
Amy Yersavich 

Amy Yersavich is the Manager of the Ohio EPA’s Site Assistance and Brownfield Section (SABR). Her 
duties include overseeing all aspects of the Division of Emergency and Remedial Response’s (DERR) 
Outreach, Financial Incentives, CP Training, Environmental Insurance Program, Federal Brownfield Grant 
and Ohio Brownfield Conference activities. Amy also manages the Ohio EPA Clean Ohio Fund review and 
oversight functions.  Amy serves as a regional representative and chair of the Association of State and 
Territorial Solid Waste Management Officials’ (ASTSWMO) Brownfields Task Force and vice-chair of the 
ASTSWMO Superfund and Brownfields Subcommittee.  

Prior to working for DERR, Amy worked for seven years in the Division of Air Pollution Control as an 
Environmental Scientist. Before working for Ohio EPA, Amy was a chemist in the Analytical Chemistry 
Research Section of Ross Laboratories. Amy has a Bachelor’s degree in Biology from Ohio Dominican 
University and a Master’s degree in Geography/Atmospheric Sciences from The Ohio State University. 

 

Karla Auker 

Karla Auker currently serves as Brownfields Project Officer/Project Manager for U.S.EPA Region V in the 
Westlake Ohio office.  Karla helps communities who have received U.S.EPA assessment, clean up, or 
revolving loan funds grants successfully use their grants to facilitate sustainable brownfields 
redevelopment.  Karla has worked for U.S.EPA for 20 years; 11 years in her current position and 9 years 
as an On-Scene Coordinator doing emergency response work.  Prior to joining U.S. EPA, Karla worked for 
four years for Ohio EPA as a Site Coordinator in what is now called the Division of Environmental 
Response and Revitalization. Karla is a Certified Professional Geologist and has a B.S in Geology and an 
M.S. in Environmental Geology from the University of Akron.  

 

Erin Hazelton 

Erin has been with the Ohio Department of Development since January of 2010. Prior to joining 
Development, she worked for the Ohio Department of Natural Resources performing biological 
inventories of Ohio’s caves and rock shelters. Erin is a Section Supervisor in the Office of 
Redevelopment. She received her B.A. from Wittenberg University in biology and a M.S. from Miami 
University where she researched phytoremediation techniques on brownfields.  

 

Monica Stefanoff 

Monica has been a Brownfield Specialist at the Ohio Development Services Agency since 2007 where 
she manages the Ohio Water Development Authority’s Brownfield Loan and Alternative Storm water 
Loan Programs and assists with the Clean Ohio Fund and Job Ready Sites Program.  She is part of the 
Environmental Solutions team that specializes in structuring financial solutions for projects complicated 
by environmental risks.  She received her BS in geology from the University of Dayton.  

 

 



Blase Leven 

Blase Leven is the Associate Director of the Center for Hazardous Substance Research, and helps 
create/coordinate teams of university scientists and engineers, and other partners, to address important 
technical issues facing our society. From 1997 to 2007 he served as technology transfer and outreach 
programs manager for the Center, which included oversight of the Technical Outreach Services to 
Superfund and Native American Communities (TOSC and TOSNAC), and the Technical Assistance to 
Brownfields (TAB) programs. He continues serve the TAB program and an Urban Gardening on 
Brownfields research project with his expertise in environmental site assessments. From 2000 to 
present he has led technology development and evaluation efforts for a Department of Defense 
program.  

Deb Martin 

Debra Martin is the Director of Community Development and the Great Lakes RCAP program at WSOS 
Community Action.  The Great Lakes RCAP is one of six regional RCAPs that provide water, wastewater, 
and other community development assistance to local governments in rural areas and small towns in 
seven states.  Other community development services include community planning, economic 
development services, community facilities project development, watershed management, and loan 
programs and technical assistance for small businesses and communities.  Ms. Martin has over twenty 
years’ experience working with small communities and local governments.  She has been active in the 
development of rural policy and has served on numerous state and federal advisory groups.  She 
currently serves as a U.S. Chair for the U.S.-Russia Civil Society Partnership Program – an initiative of the 
Eurasia Foundation and USAID.  She earned a B.A. from the University of Findlay in Political 
Science/Public Administration and is currently pursuing a Master of Community and Economic 
Development from the Pennsylvania State University. 

 
Ildi Pallós 

 
Ildi Pallós has been the technical writer in the Division of Environmental Response and Revitalization for 
12 years.  Her current duties include preparing newsletters, reports, brochures and fact sheets for the 
Site Assistance and Brownfield Revitalization unit, coordinating the Certified Professional (CP) initial 
training and assisting Certified Professionals with certification issues, marketing funding opportunities 
for brownfield cleanup and revitalization, updating summaries of sites that received a covenant not to 
sue (CNS) from the agency, and assisting in Voluntary Action Program rule updates. 
 
Prior to joining DERR, Ildi worked in various divisions at Ohio EPA, most extensively in the planning unit 
of the Division of Solid and Infectious Waste (now Materials and Waste Management) for 10 years.  Her 
favorite duty in that capacity was providing assistance to residents on proper management and disposal 
of household hazardous waste. 
 
Ildi received her M.A. in human experimental psychology/human factors from The Ohio State University 
and a B.A. in psychology from Auburn University with minors in mathematics and German. 

 

 

 



Laura Sattler 

Laura Sattler is a Loan Specialist with the USDA’s Rural Development office. She has been with this office 
for 10 years and her duties include loan making and servicing activities for the water/ wastewater and 
community facilities, supporting the northeast counties of Ohio.  She also works on training new 
personnel and providing guidance and assistance for construction monitoring, servicing and general 
operations of the CP section. 

 

Megan Oravec 

Megan Oravec is a Brownfield Training Coordinator with the Division of Environmental Response and 
Revitalization at the Ohio EPA. Her duties include coordinating trainings and workshops, planning the 
Brownfield Conference, and updating the Brownfield Inventory for the Site Assistance and Brownfield 
Revitalization unit. Prior to working for the EPA, Megan worked as a Public Educator with the Keystone 
Energy Efficiency Alliance (KEEA) during an AmeriCorps year of service. Megan received her B.S. in 
Biology from Allegheny College. 

 

Martin Smith 

Martin Smith has been with Ohio EPA as an Environmental Specialist since joining the agency in 2000.  
He has previously worked for Ohio EPA’s Voluntary Action Program (VAP) and Division of Hazardous 
Waste Management (DHWM).  His duties in these positions included review of VAP no further action 
letters, closure plan review for the DHWM, and technical assistance related to risk assessment for both 
the VAP and the DHWM.  He currently works for the Site Assistance and Brownfield Revitalization (SABR) 
section at Ohio EPA where he coordinates the state’s Targeted Brownfield Assessment program and 
oversees the 128(a) Brownfield grant provided by US EPA.     

Prior to joining Ohio EPA, he worked as a hydrogeologist for an environmental consulting firm near 
Atlanta, Georgia.  Mr. Smith received his M.S. in Hydrogeology from the University of Kansas and his B.S. 
in Geology from the Lyman Briggs School at Michigan State University.   


