
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, BUFFALO DISTRICT 
FRENCH CREEK WATERSHED SURVEY 

 
FIELD NOTES AND PHOTOS 

 
Stream Name and River Mile:  French Creek 11.8 
Stream Segment Location:    At Mildred Street 
QHEI Score:    Not Applicable 
 
FIELD NOTES:  12 SEP 2002 
 
No QHEI data was taken at this portion of French Creek located upstream (south) of 
Mildred Street due to access issues.  The creek is 15’+/- wide and approximately 20 cm 
deep at the bridge with a substrate of silt, sand, gravel, boulders, and cobbles.  The 10-15’ 
buffers appeared to be dominated by boxelder and raspberry bushes. 
 
 
PHOTOS: 
 

 
 

1) French Creek 11.8 – Facing upstream from bridge 
 



U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, BUFFALO DISTRICT 
FRENCH CREEK WATERSHED SURVEY 

 
FIELD NOTES AND PHOTOS 

 
Stream Name and River Mile:  French Creek 12.4 
Stream Segment Location:   At Center Ridge Road 
QHEI Score:    45.5 
 
FIELD NOTES:  12 SEP 2002 
 
This portion of French Creek is located upstream (south) of Center Ridge Road.  The 15’ 
banks provide a 10-25’ buffer to the commercial/industrial/municipal development.  The 
vegetated buffer contains:  boxelder, sugar maple, tartarian honeysuckle, chokecherry, 
multiflora rose, mulberry, English ivy, green ash, American basswood, catalpa, spotted 
touch-me-not and riverbank grape.  The buffers are 25’+/- on the east bank and 10’+/- 
wide on the west bank.  The substrate in the 6-12’ wide, 5-25 cm. deep channel is 
comprised of silt and sand subtrates, with a mix of boulders, cobbles, and gravel.  Frogs 
and minnows were noted.  A series of culverts and PVC drain pipes discharge storm 
water from the properties on either side.  Most notable is a rust-colored seepage coming 
from the west bank.  It appears that this may be a source of contamination.  This 
discharge has created rust-colored sediment in the streambed. 
 
PHOTOS: 
 

 
 

1) French Creek 12.4 – Facing upstream from bridge 



 
 

2) French Creek 12.4 – Contamination seep on west bank 
 

 
 

3) French Creek 12.4 – Facing downstream 
 

 
 







U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, BUFFALO DISTRICT 
FRENCH CREEK WATERSHED SURVEY 

 
FIELD NOTES AND PHOTOS 

 
Stream Name and River Mile:  French Creek 12.7 
Stream Segment Location:   At Root Road 
QHEI Score:    45 
 
FIELD NOTES:  12 SEP 2002 
 
This portion of French Creek is located upstream (east) of Root Road.  Two branches 
converge at the eastern extent of the sample area.  This 10’ wide, 15 cm. deep portion of 
creek has a 10’ buffer on both banks, with commercial development to the north and 
residential development to the south.  The substrate is dominated by gravel, sand and silt 
with lesser amounts of boulders and cobbles.  Water milfoil and duckweed were present 
in portions of the channel.  The vegetative buffers contained crab apple, silver maple, 
boxelder, silky dogwood, weeping willow, gray-stemmed dogwood, green ash and 
chokecherry.  Minnows were noted in the pools.  A PVC drain discharges from the 
residential area to the south. 
 
PHOTOS: 
 

 
 

1) French Creek 12.7 – Facing upstream from bridge 
 



 
 

2) French Creek 12.7 – Facing downstream from end 
 

 
 

3) French Creek 12.7 – Facing east along north branch 
 







U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, BUFFALO DISTRICT 
FRENCH CREEK WATERSHED SURVEY 

 
FIELD NOTES AND PHOTOS 

 
Stream Name and River Mile:  French Creek 14.1 
Stream Segment Location:   Lear-Nagle Road 
QHEI Score:    34 
 
FIELD NOTES:  12 SEP 2002 
 
This stretch of French Creek is located downstream (east) of Lear-Nagle Road.  The 4-8’ 
wide, 5-20 cm. deep channel contained minnows near the bridge (plunge pool).   
Emergent vegetation includes:  spotted touch-me-not, reed canary grass, rice cutgrass and 
soft-stemmed bulrush were growing within the channel.  The substrate is dominated by 
gravel, sand, cobbles, hardpan and silt.  The 25’+/- wide north buffer is mostly 
herbaceous and has species including staghorn sumac, reed canary grass, canada 
goldenrod, Queen Anne’s lace, teasel, multiflora rose, green briar and blackberry. The 
shrub/sapling covered south bank is a 25-50’ buffer dominated by multiflora rose, 
boxelder, staghorn sumac, silky dogwood, blackcherry, eastern cottonwood, pin oak and 
tartarian honeysuckle. 
 
PHOTOS: 
 

 
 

1) French Creek 14.1 – Facing downstream from bridge 
 



 
 

2) French Creek 14.1 – Facing upstream 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 







SUBJECT: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Buffalo District - Survey of French Creek 
Final Report - July 2004 

 

QUARRY DITCH NOTES 



U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, BUFFALO DISTRICT 
FRENCH CREEK WATERSHED SURVEY 

 
FIELD NOTES AND PHOTOS 

 
Stream Name and River Mile:  Quarry Ditch 0.0 
Stream Segment Location:   At Mouth of Ditch (French Creek RM 0.38) 
QHEI Score: 50       HHEI Score: 62 
 
FIELD NOTES: 
 
This tributary enters French Creek from the south approximately 1500’ east of the 
convergence of French Creek with the Black River.  The tributary is impounded by an 
un-culverted roadway used for off-road vehicles, approximately 400 feet from French 
Creek.  Other degradation includes the placement of soil, fill and construction and 
demolition material (rebar, etc.) along the banks.  The fringe of the 2-4’ wide channel 
contains purple loosestrife and reed canary grass.  The forested buffer is fairly narrow 
with old field beyond the woody vegetation.  The water depth is generally 6” in the 
deeper pools.  The tributary appears to be intermittent.  There is some potential for 
restoration (removal of dam, C&D material). 
 
PHOTOS:   

 
 

 1) Quarry Ditch – Looking downstream from road impoundment. 
 












