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Revisiting Ohio’s Comprehensive Solid Waste Law 

 

Ohio EPA-SWMD Workgroup 



Discussion Agenda 

 Vision Statement 
 

 Issues Document 

 

 Review of Items from Last Meeting  

 

 Possible Plan Cycle Changes 

 Moving Ohio EPA Review to Before Ratification 

 Adjusting Timeframes 

 

 SWMD Rulemaking 

 

 

 

 



Vision 

Solid Waste Management in Ohio: Vision for 2035 and Beyond 

 
Waste materials generated in Ohio are recognized as important resources that have significant economic 

value, and are managed in ways that maximize that value. It is also recognized that improper management of 

these materials has negative environmental, societal, human health and economic impacts. It is the norm for 

Ohio’s citizens, businesses and institutions to use best management practices for waste materials. Landfilling 

of waste is practiced rarely, and only for materials where viable alternative management options do not exist. 

We strive toward zero landfilling. 

 

To achieve this vision, Ohio will engage in a multi-faceted approach to materials management. We will: 

 

• encourage reduced waste generation; 

• recognize that all materials proceed through a life cycle, from design to disposal, and every participant in 

the life-cycle chain shares responsibility for the products we use and their end-of-life management; 

• utilize the private sector to the maximum degree possible to manage these materials; 

• recognize the important role that the public sector plays in monitoring, educating, and ensuring that all 

Ohioans are able to manage materials with the best methods possible while protecting human health and 

the environment;  

• engage in private-public partnerships to implement innovative and successful solutions; 

• promote the use of recycled and recyclable products; 

• recognize waste-to-energy as a viable management option; and 

• consider landfill disposal as a last resort. 
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Phase II Solutions Framework 
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Discussion Agenda 

 



 



Issues List 

 Living Document 

Will Remove & Add Issues as We Move Through the 

Process 

 Intended to Communicate What Issues are Still Under 

Review 

Would Expect it to Get much More Focused in the 

Future 

 

 

 

 

 



Previous Workgroup Meeting Results 

 

 

 

 

 

Please see Workgroup document for details 

 

Several possible consensus items 

 Planning Process changes 

 Plan Contents 

Name Change 

 Policy Committee Structure 

 Fee Reports and Remittance  

 

 

 

 



Possible Plan Cycle Changes 

 Elimination of Statutory Start Date 

 

 Draft due 14 months before due date (instead of 18) 

 

 Expansion of NBAO to 60 days (from 45) 

 

 Contingent Ohio EPA approval before ratification 

 

 Reduce final Ohio EPA Plan Review time to 60 days (from 90) 

 

 Possible ‘for cause’ extension of final deadline – up to 60 days 

 

 

 

 



Possible Plan Cycle Changes 

 

 

 

 

 



Possible Plan Cycle Changes - Discussion 

Are there proposed changes that you have concerns 

about? 

 

Are there changes to the process that you believe 

would be beneficial? 

 

 Focusing on the contingent approval, how would this 

impact your ratification process? 
 

 

 



Rules and Authorities 

Several specific SWMD powers were mentioned 

during Phase I, including siting criteria and flow 

control. 
 

 Let’s focus on the 4 authorities from ORC 

343.01(G): 

 Limiting Out-of-District Waste 

Governing maintenance, protection and use of facilities 

Developing Out-of-State waste inspection programs 

 Exemption from township zoning requirements 

 

 

 



Rules and Authorities - Discussion  

Why did you choose to adopt the current rules you 

have?  What problem were you trying to address? 
 

 

How have these rules helped you achieve your 

objectives? 

 

Do you have any recommendations for how the 

current statutory authority for rules could be 

modified? 
 

 

 



Plan Submission Cycle 

Currently, most SWMDs on a 5 yr plan cycle 

  Potentially don’t have a new approved plan until 6.5 

years after last plan approval 

 

 

Plans begin to lose relevance related to details 

after about 3 years 

 Especially true of budgets 

 

 

 



Possible mid-Plan “Tune-up” 

Process would allow for “non-substantive” changes 

to the plans programs and budget 

No Ratification or Ohio EPA Approval 

Designation of ‘non-substantive’ a significant issue with 

this idea 

Would have to have parameters in place  

 

 

 



Possible mid-Plan Revision Process   

 Examples of possible changes: 

Addition or reduction of line items in budget by 10%? 

20% & “not to exceed”? 

Addition, deletion or alteration of line items in budget 

totaling no more than 10% of budget 

Updating of infrastructure/programs in line with budget 

changes 

 

 



Possible mid-Plan Revision Process   

 Examples of possible changes: 

 Elimination of non-core programs  

Addition of new programs that compliment other plan 

programs 

 [Others] 

 

 

 



Possible mid-Plan Revision Process   

 

Public Comment Period  

 

Process for Local Entities to Challenge changes as 

‘substantive’, or appeal to Ohio EPA 

 

Process for Ohio EPA to challenge changes as 

‘substantive’ 

 

 



Possible mid-Plan Revision Process - Discussion 

Reaction? Thoughts? Suggestions? 
 

 

 



Remaining Timeline 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Phase II:  July 2012 –  Winter 2013 

 Issue Facilitation and Consensus Building 

 

 Phase III:  Spring 2013 

 Formal Proposals released by Ohio EPA 

 Series of meetings for public input and feedback 

 Revisions 

 Final Proposals 

 

 Phase IV:  After Phase III 

 Legislative Initiative 



How You Can Stay Involved  

 Participate in Phase II meetings 

 Get on official listserv 

 HB 592 Website 

 Continue to submit written comments 

 

 Primary Point of Contact: Christopher Germain 

 Christopher.germain@epa.state.oh.us 

 614/728-5317 

 Mail:  Ohio EPA, Division of Materials and Waste Management, Attn:  

Christopher Germain, PO Box 1049, Columbus OH 43216-1049 

http://www.epa.state.oh.us/hb592.aspx
mailto:Christopher.germain@epa.state.oh.us


Ohio Solid Waste Management Review 

Process 

 

Project Contact:  Christopher Germain 

(614) 728-5317 

Christopher.germain@epa.state.oh.us 

 

Ohio EPA 

Division of Materials and Waste Management, 

Attn:  Christopher Germain 

PO Box 1049 

Columbus OH 43216-1049 


