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General/Overall Concerns 
 
Comment 1:  Paragraph (B)(2)(a) and (B)(2)(b). Revise this section to 

incorporate planning period changes discussed during 
the HB 592 meetings where OEPA proposed changing 
the planning period to 10 year and eliminating the option 
of a 15-year planning period. (Diane T. Bickett, 
Cuyahoga County Solid Waste Management District) 

 
Response 1:  The requirements governing the number of years in a 

planning period are established in Chapter 3734 of the Ohio 
Revised Code (ORC).  Because the statute currently allows 
Solid Waste Management Districts to select greater than 10 
years for the planning period, the rule must do the same until 
the legislature makes changes to the Ohio law.   

 

Ohio EPA held a public comment period on January 3, 2014 regarding the Standards 
for Solid Waste Management Districts Rule. This document summarizes the 
comments and questions received during the interested party comment period, which 
ended on February 3, 2014.  
 
Ohio EPA reviewed and considered all comments received during the public 
comment period. By law, Ohio EPA has authority to consider specific issues related 
to protection of the environment and public health.  
  
In an effort to help you review this document, the questions are grouped by topic and 
organized in a consistent format.   The name of the commenter follows the comment 
in parentheses. 
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The Agency has not yet developed final recommendations 
for legislative change on the length of planning periods as 
discussed during the House Bill 592 legislative review effort.  
Ohio EPA sees merit in limiting planning periods to 10 years.  
If Ohio’s General Assembly eventually adopts revisions to 
the Ohio Revised Code limiting planning periods to 10 years, 
then Ohio EPA will incorporate that change in Ohio 
Administrative Code Rule 3745-27-90. 

 
Comment 2:   Section (E)(1)(a) Comment: as it pertains to fiber 

products, the list of eleven recyclable materials 
contained in Section (E)(1)(a) includes: 

(1) corrugated cardboard 
(2) office paper 
(3) (newspapers) 

This is not an accurate depiction of the paper recycling 
market today as the “newspaper” category excludes a 
whole class of recyclable papers including magazines, 
junk mail catalogues, phone books, box board etc. 
Today it would be rare if newspapers were collected 
independently from the other paper products. Typically 
all these papers are collected together and commonly 
referred to "Residential Mixed Paper'' or "Mixed Paper''. 
To ensure maximum recycling of fiber, I recommend 
revising the list of fiber products on the list as follows. 

(1) corrugated cardboard 
(2) office paper 
(3) (mixed paper or residential mixed paper) 

(Diane T. Bickett, Cuyahoga County Solid Waste 
Management District) 

 
Response 2:   At this time, Ohio EPA is proposing only minor revisions to 

OAC Rule 3745-27-90 to correct for outdated references, 
maintain consistency with the current District Solid Waste 
Management Plan Format, and update the rule format to 
Legislative Services Commission requirements.   

 
 The Agency intends to propose substantive changes to this 

rule upon the completion of a new version of the District 
Solid Waste Management Plan Format incorporating the 
requirements of the 2009 State Solid Waste Management 
Plan (2009 State Plan).  Ohio EPA agrees with the 
commenter that it makes sense to create a material category 
for mixed paper to replace the current category for 
newspaper.  The suggested change will be considered in the 
development of the new version of the District Solid Waste 

 



Rule Package:  
Response to Comments 
Month Year                                                                                                                      Page 3 of 4 
 

Management Plan Format and future amendment to this 
rule.   

 
Comment 3: 3745-27-90 (E)(1)(c)(a): The comment in this rule where 

language says "It is unlikely that the use 
of...participation rate of customers." is irrelevant to the 
rule. My solution is to omit the comment paragraph 
entirely. (Scott Bushbaum, Sierra Club) 

  
Response 3: At this time, Ohio EPA is proposing only minor revisions to 

OAC Rule 3745-27-90 to correct for outdated references, 
maintain consistency with the current District Solid Waste 
Management Plan Format, and update the rule format to 
Legislative Services Commission requirements.   

 
 The Agency intends to propose substantive changes to this 

rule upon the completion of a new version of the District 
Solid Waste Management Plan Format that incorporates the 
requirements of the 2009 State Solid Waste Management 
Plan (2009 State Plan).  The Agency anticipates that the 
identified rule comment may be removed in a future 
amendment to this rule. 

 
Comment 4:  3745-27-90 (E)(3): Language omitted from rule 3745-27-

90 letter E number 3 weakens the rule with respect to 
solid waste management plans. My suggestion is to not 
only enforce a schedule for achieving compliance but to 
not omit language in this part of rule 3745-27-90 that 
provides for "aggressive remedies" as stated in the rule 
with respect to compliance in the rule paragraph E (1) 
and E (2) as well. (Scott Bushbaum, Sierra Club) 

 
 
Response 4:  In consideration of this comment, the Agency has retained 

rule language requiring that solid waste management plans 
include “aggressive remedies” for achieving compliance with 
rule paragraph E(1) and E(2).   

 
 However, the Agency is proposing deletion of existing rule 

language as unnecessarily detailed.  Solid waste 
management districts must demonstrate that they will 
achieve either Goal 1 (infrastructure goal) or Goal 2 
(percentage goal) of the 1995 State Solid Waste 
Management Plan by the end of the third year of the 
planning period.  To do that, the solid waste management 
plans must identify the programs that will allow it to achieve 
the chosen goal and a schedule for implementing those 
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programs.  Once the solid waste management plan is 
approved by Ohio EPA, the solid waste management district 
is required to implement the programs in the solid waste 
management plan according to the schedule identified.  Ohio 
EPA takes into account the strength of a solid waste 
management district’s strategy for achieving a goal and the 
need for aggressive remedies in the plan during the 
Agency’s review of the solid waste management plan.  
Therefore, Ohio EPA believes that the proposed deletions 
remove detailed language that is unnecessary in rule. 
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