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Purpose
This program is intended to promote sustainable economic development in rural communities with exceptional needs.  This will be achieved through grants to public bodies and nonprofit community development corporations to enable the recipients to carry on activities such as identifying and analyzing business opportunities, establishing business support centers, and providing training, technical assistance, and planning. 


Use of Funds
Identify and analyze business opportunities that will use local rural materials or human resources, provide technical assistance; establish business support centers; conduct economic development planning; conduct technology and leadership training.  

 
Eligible Applicants
Public bodies, nonprofit corporations, Indian tribes on Federal or State reservations and other Federally recognized tribal groups, and cooperatives with members that are primarily rural residents.

 
Eligible Areas
Any area that is not within the boundaries or urbanized area of a city with a population in excess of 50,000 inhabitants.  Check project location eligibility at http://eligibility.sc.egov.usda.gov/eligibility/welcomeAction.do



Priorities
· Resulting economic development will be sustainable over the long term.
· Improved quality of economic development such as higher wages, benefits, and skills.
· Leveraging funds if the grant will fund a critical element of a larger program.
· Areas experiencing trauma due to a major natural disaster.
· Areas undergoing economic stress due to closing of a major employer or military facility.
· Areas experiencing long-term poverty, population decline, and job deterioration.
· Projects involving a new “best practice.”


Application Documents
1. Standard Form 424, “Application for Federal Assistance.”
2. Applicant’s organizational documents.
3. Proposed Scope of Work, including description of proposed project, proposed activities to be accomplished and time frames.
4. Written narrative including project need, area to be served, description of how the project will coordinate economic development, applicant’s capability and experience, and description of how the work will be performed.
5. Latest financial information.
6. Method of evaluation to determine if objectives are accomplished. 

MAXIMUM GRANT AMOUNT $100,000

Information and pre-applications may be obtained from one of the USDA Rural Development State Office:

Contact Debbie Rausch at:

Federal Building, Room 507
200 North High Street
Columbus, Ohio  43215
Phone:  (614) 255-2427  
FAX:    (614) 255-2562
Deborah.Rausch@oh.usda.gov

200 North High Street – Room 507, Columbus, OH 43215-2418
Phone: 614-255-2397          Fax: 614-255-2562
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter containing all of the information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov.
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