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Ohio Environmental Education Fund



General Grants Awarded in Fiscal Year 2002
During the Fall, 2001, and Spring, 2002 grant rounds, the OEEF funded the following 20 projects for a total of $755,558.00
Wayne College, The University of Akron, Wetland 101: Using Plants and Soils to Take a Deep Look, $17,951.47, November 2001‑July 2002, Medina, Stark, Summit and Wayne Counties, Audience: K‑12 (Elementary through High School), #02G‑003

Provides 12‑18 hours of training on wetlands identification, plants, soils and hydrology to 83 4th‑12th grade teachers and Akron Zoo educators.  A wetland determination kit will be provided to each school district.  

Trumbull County Health Department, Trumbull County Stream Quality Monitoring Program, $49,919.74, Mahoning and Trumbull Counties, Audience: K‑12 (High School), #02G‑005

Adds five new schools and a storm drain marking program to a successful OEEF‑funded stream monitoring effort involving ten other high schools.  Also adds a longitudinal trend component, as the 550 students are able to participate for successive years.  Students conduct a benthic macroinvertebrate assessment, evaluate physical and chemical conditions such as turbidity and suspended solids, and learn how to record data and assess their findings.  Results are compared between schools through an e‑mail network and annual symposium.  Students will help develop a color booklet, Power Point presentation, and expanded Web site to share information about stream quality with the local community. 

Common Ground ‑ The Cindy Nord Center for Renewal, Land Use Planning in Lorain County ‑ Integrating Environmental Education through Learning, $49,600.00, Lorain County, Audience: K‑12, #02G‑006

Twenty K‑12 teachers will team with Oberlin College Environmental Studies students to develop and pilot curricula using experiential, place‑based, interdisciplinary learning strategies that incorporate watershed education and land use planning in Lorain County.  Dr. Gerald Lieberman of the State Education and Environment Roundtable will provide three days of training for the participants and local education community about his research findings and using the Environment as an Integrating Context for learning (EIC).  An estimated 300 children will experience the new curricula during the pilot, with pre‑ and post‑tests to evaluate the impact of the program.

Cincinnati Waldorf School, Explore and Restore Environmental Literacy Project, $34,884.00, Hamilton County, Audience: K‑12 (Elementary), #02G‑007

An 18‑month land‑based interdisciplinary program for 75 students in grades 1‑6.  Components include faculty development, regular site visits to a 17‑acre outdoor classroom to study native plants and animals, construction of a nature trail and habitat restoration, gardening and farming activities, and five community seminars on environmental issues.

ClearWater, Inc., Fate of a River: Revisited, $48,785.00, Allen, Auglaize, Defiance, Fulton, Hancock, Hardin, Henry, Lucas, Mercer, Paulding, Putnam, Van Wert, Williams and Wood Counties, Audience: General Public, #02G‑015

Updates a 1965 film about environmental problems in the Maumee River with a new 30‑minute documentary to include clips of the original film, before‑and‑after scenes to demonstrate the many water quality improvements over the last 35 years, and the need for continued action to address ongoing challenges such as stormwater management, changing agricultural practices, wetland restoration, land preservation, reduced channelization, and the formation of watershed groups.  A packet of accompanying educational materials will be developed utilizing existing publications of partnering organizations.  Film and materials will be aired on public television and offered to other stations, and shared through news releases, a SpeakersÆ Bureau, live Web chats, video distribution to schools, libraries and organizations throughout 14 counties in the Maumee  watershed.  The film will also be integrated into the curriculum of soil and water conservation districts and other educators.

Ohio State University School of Natural Resources, Identifying, Integrating, and Selling Environmental Concepts to Decision Makers, $41,721.79, Statewide, Audience: General Public, #02G‑020

Trains 2 OSU urban forestry faculty and two or more teaching assistants to use ArcView and CITYgreen software from American Forests.  They will then provide training and software to 20 city foresters and other urban vegetation managers and designers, who will complete projects of their own choosing.   The software should help these professionals explain to elected officials and taxpayers the environmental, economic, and aesthetic benefits of responsible use of woody plants in developed areas.  Participating professionals will be surveyed three months later about how they are using the software.  

Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District, Soil Tunnel Project, $18,670.00, Delaware and Franklin Counties, Audience: General Public, #02G‑021

Creates a portable soil tunnel model to educate landowners and the general public about soil suitability for various homeowner uses such as siting septic tanks, and the importance of soil conservation.  Will reach at least 150 residents at each of a minimum of six county‑wide events during the first year.  Based on a model at the Museum of Science in Chicago and information from the U.S. Natural Resource Conservation Service.  Evaluation forms appropriate to different ages will be filled out by visitors to the tunnel.  Includes development and distribution of user friendly instructions and plans to enable other conservation districts to develop a similar soil tunnel.  Budget includes equipment for the tunnel, contractual artwork and structural support, development of accompanying educational materials by an intern, and printing.  A number of local parks and environmental education organizations have indicated interest in having the soil tunnel at their events.

Perry County Health Department, Environmental Exposure Program, $33,768.00, Perry County, Audience: K‑12 (Elementary and Middle), #02G‑024

Provides an after‑school Wellness Club for 10 weeks in four school districts, with activities related to solid waste management, recycling and litter prevention, correlated to Ohio proficiency test learning outcomes.  Enables Health Department staff and the county Educational Service Center to develop environmental education programs for all fifth grade classes, focusing on the links between environmental hazards and human health, environmental laws and regulations, and the role of public health officials.  A pre‑ and post‑test will evaluate student  knowledge.  The fifth grade students will then receive a recyclable camera and be instructed to photograph environmental hazards in their communities, and prepare an essay proposing ways to address the health risk and solve the environmental problem.  A panel of local citizens will evaluate the photos and essays for awards, and display at the county fair.  Health Department and Recycling and Litter Prevention officials will encourage the students to participate in local Earth Day cleanup activities, and communicate their findings to local and state officials.  

The Access Program (Lorain County Access to Higher Education), Expansion of Water Resources Curriculum for Summer Camp at Oberlin, $38,343.00, Lorain County, Audience K‑12 (Middle School), #02G‑028

Revises and strengthens water resources curriculum in a summer camp program to encourage 8th and 9th grade students from low income families to enroll in higher education, and consider environmental professional careers.  Adapts the Lake Erie Nature and Science Center(s water resources curriculum to include the Black River Remedial Action Plan (RAP) efforts to improve the mouth of the river, biodiversity of the Black and Vermilion Rivers, and careers based on higher education disciplines related to the environment.   Thirty students will pilot the curriculum the first year, and the Access Program will track their progress through high school and after graduation.  Results will be shared with other college access programs beginning statewide.  Collaborators include the City of Lorain, Lorain County MetroParks, Oberlin College, and the Black River RAP. 

Bowling Green State University, Department of Environmental Health and Safety, Southeastern Ohio Mercury Education and Thermometer Exchange Program, $16,357.00, 22 counties in Southeastern Ohio, Audience: General Public, #02G‑029

Local health departments and Rural Action, Inc., will prepare news releases, articles, radio/TV public service announcements, and fact sheets to inform up to 2 million residents of 22 southeastern Ohio counties about the health and environmental hazards of elemental mercury.    Residents will also be offered the opportunity to exchange mercury‑containing thermometers for free digital thermometers, and instructed on proper packaging and transport of the thermometers to the exchange sites.  The 5,000 mercury thermometers expected to be collected will be taken to Bowling Green for recycling.  Collaborators include Rural Action, Ohio EPA, Rader Environmental Services, and 29 local health departments. 

Cincinnati Park Board, Nature Connections, $49,965.00, Hamilton County, Audience: K-12 (Elementary), #02G-033

Develops and field tests three curriculum modules for grades 4-6, utilizing natural resources in city parks to help inner-city students value natural habitat and understand basic ecological processes.  Provides workshops and classroom support for 40 teachers, and outdoor learning opportunities for 800 students.  Collaborators include Hamilton County Soil and Water Conservation District, and Cincinnati Public Schools.   


Miami University, Department of Zoology, The GREEN Teachers Institute: A Progressive Approach to Learning for Teachers, $30,360.00, Butler, Clermont, and Warren Counties, Audience: K-12 (grades K-8), #02G-036

Provides two 10-day advanced field-oriented workshops on Southwest Ohio ecology, natural history, and environmental issues for 160 K-8 teachers.  Participants will develop five inquiry learning episodes for use in their classrooms during the following academic year, with follow-up via Saturday seminars and in-service presentations to reinforce concepts.  Differs from the OEEF-funded advanced workshop series in 1999-2001 by adding an on-line component to provide teachers with additional instruction in the use of inquiry learning, and practice in integrating Web-based technology into their lessons.  Previously developed inquiry investigations and activities are posted at www.environmentaleducationohio.org under (Science for Ohio.(
University of Dayton, Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering, Pollution Prevention Incorporated Within the Core Curriculum, $49,500.00, Montgomery and other southwest Ohio Counties, Audience: K-12 (grades 5-8), #02G-037

Develops 100 classroom activities on pollution prevention, each with a math worksheet, science activity, and essay component.  The exercises will be reviewed by government, industry and academic advisors, field tested by 6 teachers and 320 students, and posted on a Web site for further dissemination.  

International Center for the Preservation of Wild Animals, Inc. (The Wilds), Hands on the Land: Restoration Ecology, $49,755.00, Muskingum County, Audience: K-12 (grades 6-12), #02G-043

Involves 1200 middle and high school students in restoration ecology at the Wilds and in their home communities.  Develops a six-week preparatory curriculum in basic ecology, environmental impacts, and restoration practice scenarios.  Students will then spend three days at the Wilds learning restoration techniques and doing restoration fieldwork.  Upon returning home, students will examine ecosystems in their communities and propose local restoration projects.  Video conferencing and Web-based media will be incorporated in the pre- and post-trip class work.  

COSI Columbus, COSI on Wheels Energy Outreach Program, $50,000.00, statewide, Audience: K-12 (grades 6-8), #02G-046

Helps develop a new day-long education outreach program on energy, to travel to up to 375 middle schools over a three-year period, reaching up to 180,000 students and providing specialized workshops for 1,875 teachers.  Topics include electricity, electromagnetism, energy transformations, environmental impacts of ten primary sources of energy (hydro power, wind, solar power, geothermal, biomass, natural gas, propane, nuclear, coal and petroleum), safe use of energy, and energy efficiency.   The Ohio Energy Project (a two-time OEEF Outstanding Project winner) is a collaborating partner.

Ohio EPA Small Business Assistance Office, Best Management Practices Video for the Vehicle Salvage Industry, $11,707.00, Allen, Franklin, Montgomery, and Richland Counties, Audience: Regulated Community, #02G-047

Creates and distributes a 15-minute information video on how salvage yard owners can achieve compliance with environmental regulations through the use of best management practices.  Topics include proper management of automotive fluids such as antifreeze, used oil, gasoline and solvents; storm water and scrap tire management; and reducing emissions of lead, mercury and volatile chemicals from metal crushing and smelting operations; and recycling of usable materials.   Tapes will be given to salvage companies, industry trade groups, and regulatory agencies (local health departments), as well as public cable access TV stations across Ohio.  

Toledo Botanical Garden Board, Inc., Connecting with the Earth in Urban Areas: Toledo GROWS a Green Way of Learning, $41,602.00, Lucas County, Audience: K-12 (grades 1-6) and General Public, #02G-052

Provides a science outdoor learning area and junior master gardener curriculum for 450 students on a vacant lot adjacent to a central city elementary school, to be maintained by neighbors and community organizations during the summer as a community garden.  At least 70% (159) of students in grades 4-6 will be nationally certified as Junior Master Gardeners, using a companion curriculum to OSU Extension(s Master Gardener curriculum (an OEEF Outstanding Project winner).  The curriculum emphasizes plant science and environmental responsibility, with activities aligned with Ohio education standards.  The Toledo Public Schools (Ella P. Stewart Elementary) are collaborators. 

Miami Conservancy District, Municipal Storm Water Management: Educating Decision-Makers and Constituents in the Mad River Watershed, $37,313.00, Champaign, Clark, Greene and Montgomery Counties, Audience: Regulated Community (local governments) and General Public, #02G-056

Proposes to educate municipal officials, their staffs and citizens in the Mad and Great Miami River Watersheds about storm water and nonpoint source pollution.  Develops customized Power Point presentations for local land use decision makers, provides technical workshops for public service departments( staff, and develops a video public service announcement for broadcast on local television outlets.   OSU Extension, the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, and the Lower Mad River Watershed Protection Project are collaborators.  

Techsolve, Inc., Tri-Assessments for Manufacturers, $35,356.00, southern Ohio counties, Audience: Regulated Community (local government and small industry), #02G-057

Provides integrated tri-assessments to identify opportunities to improve energy efficiency, waste reduction and productivity, for four small to medium sized manufacturers and their employees.  The Ohio Department of Development(s Office of Energy Efficiency is collaborating.  
Cincinnati State Technical & Community College, Environmental Issue-Oriented Science Program, $50,000.00, Aug 2002-April 2004, Hamilton, Cuyahoga, and Muskingum Counties, Audience: PreK-Univ (Grades 7-12), #02G-062

Provides opportunity for 60 teachers to improve their skills and knowledge of interdisciplinary environmental science concepts through three four-day workshops, then share what they have learned with other educators. The workshops will focus on using SEPUP (Science Education for Public Understanding) program modules for issue-oriented problem solving, aligned with Ohio proficiency outcomes.  Teachers will receive some module materials upon completion of the program and additional materials after sharing the training with their colleagues. The expectation is that the newly acquired expertise will be applied in up to 240 classrooms the first year, and expanded in later years.

For more information, contact:
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Ohio EPA, Office of Environmental Education




P.O. Box 1049

Columbus, OH 43216-1049






Phone (614) 644-2873

Fax (614) 728-1275

E-mail oeef@epa.state.oh.us
Web www.epa.state.oh.us/other/oeef/oeemain.html
