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Executive Summary 
 
The Ohio 2008 Integrated Water Quality Monitoring and Assessment Report summarizes water 
quality conditions in the State of Ohio.  The report satisfies Ohio’s water quality reporting 
requirements under Sections 303(d), 305(b), and 314 of the Clean Water Act.  The report was 
last updated in 2006. 
 
Using methods devised to determine the suitability of waters for four specific uses—aquatic life 
(fish and aquatic insects), recreation such as boating and swimming, human health impacts 
related to fish tissue contamination, and public drinking water supplies—available data were 
compared with water quality goals.  The results indicate which waters are meeting goals and 
which are not.  Waters not meeting the goals for one or more of the four types of uses are 
referred to as impaired.  The waters found to be impaired are prioritized and scheduled for 
further study and restoration.  The report also includes the monitoring schedule that Ohio EPA 
plans to follow for the next several years. 
 
The report describes the methods used to judge impairment of each type of use.  The methods 
have evolved in each reporting cycle as the Agency gains access to more data and develops 
better ways to interpret them.  This is the first reporting cycle to include an evaluation of public 
drinking water supplies. 
 
Results are reported for 331 watershed units, 23 large river units (those draining more than 500 
square miles), and 3 Lake Erie nearshore units.  Additional information on streams draining 
between 50 and 500 square miles is presented.  General information on Ohio’s water quality is 
also reported in the form of statistics and progress toward Ohio’s “80% attainment of the aquatic 
life use goal.” 
 
The 2008 highlights include the following: 
 

• The overall number of “303(d) listed” waters did not change significantly. 
 

• Six out of 66 eligible waters were impaired for nitrate under the public drinking water 
supply use designation; two out of 35 were impaired for atrazine. 

 
• Fewer waters are without any data (i.e., condition unknown), although the number of 

waters with data collected within the past 10 years decreased slightly. 
 

• Most of the watersheds for which new data are collected show impairment of one or 
more uses. 

 
• Overall, the 2008 report includes assessment results for more waters, but does not 

indicate any substantial decline or improvement in Ohio’s waters over the past two 
years. 

 
Data from the report indicate that incremental improvements in water quality and progress 
toward the “80% attainment of the aquatic life use goal” continue.  In general, large rivers in 
Ohio are meeting aquatic life use goals at a much higher percentage than smaller streams.  
Most water quality impairments are related to modification of the landscape in both urban and 
agricultural settings. 


