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Solid Waste Management Review: The Basics 

Where Did This Come From? 

H.B. 592 Passed in 1988 

It’s been on Ohio EPA’s long-term “to-do” list for several years 

Timing seemed right to take a holistic look, rather than react to 
piecemeal initiatives 
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Key Principles  

Looking comprehensively at the entire system to make it more efficient 
and effective 

Open, transparent process based on consensus-building 

Not afraid to think big 
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 Ohio EPA maintains our commitment to original HB 592 principles: 

  

 Waste management must be protective of human health and the 
 environment 

 Continue to reduce reliance on landfills for solid waste management 

 

But, we enter this process with very few pre-conceived notions about how 
to maintain that commitment 
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Solid Waste Management Review: Process 

4 Phase Process (Approximately 18 months) 

 

Phase I:  Information Gathering 

 

Phase II:  Discussion and Consensus Building 

 

Phase III:  Formal Proposal 

 

Phase IV:  Legislative Initiative 
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Solid Waste Management Review: Process 

Phase I:  Information Gathering 

March 2012 – June 2012 

Informal sit down meetings  

• Ohio EPA invitation 

• All the obvious 
interested parties 

• Information gathering 
focus 

• Open invitation to 
others and individual 
members 
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Solid Waste Management Districts 

County Commissioners 

Health Departments 

Environmental Groups 

Recycling Organizations 

Ohio Municipal League 

Ohio Township Association 

Ohio Chamber 

Ohio Manufacturers 

Solid Waste Consultants 

NSWMA / SWANA 

Individual Businesses 

Individual Citizens 

Planning Organizations 
 
 
 

 

 

 



Solid Waste Management Review: Process 

Phase I: Results 

 

Engaged with over 300 participants through a variety of channels 

Scheduled nearly 40 meetings between in April – June 

• 32 External and 7 Internal 

Compiled a significant written record 

• Over 130 pages of hand-written notes 

• 17 formal documents 

• Over a dozen substantive emails 
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Solid Waste Management Review: Process 

Phase 2:  Discussion and Consensus Building 

 

July 2012 – Early 2013 

Significant resources being directed to research and benchmarking 

Various methods of stakeholder engagement depending on issue 

Facilitated discussions on certain issues 

• Contracting with professional facilitators to ensure neutrality 

• Ohio EPA is also encouraging discussion among IPs 

Ultimately seeking consensus-based solutions 
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Guidance, 
Policies & 

BMPs 

Regulatory 
Changes 

‘Parking Lot’ 
Issue Identification 

Partnerships 
& Initiatives 

Shared Visions 
and Goals 

Statutory 
Changes 
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Solid Waste Law Review Process: Vision 2035 

Draft Vision (Released October 9, 2013) 

“Waste materials generated in Ohio are recognized as important 
resources that have significant economic value, and are managed in 
ways that maximize that value. It is also recognized that improper 
management of these materials has negative environmental, 
societal, human health and economic impacts. It is the norm for 
Ohio’s citizens, businesses and institutions to use best management 
practices for waste materials. Landfilling of waste is practiced rarely, 
and only for materials where viable alternative management options 
do not exist. We strive toward zero landfilling. 

 

To achieve this vision, Ohio will engage in a multi-faceted approach 
to materials management.  We will: 
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Solid Waste Law Review: Vision 2035 

■encourage reduced waste generation; 

■recognize that all materials proceed through a life cycle, from design to disposal, and 
every participant in the life-cycle chain shares responsibility for the products we use 
and their end-of-life management; 

■utilize the private sector to the maximum degree possible to manage these 
materials; 

■recognize the important role that the public sector plays in monitoring, educating, 
and ensuring that all Ohioans are able to manage materials with the best methods 
possible while protecting human health and the environment;  

■engage in private-public partnerships to implement innovative and successful 
solutions; 

■promote the use of recycled and recyclable products; 

■recognize waste-to-energy as a viable management option; and 

■consider landfill disposal as a last resort.” 
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Solid Waste Management Review: Issue List 
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Nearly 100 issues – all 
raised from Phase I 

 

As of 10/9/2012, Ohio 
EPA was willing to commit 
resources to these issues 

 

Less than 20 issues were 
removed between Phase 
II kick-off meetings and 
the issuance of this list 

 

 

Material/Issues_List_FINAL_External_10092012.pdf
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Phase 2:  Current Status 

Over 15 Phase II meetings have been held thus far on various issues: 
• Solid Waste Management District Planning Issues 
• SWMD Authorities (including Designation/Flow Control) 
• SWMD Consolidation 
• Ohio’s Scrap Tire Program 
• Electronics Recycling 
• Facility Oversight 

Proposals on several issues are in the drafting stages, including: 
• Post-Closure Care 
• Abandoned “Orphan” Landfills 
• Landfill Redevelopment 

“Vision 2035” is nearly complete 

Updated “Issue List” is currently under development 
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Solid Waste Management Review: Research 

Phase 2:  Current Status 

Examples of Phase II research and other materials: 

 Scrap Tire Program Background 

 SWMD Planning/Authorities Discussion Material 

 Health Department Funding Spreadsheet 
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Material/Scrap Tire Program Background Summary.pdf
Material/Workgroup_Final.pdf
Material/Health Depart Comment Spreadsheet Final Protected.xlsx


Solid Waste Management Review: Process 

Phase 3:  Formal Proposal 

 

Spring 2013 – Summer 2013 

Develop and issue draft recommendations for public comment 

Discuss final proposals with SWAC 

Issue comprehensive proposal 

• Engage in extensive stakeholder outreach and engagement 

Finalize and publish final comprehensive proposal 

 

 

 

 
Ohio Solid Waste Management Review 14 12/10/2013 



Solid Waste Management Review: Process 

Phase 4:  Legislative Initiative 

 

Late Summer 2013 - ? 

Goal is to pursue legislative action jointly with other interested 
 parties 

Consensus is the goal, but we will pursue changes without it if 
 necessary 

We may take two “bites” at the issues: 

• First put forward consensus-based items 

• Continue work on contentious items and return for a 2nd round 
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Organics 

Issues raised by organics stakeholders: 

 

• Need for increased training/information sharing opportunities 

• Siting restrictions may need to be reviewed/updated 

• Need greater consistency in inspections 

• Landfill bans should be considered 

• Should pursue specific waste-stream goals such as food and yard waste 

• Organic wastes should be exempt from flow control 

• Need increased opportunities for urban agriculture composting 

• Promote local operations, especially in rural areas 

• Organics industry should have formal seat on SWAC 

• Focus on promoting organics management in emergency planning 
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Organics 

Questions to Consider: 

 

• What are the primary needs of the organics industry today? 

 

• Are there specific regulatory changes that Ohio EPA should pursue? 

 

• Looking to the future, are there future trends that may be hindered by the 
current framework?  What needs to change in order to prevent this? 

 

• Are there practices/programs in other states that could benefit Ohio? 
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Questions 
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Ohio Solid Waste Management Review 
Process 

 
Project Contact:  Christopher Germain 

(614) 728-5317 
Christopher.germain@epa.state.oh.us 

 
Ohio EPA 

Division of Materials and Waste Management, 
Attn:  Christopher Germain 

PO Box 1049 
Columbus OH 43216-1049 

Ohio Solid Waste Management Review 19 


