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Rickenbacker  
Rickenbacker Air National Guard Base (ANGB) is located 12 miles southeast of the city of 
Columbus, Ohio, just east of the Village of Lockbourne. The base was established in 1942 in a 
rural/residential area. Rickenbacker ANGB was the former Lockbourne Air Force Base. The 
base was realigned in 1994. 

In 1984, part of the Base was transferred to Rickenbacker Port Authority for use as a private 
and commercial airstrip. The remaining property was listed as a BRAC (Base Realignment and 
Closure) base in 1991 and was proposed for the National Priorities List by the U.S. EPA. 

Most of the environmental work is completed at Rickenbacker. Five sites are currently in 
operation and maintenance (O&M). These are Site 2 - Bulk Storage Tank Farm, Site 21 - 
Leaking Drum and Oil Change Area at Water Treatment Plant, Site 41 - Oil-Water Separator at 
Building 848, Site 42 - Jet Engine Test Stand and Site 43 - Test Cell Hush House. Among the 
contaminants are benzene and chlorinated solvents. Thallium has been detected at three of 
the sites in ground water. 

In addition to the above work, there are two locations undergoing O&M work to address ground 
water contamination caused by the use of jet and aviation fuel. The two locations are the 1942 
Fuel Line, Segment G and Pump houses 898 and 899. 

Approximately 300 acres are left to transfer to Rickenbacker Port Authority. Remediation areas 
will remain under the control of the Air Force Base Conversion Agency until transfer.  

Related Links:  Former Lockbourne Air Force Base  
ATSDR’s Public Health Assessment 

For non-environmental information:  121st Air Refueling Wing 

 

For environmental questions contact: 

Diana Bynum  
Ohio EPA  CDO/DERR 
50 West Town Street, Suite 700 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
(614) 728-3826  
  
 

http://www.rickenbacker.org/home.asp
http://www.epa.ohio.gov/portals/30/FFS/docs/fuds/LockbourneAFB.pdf
http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/HAC/PHA/rickenbacker/ric_toc.html
http://www.ohcolu.ang.af.mil/
http://www.epa.ohio.gov/portals/30/FFS/docs/FFS%20STAFF.pdf

