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Division of Surface Water 
September 2016 

Proposed Rules – Permit to Install Program 

OAC Chapter 3745-42  

What does OAC 3745-42 cover? 

Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) Chapter 3745-42 covers the requirements for wastewater permits to install (PTIs).  The 

following is a brief description of the rules covered in this rulemaking: 

 OAC 3745-42-01 includes the definitions for the rule chapter. 

 OAC 3745-42-03 covers the PTI application content requirements. 

 OAC 3745-42-04 covers the criteria used by the director in deciding whether to grant or deny a PTI application 

and procedures for review of permits by political subdivision or investor-owned public utilities. 

 New rule OAC 3745-42-07 further expands on best available technology as the term is used in OAC 3745-42-04. 

 OAC 3745-42-13 covers the design and management requirements for land application of treated sewage 

systems. 

  

OAC 3745-33-08 includes the generic conditions included in all Ohio National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 

(NPDES) permits.  A revision to this existing rule is necessary for consistency with new rule OAC 3745-42-07. 

Which rules are under review at this time? 
Four rules under OAC Chapter 3745-42 have been reviewed and amended pursuant to section 119.032 of the ORC.  Ohio 

EPA is required to review its rules every five years to determine if the rules need to be revisited.  The Agency has 

reviewed the rules and has identified needed changes.  The new rule OAC 3745-42-07 was developed to supplement a 

requirement in OAC 3745-42-04.  OAC 3745-33-08 is being revised to be consistent with new rule OAC 3745-42-07.   

What changes are being proposed? 
The rules are being amended as part of the five year rule review requirements in Ohio Revised Code section 106.  The 

Agency has reviewed these rules and has identified necessary changes.   

 

The Agency is proposing the following revisions: 

OAC 3745-42-01 

 Update of references and style. 

 Update of definitions used in rule OAC 3745-42-13 to include liquid industrial waste.  

OAC 3745-42-03 

 Update to the PTI application signature requirements. 

 In accordance with an ongoing effort of Ohio EPA to incorporate items from guidance documents into rule, 

revisions would incorporate application and detailed plan requirements from Ohio EPA’s Design Standards: 

Wastewater Treatment Plants & Collection Systems ≤ 100,000 gpd and Recommended Standards for Wastewater 

Facilities (Ten States Standards).  The revisions include requiring a submittal of: a copy of a certification of 

necessity and need from the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio, if applicable; and an engineering report for 

certain projects. 

 Additional application submittal requirements for applicants other than public entities, public utilities or 

industries for disposal systems designed to collect or treat sewage from two or more homes or have an average 

design flow of 10,000 gallons per day or greater, to ensure that the applicant has the technical and monetary 
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resources available to properly operate, maintain, and modernize the system.  The requested information is 

similar to that already required in rules for land application of treated sewage in OAC 3745-42-13. 

OAC 3745-42-04 

 Revision of rule title to “Criteria for decision by the director and political subdivision or investor-owned public 

utility agreements” to provide a more accurate description of the rule contents. 

 Reorganization/rewording of several provisions for clarity. 

 Addition of language regarding the consideration of incomplete PTI applications. 

 Listing of technical guides used in review of detailed plans. 

 Inclusion of a cross reference to a program in OAC 3745-3-03 for entities with approved pretreatment programs 

to review and approve industrial PTIs for indirect discharges. 

 Update of table 4-1. 

OAC 3745-42-07 

 This new rule establishes best available technology, which is required to be implemented in rule OAC 3745-42-04, 

for determining when existing sanitary sewers are considered accessible and available for wastewater disposal. 

 Defines when new centralized collection and treatment of sewage is required. 

 Connects design criteria and effluent limitations required by other regulations to requirements in the permit to 

install program. 

 Applies only to facilities under the regulatory authority of Ohio EPA. 

OAC 3745-42-13 

 Removal of definitions that are included in rule OAC 3745-42-01 as noted in the new comment.  

 Expansion of rule applicability to include liquid industrial waste if similar in nature to sewage and land applied 

for agronomic benefit. 

 Clarification of when treated sewage should not be applied if precipitation is forecasted.  

 Movement of the requirement for consistency with Section 208 plans to rule OAC 3745-42-04. 

 Removal of special considerations for impaired waters. 

 Removal of outdated rule language. 

 Removal of language already contained in other PTI rules. 

 Where possible, replacement of tables inserted in the rule as graphics as tables built in the rule authoring 

software. 

 In table 13-1, inclusion of minimal information required for background phosphorus levels and hydrogeologic 

site investigations for land application areas.  

 Clarification of how to perform soil phosphorus sampling. 

 Update of references. 

 Inclusion of potential for less restrictive isolation distances for highly treated and disinfected effluent.  

 Clarification of requirements for storage facilities to have level indicators.  

 Update of effluent monitoring requirements to be more consistent with Ohio EPA’s permit guidance document 

“National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES); Monitoring Frequency Requirements for Sanitary 

Discharges” revised November 8, 2010. 

 Removal of ground water monitoring program exemption for storage facilities based on distance from karst 

features. 

 Clarification that approved forms should be used for record keeping. 
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 Clarification that the Director can revoke a land application management plan approval where the system is de-

commissioned or never built.  

 Addition of total phosphorus to the list of parameters the Director can require to be sampled from tile drain 

outfalls. 

OAC 3745-33-08 

• Draft new rule OAC 3745-42-07 contains a distance for the connection of an existing structure into a sanitary 

sewer that is different than the 200 feet stated in ORC 6117.51 for counties to require connection into sanitary 

sewers.  This rule contains a requirement that no NPDES permit shall be issued for a semi-public disposal system 

whenever the sewage system of a POTW is available and accessible in accordance with ORC 6117.51.  This rule 

language is not consistent with the new PTI rule being considered and will therefore be removed. 

Are there changes from the May 2016 draft rule revisions? 
Two minor typographical errors were fixed in the proposed rules. 

Who will be regulated by these rules? 
Anyone who wishes to design and install a wastewater conveyance and treatment system is regulated by these rules.  This 
includes local and state governments, federal government, businesses and private property owners.   

What additional information is the Agency seeking? 
The Agency wants to hear from interested stakeholders (public, local officials, consultants and PTI applicants) who may 

be impacted by these rule revisions and additions.  General comments and specific factual information are welcome.   

How are the amendments formatted in the proposed rules? 
Text proposed for deletion is struck through; new text is underlined.  The new rule has all text underlined. 

What is the rulemaking schedule? 
A public hearing on the proposed rule will be held to consider public comments in accordance with Section 119.03 of the 

Ohio Revised Code.  This hearing will be held at the Ohio EPA Conference Center, Room B, 50 West Town Street, Suite 700, 

in Columbus, Ohio at 3:00 p.m. on October 25, 2016.  The purpose of the public hearing is to give interested persons the 

opportunity to present oral or written comments on the proposed rules. 

At the close of the public comment period, the Agency will review the comments, make any necessary changes to the rules, 

and then adopt the rules.  This is roughly a two-month process from the close of the comment period.  A responsiveness 

summary will be prepared and sent to everyone who comments on the proposed rules.  Final rules could be adopted in fall 

2016.   

How can I comment on the proposed rules? 
Please submit your comments in one of the following ways: 

 By email: dsw_rulecomments@epa.ohio.gov 

 By fax: (614) 644-2745 

 By postal mail: 

  Rule Coordinator, Ohio EPA, Division of Surface Water 

  P.O. Box 1049, Columbus, OH  43216-1049 

Comments on the proposed rules must be received no later than 5:00 p.m. on October 25, 2016. 

How can I get more information? 

Copies of this fact sheet and proposed rules are on the Division of Surface Water website at: 

www.epa.ohio.gov/dsw/dswrules.aspx.  For more information about these proposed rules, please contact: 

Mark Stump, (614) 644-2028 mark.stump@epa.oho.gov 


