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Awarded Mini Grants, SFY 2009
In the fall 2008 grant cycle, and the spring, 2009 grant cycle, the OEEF funded the following 22 projects, for a total of $89,227.  
The Wilderness Center, Inc., “Vernal Pool Workshop,” $2,267, Statewide, OEEF Priorities: Community Issues, Audience: General Public, F09M-004, Contact: Tamara Seikel, tammy@wildernesscenter.org, 330-359-5235. 

The project goal is to increase awareness and understanding of the key role that vernal pools play in Ohio’s ecosystem. A one day workshop at The Wilderness Center (TWC) will train 50 volunteers from across the state to monitor vernal pools in their areas and to report the findings; this will add information to a state wide data base created by the Ohio Environmental Council (OEC) so that better protection and resource management decisions can be made that will protect these spring-time wetlands.  Better protection of vernal pools will further the state’s environmental goals in terms of biodiversity, sustainability of ecosystems, ground water quality, surface water quality, natural flows of water, and recreational opportunities.  OEC’s Vernal Pool Database can be found at http://www.theoec.org/vernalpool_submit.html.  

Elgin Local Schools, Elgin South Elementary, “All About Energy,” $4,966, Marion County, OEEF Priority: Standards Based Education, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (Elementary School), F09M-005, Contact: Sandy Stevens, stevens_s@elgin.k12.oh.us, 740-494-2677.  

Provides supplies and a field trip to help 44 fourth and 52 fifth grade students learn about different forms of energy, how energy consumption affects the environment, alternative energy sources, and how to calculate and reduce their personal carbon footprint as well as the school’s . Collaborators include Mid-Ohio Energy, the Prospect Park Commission, the Sandusky Plains Environmental Education Center, and Veggie U, a gardening curriculum of the Culinary Vegetable Institute.  

Cuyahoga County Board of Health, “Ohio Storm Water Conference,” $5,000, Statewide, OEEF Priority: Compliance Issues, Audience: Regulated Community, F09M-013, Contact: Harry Stark, hstark@ccbh.net, 216-201-2001 ext. 1205.   

In 2008, a very successful Northeast Ohio Storm Water Conference brought together 393 attendees and 50 speakers over two days, to help municipal officials and local watershed organizations understand and educate their residents about storm water issues.  This mini grant will provide facility rental to support a 2009 storm water conference in Cincinnati, to promote regional collaborative approaches to these issues in southwest Ohio.    The Ohio Department of Natural Resources, US EPA’s Cincinnati Office, and multiple local agencies and organizations are collaborating.

Warren Soil and Water Conservation District, “Southwest Ohio Sediment and Erosion Control Field Day Audience Expansion Initiative,” $5,000, Statewide, OEEF Priority: Compliance Issues, Audience: Regulated Community, F09M-014, Contact: Marsha Rolph, mrolph2000@yahoo.com, 513-695-1337.     
The Southwest Ohio Sediment and Erosion Control Field Day was developed by employees of Southwest Ohio Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs) as a means to educate homebuilders, developers, contractors, engineers, public officials, and a myriad of other NPDES Phase II stakeholders about compliance with construction site non-point source pollution regulations. Since its inception in 2002, this event has been tremendously successful in spreading the importance of erosion and sediment control, storm water management, and water quality protection through the expertise of various speakers, the exhibition of hands-on demonstrations of Best Management Practices, and product vending. Provides funding for a keynote speaker to help the 2009 event attract approximately 100 more homebuilders and contractors responsible for the installation and maintenance of sediment and erosion controls on development sites.  Collaborators include the Butler and Hamilton SWCDs, Clermont County Office of Environmental Quality, and Home Builders Association of  Greater Cincinnati.  

Great Lakes Chapter International Erosion Control, “Storm Water Professional Development,” $5,000, Statewide, OEEF Priorities: Compliance Assistance, Audience: Regulated Community, F09M-015, Contact: Brett Bergefurd, bbergefurd@co.delaware.oh.us, 740-272-3098.  

Three different review classes and associated exams for storm water management professionals will each be offered twice during 2009.  Participants will have the opportunity to become certified professionals in sediment and erosion control and storm water quality management, to improve compliance by small municipal separate storm sewer systems (MS4) communities and the construction industry.  Collaborators include the Cuyahoga Soil and Water Conservation District, Great Lakes Environmental Finance Center at Cleveland State University, Ohio EPA Northeast District Office and USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service.  

Eaton Township Storm Water Management Committee, “Eaton Township Rain Garden Community Awareness Project,” $3,761, Lorain County, OEEF Priorities:  Compliance Assistance and Community Issues, Audience:  General Public, F09M-016, Contact:  Bob Hudak, hawkwind5usa@yahoo.com, (440) 748-3775.

Provides a 600 square foot demonstration rain garden at the Town Hall, to educate residents about this low-cost method of alleviating problems associated with flooding and storm water runoff.   Collaborators include the Black River Watershed Project, Eaton Township Trustees, and Lorain Soil and Water Conservation District.  

Big Walnut Creek Water Quality Partnership, “Investigating Water Quality Among Delaware County Watersheds,” $4,979, Delaware County, OEEF Priority: Community Issues, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (High School), F09M-020, Contact: Kris Bruestle, kris-bruestle@delawareswcd.org, 740-368-1921 ext. 4.   

Provides monitoring supplies and equipment so that high school students (Grades 9 and 10) and adult volunteers from the Scioto, Olentangy, and Upper Big Walnut watersheds will be trained and certified as an EPA level I Qualified Data Collectors to monitor local water quality.   Data collected will be analyzed by the students and stored in a custom Access database, housed by the Delaware SWCD fileserver. All findings will be disseminated in watershed reports and students' science fair projects.  Delaware Soil and Water Conservation District and Delaware Area Career Center are collaborating.   

Warren County Park District, “Hisey Park Wetland Interpretative Signs Project,” $5,000, Warren County, OEEF Priority: Community Issues, Audience: General Public, F09M-021, Contact: David Nuscher, parkboard@co.warren.oh.us, 513-695-1109. 

Provides interpretive signage for a 12-acre wetland area in the Little Miami flood plain, as part of a stream relocation and restoration project, to help educate residents using the adjacent trails and ball fields in a 158-acre park about the value of wetlands for water quality and flood control.  Collaborators include the Friends of the Warren County Park District, Ohio Wetlands Coundation, Warren County Convention and Visitors Bureau, and Wayne Township Trustees.  
Tolles Career and Technical Center, “ Tolles Bird Discovery Project,” $3,621, Franklin, Madison and Union Counties, OEEF Priorities: Standards Based Education and Environmental Careers, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (High School), F09M-022, Contact: John Thomas, johmas@hotmail.com, 614-890-0463.  

Provides binoculars, field guides, handheld GPS units, supplies and interpretive signs to help students in landscaping and environmental science classes map bird territories, monitor populations, and improve habitat along a nature trail adjacent to the school and a tributary of the Big Darby Creek.  The Grange Insurance Audubon Center and Hummer/Bird Bander Research Collaborative are participating.  

Union Local School District, Union Local High School, “Implementation of Forestry Management into the Vocation Agriculture Curriculum,” $5,000, Belmont County, OEEF Priorities: Standards Based Education and Environmental Careers, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (High School) , F09M-025, Contact: Jon Jones, jon.jones@omeresa.net, 740-782-1181. 

Provides books, supplies, equipment, and instructional support to implement a Forestry Management class into the Vocational Agriculture curriculum.  Students will read plat maps, learn tree identification and orienteering skills, sample soils, and study wildlife ecology, tree growth, and timber stand improvement techniques for forest management.  Belmont Soil and Water Conservation District and OSU Extension are collaborating.

Mahoning Soil and Water Conservation District, “Rain Garden Education and Demonstration Project,” $3,776, Mahoning County, OEEF Priorities: Community Issues and Environmental Sustainability, Audience: General Public, F09M-030, Contact: Kathleen Vrable-Bryan, kvrable-bryan@mahoningcountyoh.gov, 330-740-7995. 
Provides a demonstration rain garden at the Mahoning SWCD office site in Youngstown, to educate county residents, business owners, developers, contractors, landscapers and others about simple, cost-effective and aesthetically pleasing ways to protect water quality and prevent flooding in urban areas.   Mahoning County Green Team and Mahoning Valley Landscape and Nursery Association are collaborating.  

City of Milford, “Storm Water Drain Labeling,” $857, Clermont County, OEEF Priority: Community Issues, Audience: General Public, F09M-034, Contact: Susan Ellerhorst, sellerhorst@milfordohio.org, 513-248-5092. 

Provides "No Dumping: Drains to the Little Miami River" labels for volunteer groups to mark 200 catch basins, to educate the public regarding the water quality effects of dumping materials in storm drains .  Also provides 600 door hangers in affected neighborhoods and 100 "When it Rains, Clermont Drains" brochures in new resident’s packets, to increase watershed community awareness. This project will help the city meet public outreach, community involvement and illicit discharge detection and elimination requirements in the Phase II storm water regulations.  Clermont County Storm Water Management Department and the East Fork Watershed Collaborative are participating.  

Simon Kenton Council, Boy Scouts of America, World Conservation Award, S-09M-039, $3,830.00, Adams, Delaware, Fairfield, Fayette, Franklin, Highland, Hocking, Jackson, Lawrence, Licking, Madison, Pickaway, Pike, Ross, Union, Vinton and Scioto Counties, OEEF Priorities: Environmental Sustainability, Standards Based Education and Career Development, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (ages 6-11), Contact: Brian Asbury, basbury@skcbsa.org, 614-436-7200 ext. 216.  
Provides Cub Scouts ages 6-11 with hands-on activities that focus on learning about renewable and non-renewable resources, through field and lab experiments involving composting, solid waste recycling, and soil and water conservation.  Scouts will build a compost bin, take temperature measurements, and help construct a compost garden at Camp Lazarus.  Completion of this project will address several 2009 OEEF education priorities resulting in Scouts earning the World Conservation Scouting Award.  Collaborators include Camp Lazarus, Delaware County General Health District and Delaware Soil and Water Conservation District.
Wayne National Forest, Flying Wild Program – Migratory Bird Viewing Area, S-09M-040, $5,000.00, Athens County, OEEF Priority: Standards Based Education,  Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (teachers), Contact: Ann Grasso, agrasso@fs.fed.us, 740-753-0852.  
Provides a workshop for educators on Project WILD’s new Flying Wild curriculum on migratory birds and habitat conservation.  Also supports a bird observation blind and interpretive materials at the Wayne National Forest (WNF) visitor center in Nelsonville, OH.  The structure will be wheelchair accessible and will allow for approximately 7 - 8 people inside the hidden viewing area to observe the birds.  The Environmental Education Council of Ohio is collaborating.  
Bethany School, Environmental Education and Decision Making Overnight Camp, S-09M-041, $2,824.20, Hamilton County, OEEF Priorities: Standards Based Education and Career Development,  Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (7th grade), Contact: Michelle Mellea, mellea@bethanyschool.org, 513-289-6072.  
Provides a two-night field experience at the Wilds in Cumberland, OH for seventh grade students as a culminating event for a unit on environment, ecology and  economic decision making.   Student activities will include using a decision making model on restoration of a wetland for an endangered frog species; interpretive hikes on land use, biodiversity, invasive species, and ecosystems; and a genetics workshop on species survival plans focused on rhinos.  Collaborators on the year-long educational project include the Cincinnati Metropolitan Sewer District, Cincinnati Zoo, Grailville constructed wetland wastewater treatment system, Green Acres Foundation, and Proctor and Gamble.   
Franklin County Board of Health, Safe Bed Bug Control, S-09M-045, $5,000.00, Franklin County, OEEF Priority: Environmental Public Health, Audience: General Public, Contact: Elizabeth Kress, eakress@franklincountyohio.gov, 614-462-6668. 
Bed bugs are an emerging problem in Central Ohio. Although they are not associated with any known public health risks, there is the potential for significant environmental and health impacts caused by the misuse of pesticides and other products to eradicate them from homes and other buildings. People who are not properly informed about the correct materials and methods to be used to kill bed bugs will resort to methods and chemicals that can have lasting, deleterious effects to their health and the environment.  The mini grant will support development and dissemination of information through brochures, workshops, and a Web site about using the least hazardous means to eradicate bed bugs and using chemical controls responsibly.  Target recipients include college dormitories and rental housing units.    A Central Ohio Bed Bug Task Force of 24 state and local agencies and organizations will help to design and disseminate the materials. 
Clermont County Water & Sewer District, A Pharmaceutical Disposal Education Program for Public Water Supply Customers, S-09M-046, $1,550.00, Clermont County, OEEF Priorities: Community Issues and Environmental Public Health, Audience: General Public, Contact: Thomas Yeager, tyeager@co.clermont.oh.us, 513-732-7930. 
The Water and Sewer District is proposing a multi-faceted approach to inform its customers about the dangers of pharmaceuticals in the environment and what steps they can take to reduce these risks. A brochure will be mailed to more than 40,000 customers, supplemented by news releases, a segment to air on the County’s local cable access show, information in the County’s monthly public newsletter and online.  Collaborators include the City of Milford, Clermont County Office of Public Information, Ohio River Valley Water Sanitation Commission (ORSANCO), and the Villages of Batavia, New Richmond, and Williamsburg.  
Cuyahoga Community College, Environmental Science for Educators: Promoting Watershed Stewardship, S-09M-047, $4,944.20, Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lake, Lorain and Medina Counties, OEEF Priority: Standards Based Education, Audience:  Pre-Kindergarten – University (teachers), Contact: Michael Rowan, Michael.rowan@tri-c.edu, 216-987-2368.

A previously received US EPA environmental education grant developed and offered a course (BIO 2806) titled "Environmental Science for Educators: Promoting Watershed Stewardship” in the Euclid Creek and Chagrin River watersheds . Middle and high school science teachers develop a project promoting local stewardship for implementation in their classrooms. The OEEF grant supports offering the course a third time to more educators in these and other northeast Ohio watersheds by providing water quality monitoring equipment, stipends and resource materials for the teachers.  Collaborators include Baldwin-Wallace College and the Cuyahoga Soil and Water Conservation District. 
International Center for the Preservation of Wild Animals Inc. (the WILDS), Youth- Managed Pollinator Plots, S-09M-048, $5,000.00, Statewide, OEEF Priorities: Career Development and Environmental Sustainability, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (ages 8-19), Contact: Denise Brooks, dbrooks@thewilds.org, 740-638-5030 ext. 2116.  
Supports development of a 20m x 20m pollinator plot at the Conservation Education Camp to enhance a degraded landscape and provide hands-on science experiences for 300 summer campers, to demonstrate sampling, observation and comparison skills needed for many environmental science careers.  Information on the species planted and pollinators observed will be included in the Wilds’ citizen science education Web site and printed materials.  The Nature Center at Shaker Lakes and the Ohio State University Department of Evolution, Ecology and Organismal Biology are collaborating. 

Defiance County General Health District, Protecting our Source: Communicating the Impact Off-Lot Discharging Sewage Systems are having on Surface Water Quality in Defiance County, S-09M-049, $4,471.77, Defiance County, OEEF Priorities: Community Issues and Environmental Public Health, Audience: General Public, Contact: Kent Martz, kmartz@defiance-county.com, 419-784-3818.
Supports a multi-faceted public awareness campaign to educate residents on the proper maintenance and operation of home septic systems, and the adverse environmental impacts these systems can have on drinking water and local streams.  Approximately 75% of County residents have these off-lot septic systems, discharging nearly 1.9 million gallons of effluent daily to local streams, rivers, creeks or roadside ditches.   The campaign will include presentations to local organizations and agencies, flyers, posters, brochures, articles for local publications and Websites, segments for local radio stations, and materials for local septic system installers and private water system contractors to distribute to homeowners during service calls.  The Defiance Soil and Water Conservation District and Ohio State University Extension are collaborating.
Mansfield City Schools Outdoor Education Explorations Program, Community Environmental Awareness Takes Flight with Monarchs, S-09M-054, $3,000.00, Statewide, OEEF Priority: Standards Based Education, Audience:   Pre-Kindergarten – University (Grades 3 and 4), Contact: Janet Ellsworth, jellsworth@mansfield.k12.oh.us, 419-295-3681.

Provides a two-day workshop from the Monarch Teacher Network for area educators, who will then develop and pilot a curriculum unit in their classrooms.  The program uses the Monarch Butterfly migration as the focal point for meeting academic content standards for life science, enhancing schoolyard wildlife habitat, improving teaching methods and impacting neighborhood/community environmental awareness.   A family learning festival at the Sherman Elementary School butterfly house and outdoor classroom will feature student projects and hands-on activities.  Collaborators include the Environmental Education Council of Ohio Region 6, Richland County Regional Solid Waste Management Authority, and Sherman and Springmill Elementary Schools.  
Hilliard City School District, Hilliard Bradley High School, Hilliard Bradley High School Storm Water Management Signage, S-09M-056, $4,379.83, Franklin County, OEEF Priority: Community Issues, Audience: General Public, Contact: Tim Hamilton, tim_hamilton@hboe.org, 614-921-7013.  
Provides a series of interpretive signs describing the design and regulatory intent of the storm water management system constructed on the school grounds, including water quality filtering, groundwater infiltration, open channel drainage, two-stage channels, diverse wetland habitat control of mosquitoes, flood storage, stream base flow augmentation, Low Impact Design cost savings, bio lab opportunities, and Big Darby Creek regulatory requirements.  Informational brochures will be prepared and distributed to District schools and local government offices to encourage the general public to visit the site and learn about the environmental features of this system and how future development can protect the Big Darby Creek Watershed.  Collaborators include Eco-Design & Engineering, Ltd., Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District, and Ohio EPA Division of Surface Water.
