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	Facility Name: Former AJ Weigand Facility
U.S. EPA I.D.: OHT400013082 
Location:
8870 St. Peter’s Church Rd.
Bolivar, Ohio 44612

Activity: 
RCRA corrective action statement of basis for the remedies selected.

Comment Period:
August 12 – September 28, 2020

Submit Comments to:
Submit written comments by email to Publiccomment@epa.ohio.gov and indicate the comments concern the AJ Weigand, Statement of Basis.

Former AJ Weigand Facility
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What does the facility do?  

[bookmark: _Hlk43377677]The Former AJ Weigand Facility (Weigand), currently owned by Bluff Terminal Co, consists of a 130-acre lot with a masonry building that has been used for offices, tanker truck maintenance and truck washing. Weigand’s primary business activity from 1973-2006 was liquid chemical transportation of organic hazardous and non-hazardous chemicals in the United States and Canada.  From 1973 to 1983, a tank washing station was used to wash out the interior of the tank trucks.  This wastewater included listed and characteristic hazardous wastes consisting of corrosives, anilines and volatile organic chemicals (VOCs), which were discharged into the surface impoundment of the former strip mine to the southwest of the facility.  Prior to 1985, releases of oil product to the truck parking lot occurred before the trailers were washed.  The facility continues to operate as a truck washing station for the liquid bulk transportation industry.   

What is the Statement of Basis?

The Statement of Basis (SB) is the document which describes the process Ohio EPA uses under Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) to select measures for containing or cleaning up a hazardous waste management facility.  This SB will be public noticed and will allow the community to review and provide comments to Ohio EPA if warranted.    If any public comments are received, they will be addressed by Ohio EPA.  A Decision Document will then be issued by the Director. 

What is the history of corrective action at the facility?

Although the facility has operated as Bluff Terminal since 2006, the facility previously operated under the name AJ Weigand, Inc., from 1933 to 2006.  During this time, interim actions involving two onsite solid waste management units (SWMUs) were conducted, including the closure of a former unlined pond used as an impoundment, and the truck parking lot release area.  

On September 21, 1983, Ohio EPA conducted an inspection of the truck parking lot and issued a notice of violation (NOV).  In consultation with Ohio EPA, Weigand voluntarily excavated the contaminated soils of the parking lot and collected confirmation samples in 1984 and 1985 that verified the contaminated soil was removed.  On March 11, 1986, Ohio EPA acknowledged that Weigand had substantially remediated the contaminant sources from the truck parking lot and RCRA violations were resolved.   

On May 30, 1984, Weigand entered into a Consent Agreement and Final Order with the U.S. EPA that required Weigand to submit a closure plan to the U.S. EPA and Ohio EPA for the unpermitted surface impoundment that was used to store hazardous waste from the facility.  Ohio EPA assumed oversite for RCRA closure after 1989.  A closure plan was submitted on August 29, 1988 and approved after revisions, on October 23, 2001.  The unit was verified as closed by Ohio EPA on March 2, 2001 and released from the RCRA closure requirement.    

On January 24, 2007, Ohio EPA notified Weigand of outstanding corrective action (CA) site-wide requirements resulting from the establishment of a hazardous waste treatment and disposal facility at the property.  Weigand was advised that they had the option of closing under the Ohio Voluntary Action Program (VAP) or through negotiated Director’s Final Findings and Orders (DFFOs) for RCRA closure.  On April 10, 2007, U.S.  EPA notified Weigand that the facility was added to the RCRA 2020 CA universe.  On August 3, 2017, Ohio EPA informed Weigand that the CA requirements were due to the past establishment and operation of the (closed) hazardous waste management unit and requested that Weigand provide information regarding the required milestones and timelines to meet the RCRA 2020 goals.  Weigand responded on September 1, 2017 by sending a letter to Ohio EPA acknowledging their CA requirements and requesting a meeting with Ohio EPA to identify the SWMUs that were to be addressed under CA. 

Weigand met with Ohio EPA on November 3, 2017 along with their consultant, Burgess & Niple (B&N), and summarized the meeting in a letter to Ohio EPA dated January 24, 2018.  This letter identified 12 SWMUs at the Weigand facility that were originally listed in a U.S. EPA Preliminary Assessment / Visual Site Inspection (PA/VSI) conducted on June 20, 1988 and July 28, 1988. Of the 12 SWMUs, three SWMUs required no further corrective action, leaving nine SWMUs to be further addressed.

Weigand submitted a Sampling and Analysis Plan (SAP) to Ohio EPA on July 17, 2019, to characterize subsurface conditions and to delineate the lateral and vertical extent of soil and ground water contamination at the nine remaining SWMUs of the site where further actions may be necessary.  Ohio EPA has recognized that the SAP would be part of a RCRA Summary Investigation Report (RSIR) which would achieve the same purposes as an RCRA Facility Investigation (RFI) for investigating necessary CA obligations in the identified SWMUs at the Weigand facility.

Field activities specified in the SAP were conducted on October 3 and 9, 2019, and the RISR dated November 2019 was issued to the Ohio EPA on December 16, 2019.  Ohio EPA reviewed the RISR and issued comments in February 2020.  Wiegand responded to the comments and a final RCRA RISR which is analogous to an RFI, was submitted on June 3, 2020.   The Final RISR detailing the investigation findings was conditionally approved by Ohio EPA.

None of the soil analytical results collected for the RISR exceeded U.S. EPA Regional Screening Levels (RSLs) for commercial/industrial land use.  In addition to the soil samples, a ground water sample from the potable water supply well on site was sampled and all results were below method detection limits.  Typically, a Corrective Measures Study (CMS) is conducted prior to the SB.  However, given that soil and ground water samples were below standards, Ohio EPA did not require Weigand to conduct a CMS.

An Environmental Covenant (EC) is being drafted between Ohio EPA and Bluff Terminal Co., and their successors, that  will be voluntarily recorded with Tuscarawas County imposing the following use limitations:
· Land use is restricted to commercial/industrial use.
· The existing building floor and geomembrane barrier must be inspected regularly and properly maintained.  
· New building expansion may not be constructed without an approved vapor mitigation system or vapor intrusion assessment confirming mitigation is not required for a 0.2296-acre area adjacent to the southwest of the Truck Washing Facility.  

What would the Statement of Basis allow the facility to do?

The SB concludes that that no further corrective action measures should be required at the facility besides an EC.  The EC previously mentioned will restrict land use to commercial/industrial use only; and require maintenance of the existing vapor barrier, or conduct of a vapor intrusion assessment and, if necessary, mitigation for new building construction at the facility.

What is the regulatory basis to support this Statement of Basis?

The regulatory basis is part of the Corrective Action obligations under OAC-3745-54-101.  Accordingly, Ohio EPA is issuing a draft action indicating the Director’s intention with respect to the issuance of a Final Decision Document to Weigand for the implementation of the EC.

Who can I contact for more information?

For additional information, please contact Don Vogel at Donald.Vogel@epa.ohio.gov or (614) 644-4826.

What is the history of the hazardous waste program?

The Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA), an amendment to the Solid Waste Disposal Act, was passed in 1976. The main reason for the amendment was to address the growing volume of municipal and industrial solid waste generated across the United States. A few goals established by RCRA include: to protect human health and the environment from potential hazards of waste disposal, to reduce the amount of waste generated, and to ensure that waste produced are managed in an environmentally sound manner.

When RCRA was written, U.S. Congress’ intent was for the states to assume primary responsibility for implementing the hazardous waste regulations with oversight from the United States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA).  U.S. EPA must approve each state as an authorized state.  To become an authorized state, each must demonstrate that the state program is at least equivalent to and consistent with federal laws, provides adequate enforcement authority and provides availability of information like the federal program. Since 1989, the State of Ohio has been an authorized state by U.S. EPA for the majority of their hazardous waste program.

How can I become more involved?

The comment period begins on August 12, 2020 and ends on September 28, 2020. Copies of the SB and other pertinent documents are available for review by the public online at the following locations:

The SB is available for review by the public online on Ohio EPA’s website under the “What’s New” tab at: 

https://epa.ohio.gov/derr/

The SB is also available via Ohio EPA’s eDocument portal:

http://edocpub.epa.ohio.gov/publicportal/edochome.aspx

Using the search function, search under the document type of "Remediation Response" and then refine the search using the Weigand facility's RCRA ID number Secondary ID which is OHT400013082. Select from the list of documents, the document dated 8/3/2020 AJ WEIGAND INC - Remediation Response - RCRA C - HAZARDOUS WASTE - TUSCARAWAS - OHT400013082 – 1383500

After the close of the public comment period, Ohio EPA will review all comments received and decide whether to issue the RCRA Corrective Action Decision Document based on the SB. If there is significant interest in a public meeting, one will be held at a location to be determined within the community.  The final Decision Document will include a notification to those who submitted written comments during the official comment period. Ohio EPA will also prepare and send to all responders a document answering significant comments. Within 30 days of a final decision, any person who submitted written comments may petition Ohio EPA’s Environmental Review Appeals Commission Board to review the decision.
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