLOW Educational Resources, $48,566.00, Franklin County, Audience: General Public, #05G-070, Contact: Kathy Remias, flow2004@sbcglobal.net.

Provides a multi-faceted campaign to educate residents about storm water issues and the Olentangy Watershed Action Plan, including a canoe float and river clean-up; ten “Community Dialogue” meetings with expert speakers; ten backyard conservation workshops;  a bus tour for local media and community leaders; pre-movie slideshows in local theaters; publications, multi-media presentations, and Web site coverage.  Results of the campaign will be shared with other watershed groups statewide through the OSU Watershed Education Team.  

The Botanical Garden Association, Inc., UPSIDE Ohio (Using Plants for Science Instruction and Diverse Education, $49,970.00, Stark County, Audience: Pre-K-University (Elementary), #05G-076, Contact: Paul Carmichael, valleyherbman@juno.com.

Provides a series of workshops to teach 192 teachers, 7,200 K-5 students and 100 community members about native Ohio plants and the impact of non-native invasive plants on the ecological integrity of Ohio’s biological diversity.  Equips participating classrooms with the GrowLab indoor gardening system and curriculum of science inquiry activities, and supports development of a native Ohio plant guide, to be disseminated in locations statewide.  Stark County Educational Service Center is collaborating.  

Ohio Parks and Recreation Association, Solutions for Ohio Communities: A Model for Open Space Protection”, $47,168.00, Statewide, Audience: General Public, #05G-083, Contact: Elaine Marsh, ohgreenway@aol.com.
Builds on a previous OEEF-funded project for open space project managers, that documented the economic benefits of protecting open space in terms of flood control and storm water management, increased property values, economic development, and local community priorities.  This project will repackage educational materials from that project for a broader audience of community leaders.  Provides six workshops and distribution of 10,000 video/audio digital toolkits that will include case studies, model ordinances, zoning codes and stewardship practices.  

For more information, contact:       
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                                                            Ohio EPA, Office of Environmental Education   



P.O. Box 1049

Columbus, OH  43216-1049

(614) 644-2873

E-mail:  oeef@epa.state.oh.us
Web site:  www.epa.state.oh.us/oeef






