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TARGETED BROWNFIELD ASSESSMENT (TBA) PROGRAM

Ohio EPA provides Targeted Brownfield Assessments (TBA) in an effort to spur revitalization and economic growth. TBA activities are completed at no cost to applicants through a grant from the United States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA), or utilizing state TBA funds.  The program may assist communities with assessment activities such as Phase I assessment, limited Phase II assessment, asbestos and lead based paint surveys and ecological surveys.  If you have any questions, please contact our office at 614-644-2924 or visit our website at http://epa.ohio.gov/derr/SABR/Grant_Assistance.aspx 

Application Process: 

Interested parties may submit a completed request letter and application form to Ohio EPA’s Site Assistance & Brownfield Revitalization (SABR) Section.  The information requested in the application form is necessary for Ohio EPA staff to prioritize projects and to obtain information required by U.S. EPA to determine eligibility.  Projects not eligible for funding through the U.S. EPA grant may be eligible for a state funded TBA.

Upon review of the completed application form and cover letter, Ohio EPA may request a kickoff meeting with the applicant and project participants (i.e. property, owner, developer, project environmental consultant or certified professional) to define work expectations, project needs and timelines. If the TBA application is approved, the applicant will receive notification of the services to be provided.  

Instructions:

Please complete the entire application form to the best of your ability.  You may complete the form directly on your computer using Microsoft Word or print the form and write or type responses.  If you print out the form and need additional space, attach extra sheets of paper.  Include all requested exhibits with your application along with the required cover letter (see Appendix A). 

The application is comprised of three sections.  The applicant information portion and Sections 1-2 are required information for project review.   Section 3 includes additional information about the property which is used for the Ohio Brownfield Inventory (Inventory).  All projects approved for the TBA program are requested to submit the property for inclusion on the Inventory.  Although listing on the Inventory is not mandatory, listing has many benefits for property owners and the local community because it provides potential developers or other interested parties with quick access to information about the property. Additional information is available on the Ohio Brownfield Inventory website http://epa.ohio.gov/derr/SABR/brown_dtb/browndtb.aspx.


Application Submission

Applications may be submitted via e‐mail to BrownfieldFunding@epa.ohio.gov  

OR

Applications may be submitted via regular or commercial mail to the following address:

Site Assistance and Brownfield Revitalization Program
Division of Environmental Response and Revitalization
Ohio Environmental Protection Agency
50 West Town Street, Suite 700
P.O. Box 1049
Columbus, Ohio 43216‐1049

	Application Contents
	Required Submittal
	Instruction

	Applicant Certification Form
	
	Signed by Applicant’s Authorized Representative

	Applicant Information
	
	Required contact information

	Section 1 – Preliminary Eligibility Determination
	
	Completed by Applicant to determine eligibility for assistance

	Section 2 – 
· Project Information
· Property Information
· Financial Resources and Redevelopment Plans
	


	Completed by Applicant to the best of their knowledge

	Section 3 – Additional Property Information
	
	Please provide, if available, information for the Ohio Brownfield Inventory

	Appendix A – Cover Letter Template
	
	Completed and signed by Applicant

	Appendix B – Sample Access Agreements
	
	Completed and signed by Applicant and Property Owner

	Appendix C – Ohio Brownfield Inventory Permission Forms
	
	To be with the application or following application approval.  Property owner permission is required.



Required Submittals
Application Cover Letter
Completed Application Form 
Exhibit 1 – Access Agreement with current Property Owner
Exhibit 2 – Draft Workplan, if available
Exhibit 3 – Property Location Map
Exhibit 4 – Previous Assessment Reports, if available


Applicant Certification Form

I understand that by signing this application, I grant the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency access to any records needed for verification and evaluation of the information provided in the Ohio Targeted Brownfield Assessment (TBA) application.  I understand that filling out the TBA application does not guarantee that I will receive approval of my request.

I certify that the information I have provided in this application is, to the best of my knowledge, a true, accurate and complete disclosure of the requested information.  I understand that I may be held civilly and criminally liable under Federal and State Law for knowingly making false or fraudulent statements.


	


Applicant (Type/Print)

	


Name of Authorizing Representative (Type/Print)

	







Signature of Authorizing Representative						Date


APPLICANT INFORMATION
	Applicant and Authorized Representative Information

	Applicant Name:
	Applicant Name
	Authorized Representative: - (e.g. mayor, city manager, safety service director, county commissioner)   

	Authorized Representative Name: 
	Authorized Representative Name

	Title:
	Title
	Address, City, State, Zip Code
	Address, City, Zip
	Phone:
	Phone Number
	E-mail Address:
	E-mail 
	Applicant Website:
	Applicant Website
	
Project Contact Information - (Primary point of contact and project manager)

	Project Contact Name:
	Project Contact Name
	Title:
	Title
	Address, City, State, Zip Code
	Address, City, State, Zip
	Phone:
	Phone Number
	E-mail Address:
	E-mail 
	
Project Consultant Information - (If applicable, the consultant involved with the project.  A consultant is not required for the TBA program)

	Consultant Name:
	Consultant Name
	Title and Consulting Firm:
	Consultant Title and Name of Firm 
	Address, City, State, Zip Code
	Address, City, State, Zip
	Phone:
	Phone Number
	E-mail Address:
	E-mail 




SECTION 1 – PRELIMINARY ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATION

	1. Is the applicant a potentially responsible party that has caused or contributed to the contamination of the property to be assessed, or did the applicant own the property at the time contamination occurred?

	
	☐	YES – The applicant is not eligible for TBA funding. Funding cannot be used to assist potentially responsible parties.

	
	☐	NO




	2. A “brownfield” is defined as real property, the expansion, redevelopment, or reuse of which may be complicated by the presence or potential presence of a hazardous substance, pollutant, or contaminant. The 2002 Brownfields Law further defines the term to include a site that is: “contaminated by a controlled substance; contaminated by petroleum or a petroleum product excluded from the definition of ‘hazardous substance’; or mine-scarred land.”

Does this describe the property?  


	
	☐	YES – The property is an abandoned or vacant industrial/commercial/institutional facility.

	
	☐	YES – The property is an active, but under-used industrial/commercial/institutional facility.

	
	☐	YES – The property is an abandoned or vacant residential structure with at least 4 housing units

	
	☐	NO – The property is not eligible for TBA funding.	

	Note:  properties that were used historically for residential purposes are generally not eligible unless a the structure maintained a minimum of 4 housing units (i.e. apartments, condos, town homes)




	3. Are any of the following statements true:

· The property includes a facility(ies) listed, or proposed for the National Priorities List (NPL).
· The property includes a facility subject to unilateral administrative orders, court orders, administrative orders, or judicial consent decrees issued to parties under CERCLA.
· The property includes a facility(ies) that is subject to the jurisdiction, custody, or control of the United States government.


	
	☐	NO

	
	☐	YES – The property is not eligible for TBA funding.	





	4. Does the applicant have access to 100% of the property for the purposes of this TBA request?  Please include completed access agreements for all parcels as Exhibit 1 
(see Appendix B for sample documents).

	
	☐	YES – The applicant owns the property, and the access agreement is attached. If YES, then answer the following questions:

	
	
	· Was an AAI Phase I performed prior to acquisition?
	Select Yes or No 
	
	
	· When did the applicant acquire the property?
	Enter date
	
	
	· How did the applicant acquire the property?
	Choose item
	
	
	· Other acquisition:
	     
	
	☐	YES – An access agreement is in place with current owner(s) and is attached.

	
	☐	YES – The property is currently in foreclosure or forfeiture and the County Auditor provided access to the property.  
For situations where ownership is unclear, the county auditor may act as an “agent of the state” and be signatory to the access agreement – see ORC Section 5721.09. 
(NOTE: The signed agreement must be obtained and submitted to Ohio EPA prior to any work being performed.)

	
	☐	NO – The applicant is currently working on obtaining an access agreement.  
(NOTE: The signed agreement must be obtained and submitted to Ohio EPA prior to any work being performed.)

	
	☐	NO – The applicant cannot obtain access to the property.  The property is not eligible for TBA funding.	




	5. Are any of the following true? Check all that apply:

	
	☐	The property is subject to current or ongoing CERCLA removal actions.

	
	☐	The property is subject to unilateral administrative orders, court orders, administrative orders on consent or judicial consent decrees or to which a permit has been issued by the United States or an authorized state under the Solid Waste Disposal Act (as amended by the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA)), the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (FWPCA), the Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA), or the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA).

	
	☐	The property is subject to corrective action orders under RCRA (sections 3004(u) or 3008(h)) and to which a corrective action permit or order has been issued or modified to require the implementation of corrective measures.

	
	☐	The property includes land disposal units that have filed a closure notification under subtitle C of RCRA and to which closure requirements have been specified in a closure plan or permit.

	
	☐	There has been a release of polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) and are subject to remediation under TSCA.

	
	☐	Funding for remediation has been obtained from the Leaking Underground Storage Tank (LUST) Trust Fund?

	
	☐	NO: None of the above statements apply

	
	☐	If YES: The site requires a specific eligibility determination from USEPA.  The most recent proposal guidelines for USEPA brownfields assessment grants will be utilized as a basis for eligibility.  Provide appropriate backup documentation along with a brief explanation below.  USEPA guidelines are available on their website:  http://www.epa.gov/brownfields/assessment_grants.htm 	

	
	
	Explanation
	Enter Explanation




Section 2 - PROJECT INFORMATION

	Project Information
(Project Name should not be the property address; utilize the common name for the property or a historic use (e.g. Smith’s Foundry, Former XYZ Property)  


	Project Name:
	Name
	Project Address, City, State, Zip Code
	Address, City, Zip
	Project County
	Project County
	Current Property Owner
	Property Owner
	Relationship to the Applicant, if applicable
	Property Owner’s relationship to the Applicant
	NOTE:  Properties owned by the State of Ohio are only eligible for Phase I assessments.



	Requested Scope of Services. Check all that apply:

	
	☐Phase I Assessment - Indicate the standard or combination of standards requested

	
	☐ASTM/All Appropriate Inquiry
	☐VAP
	☐VAP for Abandoned Gas Station Cleanup Program

	NOTE: If you are unsure which standard to choose please feel free to call our office at 614-644-2924

	
	☐	Lead Based Paint Survey

	
	☐
	Asbestos Survey

	
	☐
	Phase II Assessment – Screening and/or Supplement Work

	
	☐
	Phase II Assessment requested for the Abandoned Gas Station Cleanup Program 

	
	
	☐	Phase II /Release detection/Geophysical
	☐	Class C release form

	
	☐
	Ecological Assessment – Surface water quality assessment

	Summarize scope of services requested: 

	Enter summary of services
	Workplan: If available, provide a workplan for the requested services as Exhibit 2




	Project Timeline

	Define the timeline/deadline for completion of the requested services (i.e. project deadlines, pending sale of property, grant requirements etc.)

	Enter Requested timeline and explanation







SECTION 2 – PROPERTY INFORMATION

	Property Information

	Property Name Aliases 
(former or common name(s) for the property)
	Enter Other Property Names
	Size of the property (acres)
	Enter Property Acres 
	Latitude and Longitude (decimal degrees)
	Enter Latitude and Longitude
	
Parcel Number(s)
	Enter Parcel Number(s)


	Property Location Map
	

	
	☐	Property location provided on a 8.5”x11” image which contains a clearly delineated property boundary on top of a high resolution aerial photograph or a USGS 7.5 minute topographic map included as Exhibit 3



	Property History 

	Previous Land Use(s) – check all that apply
	

	☐ Industrial
	☐ Commercial
	☐ Retail

	☐ Mixed-Use
	☐ Residential
	☐ Institutional

	☐ Gas Station
	☐ Landfill/Dump
	☐ Other

	
	If Other or Mixed-Use is checked, please describe:
	Enter Description
	General History Description
	Provide a brief overview of the Property history

	Enter brief Property history


	Physical Hazards
	

	Are there physical hazards at the property and/or impediments to completing the requested services? (i.e. unsafe buildings/structures, rubble/debris covering the property)
	Select Yes or No 
	
	If Yes, provide a brief explanation:
	Enter Brief Explanation 



SECTION 2 – PROPERTY INFORMATION cont.

	Human Health and/or Ecological Concerns

	Are there potential threats to human health and safety or ecological concerns at this property? 
Check all that apply.

	☐	The property is currently occupied. (residents, tenants, employees)

	☐	The property poses a physical hazard to trespassers, or is an attractive nuisance.

	☐	The property may be affecting residents or employees at adjacent properties.

	☐	The property includes or is adjacent to a sensitive ecological area (i.e. stream, river, or wetland).



	Previous Assessments

	What, if any, assessment work was previously conducted? If any items below are checked provide a copy of the documentation with the application as Exhibit 4

	☐	Phase I assessment

	☐	Phase II assessment

	☐	Asbestos/Lead Based Paint Survey

	☐	Ecological Survey

	☐	Other: Provide a brief explanation below

	
	Enter Explanation




SECTION 2 – FINANCIAL RESOURCES AND REDEVELOPMENT PLANS

	Identify all other brownfield funding resources previously expended and/or currently available for the project. Check all that apply.

	☐	Federal brownfield assessment funding

	☐	Federal brownfield cleanup funding

	☐	State brownfield funding – grants or loans

	☐	Local brownfield funding – grants or loans

	For each item checked above identify the funding source, amount and activities performed:

	Enter funding source, amount and activities
	If no items above are checked provide an explanation why funding is sought thru this State program rather than the competitive Federal brownfield grant program (e.g. project requires expeditious timeline for data/information, Phase I required for property transaction, limited sampling required, etc.)


	Enter Project explanation



	What are the redevelopment plans for the property? Check all that apply.

	☐	A confirmed end user is in place. If checked, provide a brief description below of the planned end use.

	
	Enter End Use Description
	☐	A developer is in place but no final end users confirmed.

	☐	The Project is included in a local development plan and will be evaluated for redevelopment options

	☐	The Project is not included in a local development plan, and not under evaluation for development

	☐	Other. Provide a brief explanation below:

	
	Enter Explanation.



	Project Synopsis

	Provide a brief overview of the plans for the property and the redevelopment potential.  Include any specific information regarding future property transfer, development interest and/or any known end users or developers.  


	Enter brief overview



SECTION 3 – Additional Property Information 
(NOTE: Information provided in this section is not required for application review purposes, however, is utilized on the Ohio Brownfield Inventory. Please provide any available information to the best of your knowledge.)

	Current Zoning
	Enter Current Zoning
	Vacancy Status
	Choose an item.
	
	If Partially Occupied / Under-utilized provide the percentage currently in use

	Enter Percentage Utilized

	Current Land Use
	Choose an item.
	
	If Mixed-Use or Other, please describe: 
	Enter Description
	
	Number of Usable Buildings and 
Total Square Footage
	Enter Number of Buildings	Enter Total Building Square Footage
	Utilities Available – check all that apply
	

	
	☐Water 
	☐Electric
	☐Telecom Service

	
	☐Sewer
	☐Natural Gas
	☐Broadband

	
	☐Other, provide description
	Enter Description
	Property Accessibility: Provide name and approximate distance to major roads, rail, airports, rivers

	Enter major roadways and proximity	Enter airports and proximity
	Enter rail line/spurs and proximity	Enter major rivers and proximity
	Accessibility to pedestrians and public transportation

	Is the property accessible to pedestrians?
	Is the property served by public transit?

	☐ Yes
	☐ No
	☐ Yes -  Enter Type
	☐ No



	Previous Property Owners 

	Company Name
	Owner Name
	Operation Description
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Appendix A – Sample Request Cover Letter
[APPLICANT LETTERHEAD]

[DATE]

Site Assistance and Brownfield Revitalization Program
Division of Environmental Response and Revitalization
Ohio Environmental Protection Agency
50 West Town Street, Suite 700
P.O. Box 1049
Columbus, Ohio 43216‐1049

Re: 	Targeted Brownfield Assessment
	[PROJECT NAME]

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

[APPLICANT] requests assistance from the targeted brownfield assessment (TBA) program for the [PROJECT NAME] project located at [PROPERTY ADDRESS].  Based on the information provided, [APPLICANT] believes that the project is eligible for TBA funding.

The assessment work requested for the project is outlined in the attached Application Form.
I understand that if Ohio EPA also determines that this project is eligible for TBA funding, an Ohio EPA brownfield coordinator may contact me regarding details about conducting the assessment including any project kickoff meetings that may be necessary to facilitate this request.

The [APPLICANT]’s contact for this project will be [PROJECT CONTACT NAME].  You may reach our project contact at [PROJECT CONTACT'S PHONE NUMBER] or via e-mail at [PROJECT CONTACT’S E-MAIL ADDRESS].

Sincerely,

[NAME OF AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE]
[TITLE OF AUHTORIZED REPRESENTATIVE]

Attachments: 	Application Form and Exhibits


Appendix B – Sample Access Agreement


CONSENT TO ACCESS

By authorized signature, Ohio EPA and the (Applicant Name), including their representatives and contractors, are hereby given consent to enter property owned by (Property Owner(s)) located at (Address, City, Zip) (Co. Parcel #).  This property is the location of the former (NAME OF SITE).  Consent to enter the property is requested in order to conduct activities described below.  By providing this consent, the authorized signatory does not waive or otherwise compromise the property owner's rights under federal, state, or local law, nor under common law, with the exception of those rights waived in giving consent.  

Activities which may be conducted on the above property by Ohio EPA and the (Applicant Name), including their representatives and contractors, include, but are not limited to, the following:    

1) Site Visits;

2) Phase I Property Assessment activities;

3) Asbestos Survey, Lead Based Paint Survey and/or Geophysical Survey activities;

4) Installation of monitoring wells;

5) Sampling of soil, ground water, soil-gas, indoor air, surface water, or sediment;

6) Return to the property for re-sampling or additional sampling of any of the above.


Ohio EPA and its representatives will exert their best effort to esthetically restore any portion of the property substantially disturbed by its activities to its previous condition, after completion of the above described activities.


 
	


	Click here to enter a date.

Signature of Property Owner	 	

	Enter Name	Enter Telephone #

Printed or Typed Name	of Property Owner		  			


	Enter Address, City, State, Zip Code

		Address of Property Owner

Appendix C – Brownfield Inventory Permission Forms


Local Government or Private Entity Permission Form
	
By submitting the information included with its completed Ohio Brownfield Inventory Application, the Local Government or Private Entity designated below, through its undersigned representative, gives permission for Ohio EPA to include the information with the Ohio Brownfield Inventory.  With regard to the brownfield property that is the subject of the application, the Local Government or Private Entity __owns / ___ does not own the property in its entirety (check one – if any portion of the property is not owned by the Local Government or Private Entity, the Local Government or Private Entity must obtain the written permission of each property owner (see Property Owner Permission Form) and include the written permission with the submitted application). 

The Local Government or Private Entity acknowledges that the application information is made available to interested parties through the Ohio Brownfield Inventory posted on Ohio EPA’s website and as a public record pursuant to Ohio public records law.  Further, the Local Government or Private Entity acknowledges that the responsibility to provide Ohio EPA with updated property and application information remains with the Local Government or Private Entity.

It is so agreed:


_____________________________________________________________		____________
(Signature of authorized Local Government or Private Entity representative)		Date
		
___________________________________________________
(Printed/typed name of the authorized representative, job title)

_____________________________________
(Printed/typed Name of Local Government or Private Entity)





Appendix C – Brownfield Inventory Permission Forms


Property Owner’s Permission Form
Instructions:  If any party other than the property owner submits a property to the Brownfield Inventory, the owner of the “brownfield” property may grant permission for a local government or private entity (“Local Government or Private Entity”) to include information about the property in an Ohio Brownfield Inventory Application.  Through an Ohio Brownfield Inventory Application, the property owners and Local Government or Private Entity are requesting Ohio EPA to make the application information available to interested parties, including a website posting.  To grant permission, each parcel owner needs to provide to the Local Government or Private Entity a Property Owner’s Permission Form completed for each parcel.  The Local Government or Private Entity may then include the completed forms in the application it submits to Ohio EPA.   The Property Owner’s Permission form needs to be submitted only if the Local Government or Private Entity does not own the property.  

* * *

List for the brownfield property:

Parcel No(s): 
	Enter Parcel Numbers   


                                                                                                             


 
                                                                 
Property Address(es):  
	Enter Property Address(es)





           

Name of the property owner(s):  
	Enter Property Owner(s) Name



     

Each owner of the above-described property, through its undersigned representative, gives permission both to:

· Enter Name of Local Government or Private Entity (the “Local Government or Private Entity“) – to submit to Ohio EPA  an Ohio Brownfield Inventory Application for the property; and

· Ohio EPA – to include the application information with the Ohio Brownfield Inventory, which may include posting the information on Ohio EPA’s web site and otherwise making the information available to interested parties as a public record pursuant to Ohio public records law.  



Further, each owner, through its undersigned representative, acknowledges that after the submission of an Ohio Brownfield Inventory Application for the property, an Owner would need to make, as necessary, updates to the application information in coordination with and through the Local Government or Private Entity.  The Local Government or Private Entity may submit the updated information to Ohio EPA with a request to update the Ohio Brownfield Inventory.

It is so agreed:


______________________________________________	________________
(Signature of owner’s authorized representative)			Date	

____________________________________________    ___
(Printed/typed name of the authorized representative, job title)

[Include a signature block for each owner, as needed.]
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