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Ohio Environmental Education Fund



General Grants Awarded in SFY 2007
During the fall, 2006 and spring, 2007 grant rounds, the OEEF funded eighteen projects for a total of $741,803.00
Nature Center at Shaker Lakes, Community Ecology Awareness and Action, $30,234.00, Cuyahoga County, Audience:  General Public, #07G-003, Contact:  Carol Marshall, marshall@shakerlakes.org   
Provides adult education classes, printed materials and service learning projects for at least 300 residents of the Doan Brook watershed, a diverse and densely-populated urban area that directly impacts Lake Erie.  Project will focus on  the effect environmental waste and polluted runoff have on the land and the water, and steps residents can take to help restore and preserve the ecosystem. Topics will include Laudable Lawns, rain barrel construction, invasive and native plants, sustainable landscaping, geology of the watershed, bird banding, and water quality monitoring.   Collaborators include the Cleveland Botanical Garden,  Cleveland Museum of Natural History, the Doan Brook Watershed Partnership and The Plant Manager. 
The Summit/Akron Solid Waste Management Authority, Making Recycling Work Through Environmental Awareness, $29,037.00, Summit County, Audience:  General Public, 07G-006, Contact:  Jenny Markovich, jmarkovich@sasqma.org
Supports a multi-faceted city-wide public awareness campaign targeting 27,362 residents of the city of Barberton, in an effort to raise residential recycling rates and tonnages collected from less than 7% to more than 10%.  Campaign will include a recycling drop-off center demonstration project in a multi-unit low-income housing complex, community-specific brochures, utility bill inserts, a traveling exhibit, and incentive programs, supported and reinforced by ongoing school programs.   Collaborators include the City of Barberton, Barberton Schools, and the Akron Metropolitan Housing Authority.
Western Reserve Land Conservancy Firelands Chapter, Vermilion River Watershed Educational Book, $49,825.00, Ashland, Erie, Huron, Lorain Counties, Audience: General Public, #007G-007.  Contact: Mary Garvin, mary.garvin@oberlin.edu .
As part of the public education effort recommended in the “Total Maximum Daily Loads for the Vermillion River Watershed” report, the collaborators will develop and distribute a color booklet targeting residents, property owners, township governments and recreational users of the river.  A series of presentations using the booklet will seek to build community support for seeking re-designation of the river to scenic status, to accord it the highest possible level of protection.  Contents will include the watershed’s distinctive geology, local flora and fauna, water quality, history, recreational uses, and actions residents and local communities can take to protect the water resource.  Project features extensive collaboration with  Audubon Ohio, Erie Soil and Water Conservation District, Friends of the Vermillion River Watershed, Huron Soil and Water Conservation District, Lorain County Metro Parks, Lorain Soil and Water Conservation District, Oberlin College, Ohio Department of Natural Resources’ Division of Natural Areas and Preserves and Coastal Training Program, Ohio State University Extension, The Farmland Center, and The Nature Conservancy.
Hiram College, Primary Headwater Habitat Multi-media Training Modules, $46,044.00 Statewide, Audience: General Public, #07G-012.  Contact:  Dennis Taylor, taylordj@hiram.edu .
Develops a multi-media training curriculum to educate the general public, environmental consultants, the academic community and regulated entities on the use of Primary Headwater Habitat (PHWH) assessment protocols and the proper interpretation of assessment data. Demand for this type of training is anticipated due to changes in rules regarding use designations, 401 Water Quality Certifications, credible data collector training requirements and other regulatory applications of the PHWH classification system.  Interactive online modules will include PHWH Basics, the Headwater Habitat Evaluation Index, Biological Evaluation of Methods using Invertebrates and Vertebrates, and an introduction to the data management and reporting system under development at Ohio EPA.  Courseware will incorporate slideshows, online quizzes and tests, videos and podcasts, and materials will be coordinated with the manual and field test provided by Ohio EPA.  The training course will be made available on the Ohio EPA Web site and by distribution of DVDs for use on personal computers.    Ohio EPA’s Division of Surface Water is collaborating.   
Ohio Compost Association, Measurement Methodology and Training for Regulated Compost Facilities, $50,000.00, Statewide, Audience: Regulated Community, #07G-018, Contact: James Skora, jskora@gtenvironmental.com
Over 400 regulated compost facilities must report annually to Ohio EPA on the amount of waste received and compost produced.  Reporting has been inconsistent with a wide variety of reported data that has conflicted with other survey efforts from solid waste management districts.  Guidance on measurement is particularly needed by smaller facilities that do not have scales.  This project will develop and disseminate a consistent statewide methodology for estimating different types of yard waste, and provide written guidance and five regional training sessions on measurement as well as proper sampling of compost and leachate according to regulatory requirements.  Ohio Agricultural Research and Development Center and GT Environmental are collaborating. 
Ohio University Southern Nature Center, On the Cutting Edge: Teaching-N-Tomorrow, $48,016.00, Adams, Gallia, Jackson, Lawrence, Meigs, and Scioto Counties,

Audience:  Pre-Kindergarten – University (K-12), #07G-034, Contact:  Robert Culp, culpr@ohio.edu
Provides four-day professional development workshops for 60 teachers to improve science teaching in alignment with state standards, to encourage teaching in an outdoor setting, and to develop and disseminate lesson plans and activities using an environmental issue or topic specific to southeastern Ohio.  The summer workshops in 2007 and 2008 will focus on chemistry in grades K-3, geology in grades 4-8, and plant ecology and botany in grades 9-12.   Lessons developed by the teachers will be field-tested with visiting students, then posted on the OUS teacher Website.   Lessons will be evaluated in terms of relevance to Ohio environmental topics, correlation with content standards, creativity and age appropriateness.  Collaborators include eight participating school districts, the Lawrence Soil and Water Conservation District, and the Wayne National Forest.  
Great Lakes Environmental Finance Center, NPDES Phase II Implementing Training and Assistance, $39,270.00, Cuyahoga, Lorain, Medina, and Summit Counties, Audience:  Regulated Community, #07G-037, Contact:  Claudette Robey, crobey@urban.csuohio.edu
Provides training for local officials on NPDES Phase II requirements on small municipal separate storm sewer systems (MS4s), to help them comply with permit and storm water management requirements.  Program includes practical, hands-on tools for municipal employees to implement pollution prevention and good housekeeping practices, as well as illicit discharge detection and elimination programs.  Another component will train contractors, construction site inspectors and local officials on proper installation, maintenance, and inspection of sediment and erosion controls at construction sites.  A third component offers training for developers and engineers on design and implementation of post-construction storm water quality controls.  The Center is a partnership between US EPA and Cleveland State University’s College of Urban Affairs.  Bramhall Engineering is collaborating.  
Mill Creek Restoration Project, “Integrating Cultural History and a Heightened Sense of Place with Community-based Approaches to Public Storm Water Education, Urban River Regeneration and Neighborhood Revitalization,” $50,000.00, Hamilton County, Audience: General Public, #F07G-039, Contact: Robin Corathers robin@millcreekrestoration.org 
Seeks to involve residents of two low income Environmental Justice neighborhoods within the Mill Creek floodplain in Cincinnati in efforts to restore and protect the Creek.  Educational opportunities will include neighborhood meetings, workshops on topics selected by the residents, Mill Creek driving and walking tours, water quality presentations by local environmental and public health officials, tree plantings and other hands-on activities for 100 neighborhood volunteers at storm water demonstration sites to show erosion and runoff controls.  Volunteers will also plant native species for wildlife habitat, and install educational signs at Underground Railroad landmarks in the Mill Creek Greenway.   Collaborators include the Northside Community Council, North Fairmount Community Center, Gardens at Village Green, National Underground Railroad Freedom Center, and Paul Hemmer Companies/Sand Run Nursery.  
Trillium Media Inc., Going Green, $32,847.00, Statewide, OEEF Priorities: Community Issues and Environmental Health, Audience: General Public, #S-07G-045, Contact: Sandra Sleight-Brennan, sandra.sleight@brennan.net, 740-662-3453.

Provides a 15-part radio series and hour-long documentary on how clean energy and lifestyle changes can combat global climate change. Five-minute radio features will highlight people and organizations in Ohio that are working with green energy issues.  Topics will include examples of making homes more energy efficient, and powering homes and businesses with solar, wind, and other alternative energy sources.  The series and documentary will air on Ohio public radio stations to reach an audience of at least 200,000, and be archived as podcasts on Green Energy Ohio’s Web site with more in-depth information on the topics presented.  Green Energy Ohio is collaborating. 

Marion County Recycling and Litter Prevention, EnviroCourt: Litter Law Enforcement, $10,000.00, Marion County, OEEF Priority: Community Issues, Environmental Health and Teaching Skills, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (High School), #S-07G-047, Contact: Angela Carbetta, wastenot@co.marion.oh.us, 740-223-4120. 

Replicates the “How Dare You” high school curriculum on environmental law designed by Keep Franklin County Beautiful that won an OEEF Outstanding Project award.  The litter awareness program will be offered in two high schools and the Tri-Rivers Career Center, for 170 students.  Students will conduct a mock environmental crimes investigation and visit the Franklin County Environmental Court.  A new component will incorporate nature photography and first amendment and photo-journalism laws.  This project will span two academic years, culminating with a public forum to increase awareness of litter and illegal dumping in the community.  Multiple local organizations are collaborating.

Butler Soil and Water Conservation District, The Greatest Show In Earth, $50,000.00, Butler, Hamilton, Montgomery, Preble and Warren Counties, OEEF Priority: Community Issues, Audience: General Public, #S-07G-048, Contact: Kevin Fall, fallke@butlercountyohio.org, 513-887-3720.

Provides a three-dimensional, mole’s-eye-view of the world that lets visitors feel as if they are underground.  A trailer housing a soil tunnel and lab will carry a museum-quality interactive exhibit to schools, fairs and other events in several southwest Ohio counties.  Topics covered include soil formation and composition; the role of soil in food production, water purification and habitat; and the importance of soil and water conservation.  Collaborators include the Butler County Storm Water District, Cincinnati Museum Center, Hamilton-to-New-Baltimore Groundwater Consortium, Natural Resources Conservation Service, and Niederman Family Farm.   

Project Learning Tree-Ohio, WET, WILD, and PLT - Social Studies Correlations for All Three, $45,375.00, Statewide, Audience:  Pre-Kindergarten – University (Elementary, Middle and High School), #S-07G-050.  Contact:  Jen Dennison, jen.dennison@dnr.state.oh.us.

Ohio’s Project WET, Project WILD, and Project Learning Tree programs recently received an OEEF Outstanding Project award for aligning their student activities with the Ohio Department of Education’s Academic Content Standards for science education.  Those correlations are now posted online at http://www.dnr.state.oh.us/education/correlations/default.asp
This new project will align the three national environmental education curricula with Ohio’s social studies content standards, in an online searchable database where teachers can link social studies indicators with appropriate activities to meet the needs of their students.  Collaborators include the Ohio Department of Natural Resources’ Divisions of Water, Wildlife, and Soil and Water Conservation.

Cuyahoga River Community Planning Organization, Watershed Stewardship & Management Training for Cuyahoga River Tributaries, $49,954.00, Cuyahoga County, Audience:  General Public, #S-07G-051, Contact:  Jane Goodman, goodmanj@cuyahogariverrap.gov.

Provides a 96-page comprehensive watershed owner’s manual, and watershed stewardship training workshops for community leaders and the general public in four Cuyahoga River tributary watersheds.  The targeted watersheds are Furnace Run, Brandywine Creek, Sagamore Creek, and Mud Brook, which are all experiencing rapid development and loss of natural infrastructure.  The “Build a Better Watershed” training will offer tools for better decision making, to help the public understand local water quality issues and the land use planning process.  Collaborators include the Cleveland Metroparks, Cuyahoga Valley National Park, Summit County Engineer, Temple Beth Shalom and the URS Corporation.  

EnterpriseWorks, Kids Environmental Education Program (K.E.E.P.), $26,043.00, Franklin County, Audience:  Pre-Kindergarten – University (Elementary), #S-07G-052, Contact:  Marcia Duffy, mduffy@enterpriseworks.biz.

Provides an after-school environmental and career exploration curriculum for 60 at-risk, low-income fifth grade students attending Franklin Wood and Galloway Ridge Intermediate Schools.  Activities and field trips over an eight-week period will cover litter, landfills, illegal dumping, air pollution and acid rain, vehicle emissions, energy use and conservation, soil erosion, water quality, and plant and animal life in the Darby Creek Watershed.  Students will complete a career action plan for an environmental science career of their choosing.  Collaborators include Columbus Recreation and Parks, Keep Columbus Beautiful, and the Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District.  

Western Reserve Resource Conservation and Development Council, CLEAN (Collaborative Learning for Environmental Action Network, $50,000.00 Ashtabula, Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lake, Lorain, Medina, Portage, Summit and Trumbull Counties, OEEF Priority: Teaching Skills, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (Undergraduate), #S-07G-056, Contact: Glenn Odenbrett, glenn.odenbrett@case.edu, 216-368-3069.

A consortium of northeast Ohio universities are collaborating to develop 20 environmentally focused STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) undergraduate courses that feature service-learning and community-based research.  The overarching theme for the collaboration is watershed stewardship in the Lake Erie basin, and an effort to build partnerships between local environmental organizations and institutions of higher learning.  Includes a regional Environmental Service-Learning Institute hosted by the Great Lakes Science Center, environmental career fairs for students, and a Web-based clearinghouse of best practices, sample syllabi, curriculum models, and local service-learning project opportunities.  Collaborators include the American Heritage Rivers Initiative; Ohio Environmental Council; county commissioners and soil and water conservation districts in nine counties; faculty at multiple colleges and universities; and SENCER (Science Education for New Civic Engagement and Responsibilities), a national curriculum development program funded by the National Science Foundation.  

Ohio Energy Project, Environmental Impact Education, $50,000.00, Adams, Athens, Clermont, Cuyahoga, Delaware, Franklin, Hamilton, Jackson, Licking, Lucas, Marion, Miami, Montgomery, Stark, Summit and Scioto, OEEF Priorities: Education Reform and Teaching Skills, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (Middle and High School), #S-07G-058, Contact: Deborah Yerkes,  swenergy@infinet.com, 513-688-1717.

Using a standardized Home Energy Efficiency Kit, the Ohio Energy Project will introduce teachers, students and parents to basic concepts of energy use and energy conservation with activities focused on home energy savings. Students will be introduced to methods of measuring energy usage, determining costs and quantifying environmental effects. Six energy efficiency lessons will be presented in the classroom and students will take home a variety of efficiency measures from the Home Energy Efficiency Kit that can be used to lower energy consumption. In the process, parents and families will utilize practical ways to be energy efficient.  Collaborators include Duke Energy, Niagara Conservation, the Ohio Department of Development Office of Energy Efficiency, and 40 participating teachers.  

Ohio State University Food, Agricultural & Biological Engineering/Ohio NEMO, Geomorphology and Ecology of Stream Systems – Educational Tools and Training, $49,904.00, Statewide, Audience:  Regulated Community, #S-07G-062, Contact:  Andy Ward, ward.2@osu.edu.

Provides eight interactive,online learning modules about stream and watershed processes, assessment protocols, and proper interpretation of data.  Target audience includes watershed coordinators, local agencies, engineering consultants, developers, and regulated entities working on stream restoration and watershed projects.  Demand for this type of training is anticipated due to rule changes regarding 401 Water Quality Certifications, Credible Data Collector training requirements, and implementation of endorsed watershed plans.   Two workshops are planned to introduce the modules.  

Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden, Making the Local Flora Database Accessible for Education, $35,254.00, Hamilton County, Audience:  Pre-Kindergarten – University (Middle and High School) #S-07G-065, Contact:  Valerie Pence, ValeriePence@cincinnatizoo.org
Flora Finder is the outreach phase of the Local Flora Project, to make a database of plant records for the Greater Cincinnati area accessible to middle school and high school teachers and students via the CZBG Website.  Learning modules and teacher workshops will help users understand how to use the database and develop science projects utilizing data from herbarium records which depict where the plant was collected, when it was found, and by whom.  Collaborators include the Civic Garden Center of Greater Cincinnati, Clermont County Educational Services Center, Clermont County Office of Environmental Quality, and local universities.  

For more information, contact:
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