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C&DD Leachate Sampling and Analysis Rules 

The following is offered as a basic description to aid the owner or operator of a C&DD 

facility in complying with the C&DD landfill leachate sampling and analysis OAC Rules 3745-

400-20 and 3745-400-21. 

Step 1: Determine which requirements of OAC Rule 3745-400-20 apply to the C&DD facility.  There are two 

distinct requirements contained in this rule: 

Paragraph (A) of OAC 3745-400-20 contains leachate sampling and analysis requirements.  

Paragraph (B) of OAC 3745-400-20 contains additional ground water monitoring requirements. 

Determining whether the leachate sampling and analysis requirements in paragraph (A) of OAC 3745-400-20 apply to the 

C&DD facility. 

 Has the facility constructed a leachate collection system in any portion of the limits of debris placement?  Since 

1996, OAC Rule 3745-400-07(A)(2) and OAC Rule 3745-400-07(F) have required the facility construction design 

plan to include a leachate collection system designed to allow access for obtaining leachate samples.   

If the answer to the above is yes, then the leachate sampling and analysis requirements in paragraph (A) of OAC Rule 

3745-400-20 and OAC Rule 3745-400-21 apply to the facility. 

Note that paragraph (A) of OAC Rule 3745-400-20 does not apply to those C&DD facilities initially licensed in 1997 

that have not yet been required to construct a leachate collection system in any portion of the limits of debris 

placement.  Since the initial 1997 license, all ALDA of these facilities would either have contained debris as of 

September 30, 1996, or contained debris placed without a recompacted soil liner prior to January 1, 1999 [Reference 

to OAC 3745-400-07(C)(2)].  Since the initial 1997 license year, these facilities would have not identified new ALDA in 

subsequent license years requiring construction of a leachate collection system.    

Determining whether additional ground water monitoring requirements in paragraph (B) of OAC 3745-400-20 applies to 

the C&DD facility. 

 Any C&DD facility with a ground water monitoring system but no leachate collection system is required by OAC 

3745-400-20(B)(3) to monitor ground water for the parameters listed in OAC Rule 3745-400-21. 

 This would include those C&DD facilities initially licensed in 1997 that do have a ground water monitoring system 

but have not yet been required to construct a leachate collection system in any portion of the limits of debris 

placement.  Any C&DD facility with a ground water monitoring system and a leachate collection system that is 

required to monitor ground water for parameters that have been detected in the facility's leachate in accordance 

with paragraph (A) of OAC Rule 3745-400-20. 

 If the facility meets either of the above criteria, then the additional ground water monitoring requirements in 

paragraph (B) of OAC Rule 3745-400-20 and OAC Rule 3745-400-21 apply to the facility. 
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Note that paragraph (B) of OAC Rule 3745-400-20 does not apply to any C&DD facility that is not required to 

monitor ground water.  This includes any facility that has demonstrated in a site characterization report that a 

ground water monitoring system is not required under paragraph (B) of OAC Rule 3745-400-09.  

Step 2: Develop a leachate sampling and analysis plan. 

The owner or operator of a C&DD facility subject to these rules must develop and comply with a leachate sampling and 

analysis plan.  This plan describes the equipment, procedures, and techniques that will be used to sample and analyze 

leachate under the rule.  The sample collection, preservation, and handling methods must provide for the collection and 

analysis of representative leachate samples, and the plan must also include forms to document that collection and 

analysis.    

Some key points regarding the leachate sampling and analysis plan: 

 This plan is not required to be submitted to or approved by the licensing authority.  

 The plan should be maintained on-site and available to Ohio EPA or the licensing authority upon request. 

 The plan needs to be completed before sampling leachate under OAC Rule 3745-400-20.   

 The plan must be followed when sampling leachate required by OAC Rule 3745-400-20.  

Step 3: Identify the location and number of sump risers or other access points that can be used for collecting 

leachate samples from areas of the facility containing disposed material.   

Step 4: Determine frequency of sampling  

The owner or operator of a C&DD facility should carefully consider how to schedule sampling of sump risers or other 

access points to comply with minimum annual and applicable quarterly sampling frequencies while ensuring that each 

sump riser or other access point is sampled at least once over a five year period.  As new sump risers or other access 

points are constructed or leachate recirculation is conducted in another portion of the facility, the owner or operator 

should consider how this may alter the sampling schedule. 

If no leachate recirculation has occurred after January 1, 2013:   

Each year, the owner or operator must sample at least one sump or access point location.  Over a period of five years, the 

owner or operator will need to sample each sump and access point location at least once.  The owner or operator has 

some choices to make during this five year span when all sumps must be sampled at least once. 

 If there are more than five sumps and access points, the owner or operator can choose which years multiple 

sump locations will be sampled.  However, at least one leachate sample must be taken each year. 

 If there are fewer than five sumps and access points, the owner or operator must sample a minimum of one 

sump or access point location each year.  Even if a single sump or access point location is sampled more than 

once over five years, the statute specifies annual leachate sampling. 

 Sampling must occur each year throughout operations, closure, and post-closure care. 

If leachate recirculation has occurred after January 1, 2013:   

 If leachate is recirculated through the facility, sampling must be performed at least quarterly.   



C&DD Leachate Sampling and Analysis Rules 

P a g e | 3  

 Starting in 2013, and each year of operation, closure, and post-closure afterwards, at least one representative 

leachate sample must be taken quarterly from each sump and access point location capable of collecting 

leachate from areas of the facility where leachate is recirculated. 

 Discontinuing leachate recirculation does not end the requirement to sample locations where leachate is 

recirculated.  The flow of recirculated leachate may take an undetermined amount of time to reach the 

sampling locations.   

 As the owner or operator chooses to recirculate leachate in a new area, at least one representative leachate 

sample must be taken quarterly from each sump and access point location capable of collecting leachate from 

that new area.  

 Sampling must occur each year throughout operations, closure, and post-closure care. 

 Over a period of five years, the owner or operator will need to have sampled each sump and access point 

location at least once over a five year period.  While the quarterly sampling of sumps and access point 

locations capable of collecting recirculated leachate might fulfill or exceed the minimum of at least one 

sampling each year, the owner or operator must have sampled all sump or access point locations at least once 

during a five year period.  

Step 5: Conduct required leachate sampling and analysis.  

Leachate sampling and analysis must occur in 2013 and each following year throughout operations, closure, and post-

closure.  Conduct sampling and analysis in accordance with the leachate sampling and analysis plan at sampling locations 

designated by the owner or operator.  The rule does not specify at what time of year the sampling is to be done or whether 

sampling of multiple sumps or access points need to be taken during the same timeframe.   

Step 6: Submit sampling and analysis results.  

The owner or operator must submit the sampling and analysis results (leachate report) not later than seventy-five days 

after each leachate sampling event to the Ohio EPA district office and approved health district.  The rule specifies the 

contents of the leachate report. 

Step 7: Detection of a parameter listed in OAC Rule 3745-400-21 triggers owner or operator obligation to monitor 

ground water wells for detected parameter. 

OAC Rule 3745-400-20(B) addresses the requirement to monitor ground water for parameters that have been detected in 

the facility’s leachate.  The detected parameter would be sampled at all ground water monitoring wells at the C&DD 

facility and analyzed as part of the next regularly scheduled ground water monitoring event in accordance with OAC 3745-

400-10. 

Continue to sample and analyze the detected OAC Rule 3745-400-21 parameter in all future ground water sampling 

events.  This parameter has become a required parameter for all future ground water monitoring.  

Step 8: Continue to conduct required leachate sampling and analysis for all of the leachate parameters listed in 

OAC Rule 3745-400-21.   


