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* AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE *

NORTHEAST OHIO OFFIGE
Humanity House

9. April. 1999

Denise Gawlinski

Office of Public Affairs
EPA, Region 5

sent via FAX 312-353.1155

Dear Ms. Gawlinski,

513 West Exchange St

Akron, Ohio 44302
330-253-7151 or 330-253-7204
Fax 330-996-4664

Poat-t™ Fax Note 7671  [Date pages® |9
To From
CofOer. Co
Phone ¥ Phona #
rax # ax#

This is to request that this letter and the accompanying 18 pages be entered into the Administrative
Record concerning the proposed changes to the Industrial Excess Landfill (JEL) ROD.

The material represents most of what was received yesterday by Brad Davis, a reporter from the
Canton Repository, to his FOIA request to the Department of the Army seeking information on
radioactive materials dumped at the 1EL,

Mr. Davis’ request was virtually identical to a request I had made several months ago. Davis
received a direct response from the Army. My request, however, was forwarded to Mr. Timothy
Thurlow at Region 5. The explanations I received for the routing of my request did not evidently

apply to Mr. Davis’ request.

Sincerely,

The American Friends Service Committee is a Quaker social action organization seeking non-violent solutions to
human problems through promoting understanding and peace and helping those ill and oppressed.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
2§ ARKY TNGINEER DIVI3ION, IREAT LARES AND DHIC RIVEF
COREROF BNGIEERS
PO BOX 1156
CONCINIATE OMIO 452611163

1) Mereh 1969

{normation Manugemen: Dircctorate

Mr Read Davis, Stalt Writer

The Renasitors

5¢u Marke: Avenae, South
Canton. Olno +4703.2192

Doz Mr. Davis.

This ietter 35 1m response 1o your Freedom: of Information Act request dated Janvary 27, 1999,
Fhis request was criginelly sent to Rose Marte Chastensan, Chief. Freedom of Information Act
and Privacy Act Office, U S Department of the Army and was subsequent]y sent to this oftice
fur acuon. Your request asky for any and all documenis, dated 1965 to present. relating to the
vaasport. deposit, presence, or tipact of radioactive matersls dumped in the land{ill in
Umorntowtt. O keown as erther the Kittingar, Budo ) or industina bxcess Land il Copray of
A aocunes.s mertiig s enterts and metd by thas oifice are provided as anclosure.

Sincerely.

O(M-Q/%f f haué"

fPand B, Bay
Acting Dheccior, mtnrmation Monagement

=H~g] @ FocyCnl Pa 1§
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DEPARTMENT QF THE AF. ¥
U, 8. ARMY ENGINRER DISTRICT, LM SVILLE
CORPG OF BNGMEERS
P.O.BOXSS -
LOUISYILLE, KENTQCKY 02010050

CELRL-DE (415) 12 May 1997
T
. . . . . . L /Q‘bv’r\f?
MEMORANDUM THRU U.S. Army Corps of Engineer, Ghio River Division, * gAc

ATTN: Patly Bertsch, P.O. Box 1159, Cinginnati, OH 45201-1159

FOR HO, U.S Anmy Coip of Engiteers, ATTN: Jim Gidson, 20 Massachasets Avenue, NW |
Washington, DC 20314

SUBJTECT: Unioatown Industrial Excess Landfil)

1 An article appeared in the Sun Journal on Aprit 10, 1997, citing an unnamec source from
the Pentagon. The article atleged that the Department of Army (DA) hed been invelved in the
gumping of radicactive materials into the Industrial Excess Landfill located in Uniontown, Ohic.
HQUSACE, under the authonty of the Defense Environmental Restoration Program (DERP) for
Formerly Used Defense Sites (FUDS), requested that the Louisville District (LRL) investigate this
gllegution \

i Pursuant to this request, LRL contzcted the United States Environmental Protection
Agency (USEPA) to discuss the allegation. Generally, USEPA personnel working on the clean-up
of the landfill, confirmed that itis 8 Superfund site. Several privete companies, who have been
identified as Potentially Responsible Farties (PRPs), are currently working with USEFA in
connection with the clean-up. Thesre is no evidence of any DA involvement with this landfi.

3. Specifically, regarding any radicactive contaminatior, USEPA personnel stated that
extensive testing of the landfill area discovered no such contamination zbove background Javels.
Furthermore, the EPA representative steted there is no evidence of any DA involvement with
radicactive raatorial at this site. The current activity, involving privete PRPs, is the result of other
tvpes of contamination

4. Based on the above, LRL, in consuliation with tha USEPA, agree that no further
Invesiigation Ly DA is necessary. Furtier expenditure of resources in connection with the
allezations in the Sun Journal are of no added value  Note that LRL has been edvised by UUSEPA
that Ohio EPA concurs that there is nd DA Involvement in. cennection with this landfili,
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SUBTECT: Uniontowr industiial Excess Landfili

s The Programs and Praject Managemernt Division (PPMD) POC 1s Kevin Jasper {502) 623.

7015, Oftice of Council (OC) POC is Ann NUTH (502) 582-53675.

Y
ongh-Lorps O Engineers
Commander and District Engineer
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From: Kevin §. Jaspar

To: Patty Bertsch

Date: 7/10/97 5:08pm

Subjact: Rel2}: Freacdom af informsatlon Act Reguast

cemerinemmmneanesenes FOrWaPded with Changes ---esmssssemmemsssess

From Kevin L Jaspar at CHORL-CCMAIL
Date: 7/10/87 12:56FPM

T¢:
To:

Le

Rob G Fufler
Susaan M Toutant
Gary L Chishoim

Subject: Rel2): Fresdom of Information Act Requsst

--------------------------------------

BB e ke e P = s m o —m e s

Patiy and Jim,

Wantad to kaep you informed on this ¢na,

Kevin Jaspar

Forwerd Header e

Sub sct: Rel2]: Freedom of Information Act Request
Author: Kevin L Jasper at CEQRL-CCMAIL
Date:  7/10/87 12:56 PM

Rob.

This site is/has been & Congresslona! interest for EPA. Sanator John
Glann and Congressman Tom Sawyer have been invovied to get more
sampling for radioactive materials ¢onducted at the site by EPA. The
Concarnad Citizens Group is & very actlve.group in Ohio. This site is
aiready in the courts with identifisd PRPs. Past siudies do not
support or Identity DOD involvemant.

| have provided my thin file 10 2C. COL Spear signed off(w/our

initials) on & memc to HQ that Ann Nunn and | prepared. This nwing
documented phona calls with EPA indicating DA was not invoived in this
landtill_and there is no svidence of radicactive waste at this site, o

Since that mama | was coplod furnished a memo prepared by OZPA to &
related concarnad Citizens Group that stated the same. In that memo
EFA requestad that the group please provida them with any information
thay have concearning DOD involvamant. Appears this FOIA is the groups
attempt to find {mcre??} evidence. )

Bcttom line is the citizens are looking to contirm their position that

~
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radicactive waste from DOL was dumped In this landfill. The EPA has
no evidence of this nor does LRL, that | am aware of. Time will teil
what the Concerned Citizens Group has, IF ducumentation is provigad
to support the suspectad DOR involvement, LAL will be responsible for
preparing a FUDS inventory projact raport{iNPR). Following the INPR
this PRP project would be raferrad to Omaha District. At this point
thare is na value added in LRL g6ing any further investigations based
on EPA input.

KJ

S o _ Reply Saepsrator
Subjact: Ra: Fraadom ot Information Act Request
Author: Susan M Toutsnt at CEORL-CCMAIL

Date: 7/10/97 10:23 AM

Wa have been involvad through Kevin Jasper, We will deal directly with
ocC.

Susan

e Raply Ssparator _

Subjsct: Freadom of Information Act Requast
Authot: Rob G Fuller at CEQRL-CCMAILL
Date: 7/9/97 10:27 AM

wWa have received a FOIA Request from the Americsn Friends Service

=%  Committee in Akron, Ohio. Thay have requestad copies of all

documantation fram 1968 to the prasent which addresses the dejosit,
presence and/or impact of radicactive materials at the Industrial
Excass Landfill site in Uniontown, Ohio.

Please ask your folks for any information that they might have on
the Industrial Excess Lendfill site. Wa are not certsin whigh
District has rasponsibility for this location end we are chacking
with both Huntington and Pittsburgh, There I3 & short suspanse su
if you could report any information that you may have not later
than Friday, July 11th, it would be greatly appreciatad.

Sand your raply to Kim Barnes, of my staif. Her éxigngion is 6355,

/8/
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From; James Gibsen
To: CECRD.ORDO{Patty Bortsch),CEORD.X400(CEQRL-UL-B_Ks...
Date: | 4/29/87 8:64em
Subject: Uniontown, OH
Patty/Kavin:

Plagse varify. [t is my
understanding thet wa have no knowlage
that the subjact site ever belonged to
DoD ar AMC,
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From!
To:
Datea:
Subject:

14048

Kevin L Jasper
CEQRD.ORDO(Patty Bertsch)
4/27/87 4:50pm

Re' Uniontown, Ohio

From: Kevin L Jasper at CEORL-CCMAIL
Date: 4/27/87 §:38PM
To: James R Gibaon HQ at X400

Subject:

............

Re: Uniontown, Ohio

T R R e UL P LY

Patty,

Eorwarded with Changes -------=---

[ -re

| got your massage regarding Unfontown, This is my responss back to
Jim. | did not realize he BCC you his message to Tom Walsh also. |
plan to procaed with the memorangum, unless sameonb tells me
otherwise. Memorandum will be routed through OC, D&, DDE, to DE

through ORD to USACE.

KJ

Forwerd Heedar

b

Subject:

Author:
Data:

Jim,

Re: Unigntewn, Qhio
Kevin L Jaspar at CEORL-CCMAIL
4/27/97 6:3p PM

{ have prepared a memormadum to this effect for the DES(COL Spear)
signature. The memorangum is to go thorugh ORD gnd to
HQUBACE(yourself) Shoulds we proceed to carry it to his desk this
sm?{Monday) |'ll bg jn Huntington transitioning files on Monday
afternoon and Yuesday.

EPA Friday about this subject, Nothing has

OC and | spoke 1o US

changed since ! last sent you the emafl ragarding thls site, other
than | have baen preparing the memorandum.

OEPA alorted ms sbout a roporter that d

em asking about DOD

invastigating the site more, Should | direct this reporter to Candy

L__H__L,_F_._

Waiters(HQUSACE PAO} or let LRL's PAD manage the Inquiry? If an INPR

were raquired we would need to know tha "Concerned Citizan Group's
pentagon source”. Without the information source and based on EPAS
comments, No wg do not need to do waste resources to further

investigata this site.

—

Ni}
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Kavin Jasper

Reply Separator

Subject: Unientown, Ohio
Author: James R Gibson HQ at X400
Date; 4/28/97 8:.05 PM

COE Status Report; Based on direction

from CEMP-RF ths Louisville District

does not plan to prepsre an JNPR for o what ?
tha subjact gite. This datermination :
has been made based on ths following

rationale:

{1) This site is currently in

litigation and DoD has not besn namad
as a PRP.

——— i

(2) Par discussions with EPA, they

feel DoD has not bean involved at the
site, This determination Is bassd on
EPAs investigations {$1M) to data. No
presence of radioactivity or DoD

related contamination has been found by
EPA for thig site.

(3) EPA plans tc continue to sample at
this site to deny/confirm the presence
of tadioactivity alledged by the
concerned citizens group.

CC: CEORD.X400(CEQORL-DL-B_Susan_Toutant,CEORL-OC_Ann N...
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From: Jarmes Qlbson
To: CECRD.X400(CEORL-DL-B_Kavin_Jasper)
Date: 4/22/27 8:66em
Subleat: HQ Aaquaest for INPR at Uniontown OH -Reply
Kevin:

Pioass prapare a Memorandum for
Record on this site. Keep & copy in
your files and send me & copy ASAP, |
will provide @ cogy t
For tha time helng this Is the only
action ! recommend, based on your
E-mail message.

CC: CEORD.ORDO(Patty Bartsch)
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Pram;
To:
Date:

Sublect:

Jim,

W3:115 PM RFSC HME UHIU E3b 99E I664

1413

Kevin L Jasper
CEORLE .X400{CEMP-R8_Jamas_Gibson)

4/21/97 2:66pm
HQ Request for INPR st Uniontown OH

LRLs team mat today to discuss the praparation of the INPR for tha
landfilt site in Uniontown. OC questioned why DOD was getting
involved when this site is already in the courts trying to determing

who is to do the clean up. | explainad that the tasking to do an INPR
came from HQ basad on the newapapaer article that was written and the
Inquirias that had coms In from DA and EPA, QOC spoka with an EPA
contact who indicated the court proceadings ere moving forward and to
date nothing had baen prasentsd to suspeoct DOD liabillty in tha site.

EPA has spent 1M investigating this landtill. No sampling has

indicated the presence of radioactivity. EPA indicated thay had agreed

to do some further sampling to confirm/deny the pressnce of

radioactivity in an effort to maat the concerns of Concernaed Citizens

Group who are writing Senator Glenn and Congressman Sawyer. My OEPA
contsot for Ravenna gays we DC NOT want to get nto this dilamme with

the Concerned Citizens Group.

Given that EPA doas not feal DOD has besn involved and based on the
fact this site ig far into tha legel proceedings we must ask: Why is
DOD spending scarce reacurces to do this INPR? To date DOD has not

besn brought into the claims process by B.F.Goodwranoh, Good Year Tire

and the other two firms. Seems doubtful these firms missad a PRP(DOD)
in their investigations?

Based on the limited information LRL has gotten to dates, the team does
not fea! that it would be in the best intarest of this projact to

entar Into a preliminary assessment(FA) of datermining if this site Is
sligible under the FUDS Program. This PA/INPR could generats more

guestion

it does answers, wi ~abinats full ¢ information

at EPA this will not ba a low cost INPR, if we procead,

Plpase give me a call to discuss our next move on this ona.

Thanks

Kevin Jaspar
502-626-7016

cC:

CEORD.ORDO(Patty Bertsch),CEORD. X400{CEQRL-RE-M_Su...

Pls
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From:
To:
Dats:

Subject:
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1d: 22 713

Patty Bartach

X400 ,CEQRL-DL-B_Kevin_Jaspsr

A4/17/97 1'34pm

Radioaotive Materis! @ Uniontown, Ohlo -Forwarded

Please respond diractly to JR and info me. Need schedule for proparing INPR (ex. dste for
site visit, time for racord reviaw, anticipated date INPR compisted and sent to ORD, etc).
Sinca you already have 8 mesting scheduled at Ravenna on May 5th, may want t¢
consider combining trips 16 save money even though wauld delay getting started on INPR.
Give JR a schadule and cost breakout for an "immediata® trip to Uniontown and for & May
combined trig to Ravanna and Youngstown. Thanks.

cC:

X400.CEMP-RS_Jamas_Gibson
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From:
To:
Data:
Subject:

Patty:

fa2i

James Gibson

CEORD.ORDO(Patty Bertsch)

4/17/97 11:.20am

Radioactive Materigl @ Untontown, Ohio

We are getting & lot of tratflc from
tha Pentagon and EPA concerning this
sita. Wa have gone on record that |t
was not in our invantory and we plan (o
vigit the site to be eble to make a
determinstion of property eligibility.
ASAP, can you provide a timeteble for
what actions we will take and when they
are schedulad? THANKS

Gld



Lo Lol o N TR el S S TR | Cal A D T T e — P A SOy

B4/0G3. 95 14121 FL%
From: Kevin L Jasper -
To: CEORD.X400(CEMP-RS_James Gibson)

Date: 4/16/97 2:27pm

Bubjaect: Ra: FUDS SITE? -Forwarded
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From: James Gibson
To: CEORD.ORDO(Patty Bertsch)
Date: 4/15/87 7.328m
Subject: FUDS SITE?
Fatty:

| received a copy of a nawspaper
articte from our PAQ yestarday about an
industrial Excess Landfill (IEL) site
in Uniontown, Ohio. Ths nowpapsr
article elledges that tha U.8. Army may
have used this landfill to disposs of
highly toxic and radiocactiva waste &s
part of the federal weapons disposal
campaign. This issue surfaced in the
midst of an ongalng battle bstwasan a
covic-watohdog group called Concerned
Citizens of Laka Township and tha Chio
and USEPA agencies. This issue has
bsen brought to the attenticn of
Sanator John Glenn and Congrassman Tom
Sawyer. Have you haard of thia site or
have any information that may bs
helptul t0 determine whathar it Is a
potentlal FUDS?

PS: The copy of the naws articls |
have is very poor and ! don't think it
will FAX well.



aPR-B3—-33 FKRIL w3118 FM AFSC MNE OHIU FED 996 I8

i)
fu

D43, 9% 14:

Date: 04/18/1987 02:08 pm (Tuesday)
Subject: FW: Radioactive Materiel at Uniontown, Ohio--NEED HELPI
-Reply

Joft,

We (FUDS) are locking into this aliegation and
have not been able to identity any DoD activity as
yet. Maybe a [ot of actlvity aver nothing - will let
you know what we find out. POC in FUDS is Jim
Glbson, (202) 761-4709,

> > > Bemls, Jeff
<bemis@Pentagon-ACSIM Army.Mil> 04/14/87
11:37em > > >

Tom:

The original email message (way down this line)
asks for Information on a disposal site in
Uniontown, Ohio where it is alleged the U.S.
dumped radloactive material in 1889-70. The

Unigntown, Ohio, Do you hava any information on
thia? Please raply to ma. | wilt forwerd the info to
othar partiss. Thanks. job

From: Baasler, Robart

To: Bamis, Jeff; Matroguin, Raul; Carlisie, Georgs;
Ives, Bart; Jullua, Tim: Kraft, Allen; Timm, Patrick
A; Read, Kieth W.

Ce: Cain, Michael

Subject: FW: Radioactive Matariél at Uniontown,
Ohio--NEED HELP!

Date: Friday, Apsil 11, 1897 7:02PM

Can anyons help Nancy answer this one?

From: NANCY POMERLEAU

Tec: bass{err; BOB LINGO: JANIS FINEGAN;
bob.lubbert; KRISHNA GANTA; DON GOWER
Subject: Re: Radioactlve Materiel at Uniontown,
Ohio--NEED HELP|

Date. Friday, Aprit 11, 1997 6:10PM

Jan,
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| em asking Don Gower and Krishne Ganta to
coordinate this for you. The

Army Corps of Engingers handlas formerly ysed,
defensae sites (Bob Lubbert: please coordinate with
Tom Wash), Don't know the AMC status of this.
Will gat back to you with soma help. | am also
forwarding this to the ODEP office for their
coordination with us (LTC Bassled).

BOB LINGO
04/11/87 03:10 PM

To. JANIS FINEGAN c¢: JOE
EDGELL/CC/HOQAMC/AMC/US, JOHN
MANFRE/SF/HQAMC/AMC/US, BOB
FRANTZ/AM/HQAMC/AMC/US, BTAN
CITRON/CC/HOAMC/AMC/US, 8TAN
LOWE/EN/HOAMC/AMC/US, NANCY
POMERLEAU/EN/HQAMC/AMC/US, PEDRO
CUNANAN 7
Subject: Re: Radioactiva Matatlal at Uniontown,
Ghio {Document link not
converted)

B0y, they just keep coming!

Sorry, this one even prodates my HQ AMC
experiance (having come to this job in 19781)
Howavar, | would think Ammo or your office should
check with the

10C and TACOM-ARDEC. They might khow -
somathing. Also, suggest chacking with the Army
Environmenta! Center, AEC. At one time, when
they wers

USATHAMA, they did a study and records search
of whera contamination was burled on our plants;
don't tknow if they also looked into off-site disposal.
Thers was a big library et Edgewood area of all
their record searches. Last thought is to check
with the Corps of Enginears and the

Formerly Utilized Defense Sites (FUDS} program;
possibly they may hava some information.
AMCEN-A could give you a point of contact.

Sorry could not ba of more &§sistance.

F1d

L1



