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 Early Stakeholder Outreach 

 Universal Waste  

Regulatory Program Development 

 

Why is the Agency Seeking Early 
Stakeholder Outreach? 
  
 Ohio EPA Division of Materials and Waste Management 
(DMWM) is seeking early stakeholder input to help decide 
whether additional hazardous wastes should be added to 
Ohio’s list of universal wastes, see Ohio Administrative 
Code (OAC) chapter 3745-273.    
 
 The purpose of designating a hazardous waste as a 
universal waste is to promote the proper handling, 
recycling or disposal of the hazardous waste by 
streamlining the regulations that apply to the waste.  The 
hazardous wastes currently designated as universal 
wastes are batteries, mercury containing equipment, 
certain pesticides and lamps.  The universal waste rules 
are optional; a generator or handler of a waste, designated 
as a universal waste, has the option of handling the waste 
according to the universal waste rules or the traditional 
hazardous waste rules. 
 
 This early stakeholder outreach effort is an additional 
step added by Ohio EPA in response to Executive Order 
2011-01k, to ensure stakeholders have an opportunity to 
participate in the regulatory development process as early 
as possible. This additional request for stakeholder input 
allows for early feedback and information sharing before 
the Agency develops rule language. 
 

What hazardous wastes might be 
candidates for designation as 
universal wastes? 
 
Ohio Administrative Code rules 3745-273-80 and 3745-
273-81 outline the factors the director should consider 
when designating a new universal waste.  The factors 
include: 

 The hazardous waste or waste category is not 
exclusive to a specific industry or group of industries 
and is commonly generated by a wide variety of 
different types of establishments; 

 The hazardous waste is generated by a large 
number of generators and often generated in 
relatively small quantities; 

 The risk posed by the hazardous waste or waste    
category during accumulation and transport is 
relatively low; and 

 Designation as a universal waste will promote the 
proper recycling or disposal of the hazardous waste 
and divert it from nonhazardous waste management 
systems (e.g., municipal sewer or municipal 
landfills). 
 

Other states have designated the following hazardous 
wastes as universal wastes:  

 electronic items,  

 aerosol cans,  

 pharmaceuticals,  

 antifreeze,  

 oil based finishes,  

 paint, and  

 paint related wastes.   
 
Ohio EPA is interested in your thoughts regarding 
designating any of these wastes as universal wastes.  
Also, please let us know if there are other hazardous 
wastes DMWM should consider.  
 

Who would be regulated by this new 
program? 
 
 A new universal waste program would be voluntary.  
Those who generate, collect, transport or recycle the 
designated universal waste and choose to follow the 
universal waste rules would be regulated in lieu of 
managing the waste under the traditional hazardous waste 
rules. 

  
What is the rulemaking schedule? 
  
 DMWM will evaluate feedback and determine if such a 
rulemaking is a worthwhile effort for Ohio’s companies and 
the environment.  Based upon your input, DMWM may 
seek additional stakeholder engagement to further develop 
concepts. If rulemaking is appropriate, DMWM will prepare 
a draft version of the rules for interested party review.  
After consideration of the input received from interested 
parties, Ohio EPA will start the rules filing process required 
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by the Joint Committee on Agency Rule Review (JCARR). 
Visit JCARR’s website for meeting dates and agenda 
items at https://www.jcarr.state.oh.us/.  
 

 What Stakeholder Input is the Agency 
seeking? 
  
 The Agency is seeking stakeholder input on whether 
additional hazardous wastes should be designated as 
universal wastes and specifically if hazardous waste 
aerosol cans and spent antifreeze should be designated 
universal wastes.  General comments and specific factual 
information are welcome. DMWM is particularly interested 
in learning the following information. 
 
Spent Antifreeze 
 

1. How much spent antifreeze do you normally 
generate in a month?  

2. What is the source of your spent antifreeze? (e.g., 
what type of engine or equipment)  

3. How do you currently manage your spent 
antifreeze (e.g., recycled, sent for wastewater 
treatment, disposed to sanitary sewer or other)? 

4. Do you recycle the spent antifreeze  at your 
facility? 

5. Do you generate spent antifreeze that is classified 
as a hazardous waste? If so, what makes the 
spent antifreeze hazardous?  

6. Should Ohio have a universal waste program for 
spent hazardous waste antifreeze?   

7. How might a universal waste program for spent 
hazardous waste antifreeze adversely or 
beneficially impact your business?   
 

Non-empty Aerosol Cans 
 

1. What quantity of non-empty aerosol cans do you 
normally generate in a month? 

2. How do you currently manage your non-empty 
aerosol cans (e.g., recycled, sent for disposal, 
disposed in normal trash or other)? 

3. Do you puncture and drain your aerosol cans 
onsite?  What type of can puncturing unit do you 
use?  

4. Do you generate non-empty aerosol cans that are 

classified as hazardous waste? If so, what makes 
these non-empty aerosol cans hazardous?   

5. Should Ohio have a universal waste program for 
non-empty hazardous waste aerosol cans?   

6. How might a universal waste program for non-
empty hazardous waste aerosol cans adversely or 
beneficially impact your business?   

 

What should I consider as I prepare my 
comments? 
 

You may find the following suggestions helpful for 
preparing your comments: 
 

 Explain your views as clearly as possible. 

 Describe any assumptions that you used. 

 Provide any technical information and/or data you               
used that support your views. 

 If you estimate potential burden or costs, explain 
how you arrived at your estimate. 

 Provide specific examples to illustrate your 
concerns. 

 Offer alternatives.  

 Make sure to submit your comments by the 
comment period deadline. 

 

How can I provide input on adding new 
hazardous wastes to the universal 
waste rules? 
  

If you have questions about the suggested concepts or 
desire more information, please contact Karen Hale at 
karen.hale@epa.state.oh.us.    
  

DMWM request stakeholder input on this suggestion 
until February 8, 2013. 

  
 

Please submit input to: 

Kit Arthur 

P.O. Box 1049 
Columbus, OH 43216-1049 
kit.arthur@epa.state.oh.us 

 

https://www.jcarr.state.oh.us/

