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Awarded Mini Grants, SFY 2011

In the fall 2010 grant cycle, and the spring, 2011 grant cycle, the OEEF funded the following 26 projects, for a total of $100,256.  

City of Sidney, “Storm Drains are Not Garbage Cans,” F11M-001, $900.00, Shelby County, Audience, General Public, Contact: Brent Bruggeman, bbruggeman@sidneyoh.com, 937-498-8724.

Provides a digital billboard message in a high traffic area of the community to  increase public awareness that stormwater goes untreated to the nearest stream, lake, or river. It will also provide local contact information allowing citizens to report illegal dumping and learn more about pollution prevention.  Lamar Advertising is collaborating.

Ohio Environmental Council, “Central Ohio Clean Air Campaign,” F11M-002, $5,000.00, Delaware, Fairfield, Franklin, Licking, Madison, Pickaway, and Union Counties, Audience, General Public, Contact: David Celebrezze, david@theoec.org, 614-487-7506 ext. 115.

The OEC will partner with the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC) to hold public forums and provide radio messages to educate central Ohio residents about ozone pollution and steps that citizens can take every day to help clear the air.  

Heart of Ohio Resource Conservation and Development Council, “Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary Program for Golf Courses in the Olentangy Watershed,” F11M-006, $4,393.00, Delaware and Franklin Counties,  Audience, General Public, Contact: Traci Aquara, tkaquara@netzero.net, 740-368-5979 ext. 112.

Project will assist local golf courses in becoming certified in the Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary Program for Golf Courses, to implement best practices for water conservation, habitat management, and chemical and nutrient management.  Collaborators include the Delaware and Franklin Soil and Water Conservation Districts, Friends of the Lower Olentangy Watershed, and Natural Resource Conservation Service.

Columbus Public Utilities Department, “Green Infrastructure Interpretive Signage,” F11M-011, $5,000.00, Delaware and Franklin Counties, Audience, General Public, Contact: Elayna Grody, emgrody@columbus.gov, 614-645-3304.

Provides ten interpretive signs explaining green infrastructure methods such as rain gardens and bioswales being installed around three Columbus Reservoirs to slow down and clean up stormwater and to protect the raw drinking water source.  Collaborators include the Delaware and Franklin  Soil and Water Conservation Districts, Friends of the Scioto River, and Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission.

Vera Institute of Justice, “Ohio Green Prison Project,” F11M-012, $4,999.00, Clark, Fairfield, Franklin, Licking, Madison, and Pickaway Counties, Audience, General Public,   Contact: Leah Morgan, Imorgan@veradc.org, 614-728-1693.

Pilot program to train 40 inmates to conduct energy audits and conservation retrofits and install solar technology.  After completing the courses, program participants will perform energy efficiency retrofits on the prison itself. Not only will this improve the energy efficiency and environmental sustainability of the prison, but it will also provide the inmates with valuable, marketable hands-on work experience, thereby increasing their employability in Ohio’s green economy.  The Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction is collaborating.

East Knox High School, “Water Quality and Microorganisms,” F11M-019, $4,742.00, Knox County, Audience, Pre-Kindergarten – University (High School), Contact: Amy Rine, arine@ekschools.com, 740-599-7000.

Students in environmental science classes will perform water quality assessments of the Kokosing River and Jelloway Creek, learn about drinking  water and wastewater treatment processes, and study waterborne pathogens and the illnesses they cause in humans.  The Knox county Park District is collaborating.

Tinkers Creek Watershed Partners, “2011 Ohio Stormwater Conference,” F11M-023, $2,500.00, Statewide, Audience, Regulated Community, Contact: Harry Stark, hartstark@gmail.com, 216-385-5248.

Supports the third Ohio Stormwater Conference, providing information and technology demonstrations on stormwater management, watershed management and wastewater to about 400 members of the regulated community.  Multiple organizations are collaborating to present this event.

Fredericktown Local Schools (Outdoor Land Lab Committee), “Fredericktown Freddies: Growing More than Gardens,” F11M-024, $1,800.00, Knox County, Audience, Pre-Kindergarten – University (Elementary and Middle School), Contact: Mary Elder, mary_elder@knoxnet.k12.oh.us, 740-694-2781 ext.1106. 

Provides supplies and equipment to enhance an outdoor land lab and garden at a new school site.  Multiple local organizations are collaborating on the project.  

Lake Tomahawk Property Owner Association, “Lake Tomahawk Septic System Reminder Registry,” F11M-025, $2,925.00, Columbiana County, Audience, General Public, Contact: Greg Voorhees, gtvoorhees@comcast.net, 330-383-0113.

Provides a database registry of home septic systems present in the Lake Tomahawk residential development. The database would indicate when a system was last pumped and prompt reminders to be sent out to the homeowners when it is time to pump. Experts from the Columbiana County Health Department, along with local septic maintenance professionals, will survey homes to help homeowners identify potential problems they may already be having with their system and educate the homeowners on proper septic maintenance.  The Little Beaver Creek Land Foundation is also  collaborating.  

Appalachia Ohio Alliance, “Hocking Watershed Conservation Easement Initiative,” F-11M-028, $4,430.00, Hocking County, Audience, General Public, Contact: Paul Knoop, Jr., cpknoop@hocking.net, 740-385-6638.

AOA will host a workshop to educate the public about how a land trust can assist a land owner achieve their conservation goals. Landowners will learn how their property fits within the local context of regional planning, watershed management and habitat protection on both public and private lands.  The Raccoon Creek Partnership and Hocking County Regional Planning are collaborating.

The Leave No Child INSIDE Central Ohio Collaborative, “Leave No Child Inside Public Awareness Campaign,” F11M-029, $2,775.00, Delaware, Fairfield, Fayette, Franklin, Hocking, Licking, Logan, Madison, Pickaway, and Union Counties, Audience, General Public, Contact: Alice Hohl, alice@alicehohl.com, 614-440-6475.

Supports a multimedia public awareness campaign targeting children, parents and professionals who work with families, to convey the importance of getting youth and families playing outdoors and learning about nature in natural settings.  Project will present the cognitive and social benefits of nature activities, and will direct parents and teachers to existing EE curriculum, non-formal family programs and unstructured learning opportunities.  The collaborative includes 62 member organizations. 

Knox County Health Department, “Michael Recycle Talks Trash (Teacher Workshop),” F11M-030, $5,000.00, Knox County, Audience, Pre-Kindergarten – University (K-12), Contact: Mike Whitaker, mwhitaker@knoxhealth.com, 740-392-2200.

Provides a professional development workshop for 25 teachers, using the Windows on Waste curriculum to present solid waste issues, recycling, landfills, green living and non-point source pollution. All teachers will receive content standard lesson plans as well as learn of local resources available to them.  Collaborators include Kenyon College, Knox County Park District, Knox Soil and Water Conservation District, and the Ohio State University Extension. 

Adams Brown Counties Economic Opportunities, Inc. – Adams Brown Recycling, “Energy Education Community Outreach – Program Development for Adams & Brown Counties,” F11M-031, $5,000.00, Adams and Brown Counties, Audience, General Public, Contact: MaryAnna Volkert, mvolkert@abcap.net, 937-378-3431 ext. 103.  

Adams Brown Recycling will adapt  interactive energy education programs from the Ohio Energy Project and National Energy Education and Development, for Adams and Brown County school students, grades 3-8, and 4-H and Scouts.  Also provides an interactive exhibit on energy conservation and renewable energy for display at the county fair and local events.   

Briggs Lawrence County Public Library, “Learning Green,” F11M-032, $792.00, Scioto County, Audience, General Public, Contact: Lori Shafer, lorishafer@briggslibrary.org, 740-532-1124.

Supports a four-part adult environmental education series at two libraries.  Topics will include Introduction to Ecology, How We Detect Ecological Change, Current Events, and Things You Can Do Right Now.  The Portsmouth Public Library is collaborating.

Boy Scouts of America, Simon Kenton Council, “Scouting Renewable Energy Badge,” #S11M-041, $5,000.00, sixteen central and southern Ohio counties, OEEF Priority: Standards-Based Education.  Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (Middle and High School). Contact: Brian Asbury, basbury@skcbsa.org, 614-436-7200 ext. 216.

Adds a renewable energy unit and badge to the summer residential program at Camp Lazarus.  Young Scouts (ages 6-11) will learn how wind and solar energy can conserve natural resources and lessen dependence on fossil fuels.  Activities include measuring the voltage output of parallel and series solar panels; racing solar hydrogen-powered model cars; cooking a meal in a solar oven; considering positive and negative aspects of wind farms; constructing a PicoTurbine windmill from a kit; examining the relationship between the magnets and coils in the kit; and measuring how much electricity is produced.  Older Venture Scouts (ages 14-20), a college intern and career center high school students will discuss careers in energy and environmental fields.  Collaborators include the Ohio State University School of Environment and Natural Resources, and the Delaware Area Career Center’s environmental technologies class.

Amherst Exempted Village School District, “Trained to be Wild,” #S11M-043, $5,000.00, Lorain County, OEEF Priority: Standards-Based Education. Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (Pre-K through Elementary). Contact: Sarah Yoder, sarah_yoder@amherstk12.org, 440-988-4406.

Provides in-service professional development in Project Wild, Project Wild Aquatic, and Growing up Wild curricula for 25 pre-Kindergarten through third grade teachers.  Project budget includes substitute teachers, books, supplies for the teachers to conduct activities with their students, and bus transportation for 40 field trips to the Lorain County Metro Parks.  The Ohio Department of Natural Resources Division of Wildlife is collaborating. 

Union Soil and Water Conservation District, “7th Grade Fresh Water Studies Supplement,” #S11M-045, $2,500.00, Union County, OEEF Priority: Standards Based Education. Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (Middle School). Contact: Kaylee Port, kaylee.port@oh.nacdnet.net, 937-642-5871 ext. 3.

Provides seining nets, waders, boots and water quality test kits to support chemical and macro-invertebrate stream sampling by all the seventh grade science classes at Bunsold Middle School in Marysville.  The project also supports the public education goals of the City of Marysville Storm Water Management Plan and the Bokes and Mill Creek watershed plans.

Sandy Valley High School, “Explore, Research, and Learn: Experiencing Hands-on Science in New Environments,” #S11M-048, $5,000.00, Carroll, Stark, and Tuscarawas Counties, OEEF Priority: Standards Based Education.  Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (High School).  Contact: Nichole Gordon-Coy, n.gordon-coy@svlocal.org, 330-866-9371.

Provides bus transportation, instruction and sampling equipment for high school science classes to collect macro-invertebrates and measure water temperature, turbidity, dissolved oxygen, nitrates, fecal coliform, alkalinity, chlorine, salinity, soil moisture, and total stream flow in the Huff Run watershed tributary to the Tuscarawas River.  Students will compare water quality in undeveloped, impaired, and restored segments of Huff Run, to understand impacts of mining, agriculture and development.  Grant funds will also support a two-day field trip for 50 students from the school’s science club and Envirothon team to Ohio State University’s Stone Laboratory to study the Lake Erie aquatic ecosystem and scientific research methods.  

City of Dayton, “Water Ways,” #S11M-049, $5,000.00, Butler, Champaign, Clark, Darke, Greene, Miami, Montgomery, Preble, and Warren Counties, OEEF Priority: Community Issues.  Audience: General Public.  Contact: Michele Simmons, michele.simmons@cityofdayton.org, 937-333-3796.  

The City of Dayton, with other regional collaborators, has committed to develop a permanent public exhibit to encourage learning about water, the water cycle and individual responsibility for conserving and protecting the rivers, watersheds, and aquifers of the Miami Valley. The exhibit will be installed at the Boonshoft Museum of Discovery in Dayton, visited annually by over 126,000 children.  OEEF funds will support an interactive station within this exhibit, that will allow visitors to manipulate plumbing fixtures to illustrate how everyday behaviors such as showering, flushing, and lawn watering are reflected in the water cycle, and how contaminants affect ground water and surface water.  

Minford Middle School, “Falcons Wild about Water Project,” #S11M-050, $2,867.00, Scioto County, OEEF Priority: Standards Based Education.  Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (Middle School). Contact: Lori Rolfe, LRolfe@minfordfalcons.net, 740-820-2181.

Provides bus transportation, supplies and equipment for students to sample water chemistry monthly and kick-seine to collect macro-invertebrates as biological indicators of water quality at four sites along the Little Scioto River.  Students will learn testing procedures from activities in the Project WET and Healthy Water, Healthy People curricula.   The project also includes field trips to the Lucasville Water Treatment Plant and the US Enrichment Corporation’s Portsmouth Gaseous Diffusion Plant to explore careers in water treatment and water quality monitoring.  Scioto County Farm Bureau and Scioto Soil and Water Conservation District are collaborating. 

Ohio Agriculture Research and Development Center – Ohio State University, “Anaerobic Digestion Education Course,” #S11M-051, $4,951.00, Statewide, OEEF Priorities: Compliance Assistance.  Audience: Regulated Community.  Contact: Yebo Li, li.851@osu.edu, 330-263-3855.

The installation of anaerobic digesters (AD), which use organic waste materials to generate renewable energy, is increasing in Ohio.  As many as 430 livestock farms in Ohio have been identified as potential sites for this technology, using animal manures to general biogas for heat and electricity.  Other fuel sources include food wastes and sewage sludge.  Grant funds will support development of a two-day course for the workforce that will operate these facilities, the regulatory personnel who will oversee permitting and operations, and the investors who will provide funding.   The course will cover the anaerobic digester process, feed stocks, operations, AD product utilization, and economics, using a combination of classroom instruction, hands-on laboratory analysis, and a visit to a 500,000 gallon AD facility located on the OARDC campus.  The course is expected to be offered twice yearly, and replicated in other states. The Ohio Department of Agriculture Livestock Environmental Permitting Program, Ohio State University Extension, and Quasar Energy Group are collaborating. 

Ohio Federation of Soil & Water Conservation Districts, “Educators Development Program (EDP) – Level 2,” #S11M-053, $4,925.00, Statewide, OEEF Priorities:  Community Issues, Environmental Career Development.   Audience: General Public. Contact: Gwen Roth, gwen.roth@hamilton-co.org, 513-772-7645.

Provides a train-the-trainer program for educators from 25 Soil and Water Conservation Districts around the state. Through a series of five (2-day) modules, the SWCD educators will be trained by education and conservation experts to develop public presentations and school programs using science-based activities correlated to the Ohio Academic Content Standards.  The program will include a unit on Ohio geology and activities drawn from three respected national curricula:  The Wonders of Wetlands; Project Food, Land and People; and Facing the Future, a new curriculum on sustainability.  This program builds on a very successful previous effort that was also funded with an OEEF mini grant.  The 28 educators who participated in the first EDP level 1 program in 2009-2010 have already offered public programs attended by more than 100,000 people.  

Raccoon Creek Partnership, “Raccoon Creek Partnership Summer Camps,”  #S11M-055, $2,540.00, Athens, Gallia, Hocking, Jackson, Meigs, and Vinton Counties, OEEF Priority: Community Issues.  Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (Elementary, Middle and High School), Contact: Sarah Landers, sdlanders@gmail.com. 

Grant funds will support staffing and transportation for two, week-long summer camps for 40 local youth at the Waterloo Aquatic Education Center.  Activities from Project WET, Project WILD and Project WILD Aquatic will help campers learn about threats to water quality in the Raccoon Creek watershed, including acid mine drainage and impacts from recreation.  

Black Swamp Bird Observatory, “Wetland Investigation Network (WIN),” #S11M-057, $4,999.00, 21 northern Ohio Counties,  OEEF Priority: Standards Based Education, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University.  Contact: Kimberly Kaufman, kimkaufman@bsbo.org, 419-898-4070.

Brings 2,500 Kindergarten through high school students to the Lake Erie Marshes for a day-long series of programs on wetland ecology, songbird migration, and the importance of habitat conservation. BSBO's portion incorporates mist netting and banding of wild songbirds, and learning to use field guides, field marks and scientific procedures for species identification.    Students will also explore careers in wildlife management, conservation, nature travel and tourism, and visit the Magee Marsh Wildlife Area and the Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge.    The project also includes a Spanish-language component for 300 Latino students from migrant schools.  

Greater Cleveland Clean Air Campaign, “Idling & Wood Burning Air Quality PSA Campaign,” #S11M-059, $5,000.00, Ashtabula, Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lake, Lorain, Medina, Portage, and Summit Counties, OEEF Priority: Community Issues.  Audience: General Public.  Contact: Pamela Davis, pamszoo@sbcglobal.net, 216-246-4015.

This project will develop and air Public Service Announcements (PSAs) on radio,with accompanying Web-based information, to increase public awareness of seasonal air quality issues, and the region’s non-attainment of national Clean Air standards for ozone and fine particle pollution.  Specifically, messages will address the health impacts associated with activities such as vehicle idling in school drop off and pick up zones, and the use of backyard fire pits, wood-fired boilers and indoor fire places.  Listeners will be offered No Idling signs, and encouraged to sign up to receive air pollution advisories via NOACA’s list serve.  Collaborators include the Earth Day Coalition, Environmental Health Watch, Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency (NOACA), and Ohio Environmental Council.

Lucas Soil & Water Conservation District, “Certified Erosion, Sediment and Storm Water Inspector Workshop,” #S11M-060, $2,218.00, Statewide, OEEF Priority:  Compliance Assistance.   Audience: Regulated Community.   Contact: Crystal Dymond, crystal.dymond@ottawaswcd.com, 419-898-1595.  
Provides a review class and exam for storm water and construction professionals to obtain certification in construction site erosion, sediment runoff controls, and post construction storm water management, in order to maintain compliance with general or site-specific storm water discharge permits.  Grant funds will support instruction, supplies and facility rental, to hold down the cost to participants.  Ottawa and Wood Soil and Water Conservation Districts are collaborating.  

For more information, contact:

Ohio EPA, Office of Environmental Education

PO Box 1049

Columbus, OH 43216-1049

(614) 644-2873

oeef@epa.state.oh.us
www.epa.ohio.gov/oee 

