Ohio Environmental Education Fund

General Grants Awarded, SFY 2010
During the fall, 2009 and spring, 2010 grant cycles, the OEEF funded the following twenty-one proposals for a total of $762,371. 

Erie Basin Resource Conservation and Development Council, “S.K. Worm,” F10G-004, $48,400, Ashland, Crawford, Erie, Huron, Ottawa, Richland, Sandusky, Seneca, Wood and Wyandot Counties, OEEF Priority: Standards Based Education, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (Elementary), Contact: Greg Small, greg.small@oh.nacdnet.net, 419-668-4113 ext.117.

The S. K. Worm project will be utilized to increase public awareness of the importance of soil, water, renewable energy, and carbon sequestration, and the impact our actions have on the environment. Provides a six-foot tall, museum-quality, animatronics model of the Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) mascot S. K. Worm (www.nrcs.usda.gov/feature/education/squirm/skworm.html) coming out of a detailed soil monolith.   The model is designed for basic audience interactivity including a push button interface or live takeover.  S. K. Worm will be used at schools, field days, local and state fairs, Farm Science Review and other events in ten counties. Exposure to the S. K. Worm project will exceed 100,000 individuals annually.

Penta Career Center, “Green Energy Management,” F10G-005, $18,705, Fulton, Lucas, Ottawa, Sandusky, and Wood Counties, OEEF Priorities: Standards Based Education, Career Development, and Environmental Sustainability, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten-University (Middle and High School), Contact: Jane Music, jmusic@pentanet.k12.oh.us, 419-661-6496.  
Provides equipment and materials for a Green Energy Management program for students in grades 11-12 to explore solar, wind, hydro, geothermal, biomass, biofuels and fuel cell energy technology.  Also supports a week-long summer day camp in 2010 and 2011 to encourage 100 students in grades 7-9 to pursue careers in Green Energy.  Collaborators include Black Swamp Conservancy, Greater Northwest Ohio Tech Prep Consortium, Green by Design, Hocking College, Northwest State Community College, Ohio Energy Project, and University of Findlay.  
Sunday Creek Associates- Little Cities of the Forest Collaborative, “Shadowing in the Forest: Professional-Led, Place-Based Environmental Career Exploration, F10G-013, $50,000, Athens, Hocking, Morgan, and Perry counties, OEEF Priority: Career Development, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten-University (High School), Contact: John Winneneberg, jwinnenb@frognet.net, 740-767-2213.

This project will provide opportunity for students in the Little Cites microregion to shadow, participate, and learn alongside environmental professionals in project-based, hands-on environmental learning projects conducted in, and benefiting the environment of the microregion.  The environmental professional-led “Environmental Careers Learning Projects” will allow students to explore the professional’s organization, job duties, career path and academic training.  The projects will expose students to other environmental professionals and connect them with programs at nearby Hocking College and Ohio University as well.  And Environmental Carreers Fair will expose students to a wide range of job opportunities in the region.  The project will develop a 3-year plan for on-going environmental career education and environmental learning projects in the local schools.   Collaborators include The Monday Creek Restoration Project, North Country Trail Association, Sunday Creek Watershed Group, and Wayne National Forest. 
Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission, “Lessons in Land Use,” F10G-017, $41,417, Ashland, Crawford, Gallia, Guernsey, Harrison, Holmes, Jefferson, Morgan, Morrow, Noble, Tuscarawas, Washington and Wyandot Counties, OEEF Priority: Community Issues, Audience: General Public, Contact: Jerry Tinianow, jtinianow@morpc.org, 614-233-4178.
This two-pronged project will  conduct a series of Planning for Agriculture workshops, especially in counties that have not embraced planning and zoning, and  produce a booklet that demystifies density and shows, with photos from Ohio towns large and small, that density can be desirable, attractive and cost-efficient, and can preserve rural farmland and open space.  Collaborators include the Friends of the Lower Muskingum River, Morrow County Regional Planning Commission, Ohio Department of Agriculture, Ohio Valley Resource Conservation and Development Council, and Tuscarawas County Regional Planning Commission.  
Madison Soil and Water Conservation District, “Understanding Riparian Corridors and Complying with the Big Darby Permit,” F10G-019, $25,077, Madison and Union Counties, OEEF Priority: Compliance Assistance, Audience: Regulated Community, Contact: Julia Cumming, Julia.cumming@oh.nacdnet.net, 740-852-4004.
Supports workshops and field trips to educate local government officials, developers, and farmers about riparian corridors, Ohio’s stream setback requirements, conservation easements and best management practices to reduce stormwater runoff.  Also supports creation of a GIS map of the stream setbacks; and bringing stakeholders together to create a manual and website to facilitate resource protection and compliance with the Big Darby Permit.  Collaborators include the Madison County Commissioners and the Villages of Plain City and West Jefferson.  
Ohio Energy Project, “Environmental Careers for Ohio’s Students,” F10G-022, $49,975, Statewide, OEEF Priority: Career Development, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten-University (High School), Contact: Debby Yerkes, dyerkes@ohioenergy.org, 513-688-1717.

Provides training and curriculum materials for 150 high school student leaders to educate younger students on energy principles and related environmental concepts.  Project also links the high school students with energy professionals and university environmental programs to help prepare them for future careers in the environmental and energy fields.  They will also meet with a university in their region of the state and visit energy/environmental business leaders.  American Electric Power and six universities and community colleges are collaborating.
Action for Children, “Nurturing Nature Through the Foods we Eat,” F10G-023, $49,634, Delaware, Fairfield, Franklin, Licking, Madison, Pickaway, and Union Counties, OEEF Priority: Standards Based Education, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten-University (pre-kindergarten and elementary), Contact: Betsy Loeb, betsyloeb@actionforchildren.org, 614-224-0222, ext. 126

Afterschool-age educators will be provided standards-based professional development focused on environmental and agricultural education.  The professional development program will consist of four major areas: a 10 hour curriculum module linking food and the environment; technical assistance to support implementation within the afterschool settings; field experiences bringing the educators, children and parents to environmental/agricultural education sites; and a statewide train the trainer for dissemination of the curriculum throughout Ohio.  Collaborators include Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District, Ohio Child Care Resource and Referral Agency, Ohio State University Early Childhood Quality Network, Stratford ecological Center, and Dr. Ruth Wilson, Professor Emeritus with Bowling Green State University.
Ohio Hospital Association, “Pharmaceutical Waste,” F10G-028, $41,400, Statewide, OEEF Priority: Environmental Public Health, Audience: Regulated Community, Contact: Rick Sites, ricks@ohanet.org, 614-221-7614.

This project will determine legal and practical barriers to implement a pharmaceutical take-back and redistribution, and best disposal practice program for hospitals.  An operational manual will be prepared to assist healthcare facilities in developing such a pharmaceutical disposal program and educate healthcare workers and the community about the importance of proper pharmaceutical waste management.  The Ohio Environmental Council is collaborating.
Cuyahoga Soil and Water Conservation District, “Delivering Local Credible Data Training in Northeast Ohio,” F10G-029, $15,821, Cuyahoga, Lake, Lorain, Medina and Summit Counties, OEEF Priority: Community Issues, Audience: General Public, Contact: Jared Bartley, jbartley@cuyahogaswcd.org, 216-524-6580 ext. 14.
A series of workshops targeting watershed organizations and local conservation agencies will be conducted in the spring and summer of 2010. These workshops will include QHEI/Biocriteria (2 workshops) and Chemical Water Quality Assessment (2 workshops), and will be consistent with OEPA credible data rules. The intent of the project is to expand the adoption of credible data collection standards in local volunteer water quality monitoring programs.  The Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District is collaborating.  
Randolph Township, “Randolph Township’s Environmental Excellence Project,” F10G-038, $9,571, Portage County, OEEF Priority: Standards Based Education, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten-University, Contact: Candice Definbaugh, cdefinbaugh@yahoo.com, 330-831-2867.

Provides an outdoor classroom and nature study opportunities for Waterloo Local Schools, Scouts and youth groups.  This project will develop an outdoor classroom/lab that can be developed into a natural study grounds for educators, students, and anyone interested in the natural environment.  This tool will allow educators to take a hands-on approach and move educational curriculums outdoors.  The Community Action Council of Portage County, Ohio State University Extension, Randolph Lions club and Randolph Township Fire Department are collaborating.  
Lima Public Library, “Linking and Engaging Through Outdoor Learning Centers (OLCs),” S10G-049, $50,000, Allen County, Audience:  Pre-Kindergarten – University, Contact: Brittany Collier-Gibson, brittanylynn@woh.rr.com. 

Four Allen County school districts (Allen East School District, Spencerville School District, Lima Central Catholic High School, Lima City Schools-Lima South Leadership and Technology Academy) are collaborating to establish and link their Outdoor Learning Centers (OLCs) to help 2,200 K-12 students study weather, water cycles, water conservation, storm water and ground water.  Grant funds will support supplies and equipment, site development and interpretive signage, accompanying classroom materials, and professional development opportunities for 130 teachers.  A workshop will also be offered at each site to educate 500 residents about storm water management.  Collaborators include the Ohio State University at Lima, Allen Soil and Water Conservation District, Johnny Appleseed Metropolitan Park District, and Alloway.    

The Breathing Association, “Taking Action for Asthma and Air Quality in School Communities,” S10G-051, $48,393, Franklin County, Audience: General Public, Contact: Judith Kress, jkress@breathingassociation.org
At least 600 stakeholders in the school community (parents, neighbors, school board members, staff) will gain knowledge of how good indoor and outdoor air quality can help keep children healthy in school, and ready to learn.  Twenty Volunteer Advocacy Educators will be trained in U.S. EPA’s Tools for Schools, to identify, correct, and prevent classroom hazards and sources of outdoor toxic pollution near schools that contribute to poor air quality and asthma.  The program also includes a component to educate Spanish-speaking residents about asthma triggers.  Collaborators include Columbus Public Health, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission, Ohio Hispanic Coalition, and Ohio EPA Division of Air Pollution Control.

Butler County Storm Water District, “Regional Storm Water Collaborative Public Education Campaign,” S10G-052, $50,000, Butler, Clermont, Hamilton and Warren Counties, Audience: General Public, Contact: Bob Lentz, lentzb@stormwaterdistrict.org
Regional Storm Water Collaborative members will develop a regular segment on the environment to be aired as part of the daily television news, modeled on a. successful program in Toledo and other cities around the country.   StormCenter Communications will train television professionals, and maintain a Web site to provide viewers with additional information from local content providers.  Collaborators include the Butler County and Deerfield Storm Water Districts; Soil and Water Conservation Districts in Clermont, Hamilton and Warren Counties; the Cities of Florence, Lebanon and Mason; the Metropolitan Sewer District of Greater Cincinnati, and Sanitation District 1 in northern Kentucky.  

Lucas County Local Emergency Planning Committee, “Online 30-day Spill Reporting System,” S10G-061, $50,000, Lucas County, Audience: Regulated Community, Contact: Kathy Silvestri, ksilvestri@hcno.org 

Pilots an online reporting system to help large and small businesses comply with requirements that they report any release of hazardous materials, when and where the release occurred, actions they took to mitigate and contain the spill, and their efforts to prevent a reoccurrence.  An accompanying toolkit and training webinar will be developed to help replicate the system in other counties.  Collaborators include Arclin USA, Inc, the Hospital Council of Northwest Ohio, Lucas County Emergency Management Agency, Ohio EPA Division of Emergency and Remedial Response, and Perstorp Polyols.
Geauga Soil and Water Conservation District, “From the Upper Reaches to Lake Erie’s Beaches: A Banner Year for Nonpoint Source Pollution Solutions,” S10G-065, $21,900, Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lake, Lorain, Medina, Portage and Summit Counties, Audience: General Public, Contact: Gail Doyle, gdoyle@geaugaswcd.com
Agencies from 7 northeast Ohio counties are collaborating to implement a watershed awareness and nonpoint source pollution education campaign targeting residents and homeowners in the Lake Erie Basin.  Sets of collapsible banner displays will deliver a unified, regional message that empowers residents to practice healthy household and backyard habits that improve water quality and reduce storm water pollution. Reinforced by brochures, websites, articles, and press releases, the displays will be showcased at community events and public locations, connecting residents to their watersheds.  Collaborators include the Soil and Water Conservation Districts in Cuyahoga, Lake, Medina, Portage and Summit Counties, the City of Avon Lake, and the Black River Remedial Action Plan.  

Brown County Soil and Water Conservation District, “Bees-n-Trees,” S10G-066, $35,669, Adams and Brown Counties, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten-University (Pre-school), Contact: Danielle Thompson, Danielle.Thompson@oh.nacdnet.net 

Provide training and educational materials to certify 35 pre-kindergarten and Head Start teachers in two new early childhood curricula that have just been introduced by Project WILD and Project Learning Tree.  The grant will also provide resource education trunks of materials for each classroom.   Collaborators include Adams-Brown Head Start, Adams Soil and Water Conservation District, Brown County Educational Service Center, ODNR Division of Forestry, and the Ohio State University Extension. 

Ohio State University College of Nursing, “Healthy Homes Education for Nursing Students,” S10G-076, $48,676, Franklin County, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten-University (Undergraduate), Contact: Barbara Polivka, polivka.1@osu.edu
Provides web-based standardized teaching modules to educate at least 300 undergraduate and graduate pre-licensure nursing students per year to US EPA’s Healthy Homes assessment process to identify threats such as radon, lead, pesticides and asthma triggers during their home visits.  These students will also participate in standardized simulation lab exercises to practice Healthy Homes assessments, and at least 20 students will pilot actual in-home clinical/experiential Healthy Homes assessments.    Columbus Public Health and the Ohio Department of Health are collaborating.  

Cuyahoga Valley National Park Association, “Watershed Stories: Teaching 21st Century Skills within the Framework of Your Watershed,” S10G-081, $13,568, Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lake, Lorain, Medina, Portage, Stark, Summit and Wayne Counties,  Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (Elementary and Middle School), Contact: Stacey Heffernan, sheffernan@cvnpa.org, 330-657-2796 ext. 109.

Provides professional development on the Cuyahoga River watershed for 25 in-service teachers of grades 4-8. Participants will investigate biotic communities, assess water quality and riparian habitat by chemical and physical methods and biological indicators, and learn about the history of the watershed and human impacts on water quality.   They will develop lesson plans and problem-solving activities for their students specific to each school’s local watershed.  The National Park Service and Cuyahoga River Community Planning Organization are collaborating.  

Miami University, Center for Environmental Education, “The GREEN Teachers Institute: Picture-Perfect Environmental Science,” S10G-088, $28,970, Butler, Clermont, Clinton, Hamilton, Preble, and Warren Counties, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten-University (Elementary School), Contact: Donald Kaufman, kaufmadg@muohio.edu, 513-529-4617.

Supports a two-week summer professional development workshop in environmental science and a series of follow-up sessions during the academic year for 90 K-6 teachers.   Teachers will learn inquiry-based activities using picture books that capture students’ attention in tandem with traditional science text books to improve science and reading comprehension.  Collaborators include the Clermont and Hamilton County Educational Service Centers, Mason City Schools and Talawanda School District.  

Goodness Grows, “City Fresh of the Mahoning Valley,” S10G-091, $17,188, Mahoning County, Audience: General Public, Contact: Meagan Zeune, Meagan@goodnessgrows.net
Provides at least 100 families in low and moderate income neighborhoods on the south side of Youngstown with seminars and farm outings about the environmental benefits of community supported agriculture (CSA) and fresh, locally-grown produce.   Childrens’ programs will include activities from Project WILD and Project Learning Tree.  Also provides instruction and supplies for the creation of two neighborhood gardens.   Collaborators include Common Wealth, Flying High, Inc., Mahoning Valley Organizing Collaborative, the Rescue Mission of the Mahoning Valley, and local churches.  

Franklin County Master Gardeners, “FCMG Master Composter Program,” S10G-094, $48,007, Franklin County, Audience: General Public, Contact: Cory Skurdal, skurdal.1@osu.edu
This project will recruit, train and support 25 community volunteers to educate more than 20,000 residents about methods and environmental benefits of composting.  These docents will offer  programs and demonstrations at local events, and establish 25 community compost sites to divert yard waste and food scraps from landfill disposal, and encourage their beneficial reuse as soil amendments.  Collaborators include Chapman Elementary School, the Ohio State University’s Chadwick Arboretum, Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District, and Grange Insurance Audubon Center. 

For more information, contact:

Ohio EPA, Office of Environmental Education

50 W. Town Street, Suite 700

Columbus, OH  43215

Phone: 614/644-2873

E-mail: oeef@epa.state.oh.us
Web:  www.epa.ohio.gov/oee
