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What is this Federal Register About?
This is a proposed rule and, if finalized, would only be available to members of EPA’s
National Environmental Performance Track program. EPA is proposing three rule
changes to environmental programs governed by RCRA, the Clean Air Act (CCA) and
the Clean Water Act (CWA). EPA is proposing regulatory changes to promote
membership in the program and to realize the environmental and other benefits
resulting from the actions of member facilities. The regulatory changes are:

1. RCRA: Large quantity generators of hazardous waste may store their
hazardous waste for up to 180 days (or 270 days if it is shipped more than 200
miles) without a hazardous waste permit if they meet the conditions of the
extended accumulation given in rule.
2. CAA: The frequency of MACT reporting is reduced to an interval that is twice
the length of the regular reporting period, but not less than once every six
months. Also, if a facility reduces emissions through pollution prevention or
process changes to below MACT levels, and below the major source threshold,
the reporting elements in the periodic report may be met through an annual
certification.
3. CWA: POTWs would be allowed to use the Internet rather than paid
newspaper notices to inform the public of violations by facilities that use the
services of the POTW. Also, POTWs would be allowed to reduce their oversight
of some smaller industrial users; they could use discretion to determine that
some users are "nonsignificant." Other alternative performance-based
incentives for POTWs are proposed.

EPA also asks for comment on another potential incentive - consolidated reporting
that would allow Performance Track facilities to submit a single report that would
contain data routinely required under CAA, CWA, RCRA, and EPCRA (Community
Right-to-Know).

What is the National Environmental Performance Track program?
It is a program implemented by U.S. EPA to encourage top environmental performers
-those who go beyond compliance with regulatory requirements to attain levels of
environmental performance and management that provide greater benefit to people,
communities and the environment. The program is designed to recognize facilities
that consistently meet their legal requirements, that have implemented management
systems to monitor and improve performance, that have voluntarily achieved
environmental improvements beyond compliance, and that publicly commit to specific
environmental improvements and report on progress.

For more information on the Performance Track program, please see U.S. EPA’s
website (www.epa.gov/performancetrack)

What does this mean to the regulated community?
If we decide to adopt the rule, large quantity generators who are members of the
Performance Track program would be allowed to store their hazardous wastes for
180 days. This would save these generators money on the cost of transporting their
hazardous wastes off-site for treatment, storage, or disposal. Currently, seven Ohio



large quantity generators are members of the Performance Track program.

What does this mean to DHWM and/or Ohio EPA?
If we decide to adopt this rule, it would not have an impact on DHWM resources or
the way we do business.

Will Ohio EPA be commenting on this Federal Register?
DHWM will accept comments on this Federal Register. Comments are due to U.S.
EPA no later then November 12, 2002. Please submit your comments to Karen Hale
no later than October 8.

Federal Register Link http://www.epa.gov/fedrgstr/EPA-WASTE/2002/August/Day-
13/f20347.htm

Federal Guidance Document: http://www.epa.gov/performancetrack
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