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To: State Emergency Response Commission (SERC) 
 
From: Jeff Beattie, OEPA-RTK through Cindy DeWulf, DAPC & SERC Co-Chair 
 
Subject: June 9th, 2010 SERC Meeting Minutes 
 
Date: July 21st, 2010 
**************************************************************************************************** 
The June 9th, 2010 State Emergency Response Commission (SERC) meeting was 
called to order at the Ohio Emergency Management Agency by Cindy DeWulf, SERC 
Co-Chair (Ohio EPA). 
 
14 Voting Members were present: 
Cindy DeWulf, Ohio EPA, SERC Co-Chair  
Mel House, Ohio EMA, SERC Co-Chair (Alternate) 
Randy Van Dyne, Environmental Representative 
Tim Kern, AG Office 
Brian Gallagher, EMA/LEPC Representative 
William Bishilany, Elected Official Representative 
Willie Brantingham, Volunteer Firefighters’ Association 
Al Phillips, Ohio Department of Transportation 
Dan Fisher, Public Utilities Commission of Ohio 
Rick Hoffman, Professional Firefighters’ Association Representative 
Mike Taylor, Ohio Department of Natural Resources 
Raenell Nagel, Environmental Representative 
Nancy Osborn, Ottawa County Health Commissioner, County Interest 
Lt. Shawn Davis, State Highway Patrol (Alternate) 
 
5 Voting Members were absent: 
Frank Conway, State Fire Marshal’s Office 
Industry Representative (Vacant) 
Ohio Fire Chiefs’ Association (Vacant) 
Steve Wagner, Ohio Department of Health 
Jack Pounds, Ohio Chemistry Technology 
 
Waive the 24 Hour Rule: 
Randy Van Dyne made the motion, seconded by Rick Hoffman, that the 24-hour rule be 
waived.  
 
          Record of Vote:       10 -For 
                                           0- Against 
                                           0- Abstain 
 
Approval of April 14th, 2010 SERC Meeting Minutes: 
Cindy DeWulf asked for a motion to accept the April 14th, 2010 SERC meeting minutes. 
A motion was made by Brian Gallagher. Motion to accept was seconded by Dan Fisher. 
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          Record of Vote:      10 -For 
                                           0 -Against 
                                           0 -Abstain 
 
Mel House, Raenell Nagel, Al Phillips, and Brian Gallagher arrived at meeting. 
 
SERC Committee Reports: 
 
Executive: 
Cindy started off reminding that current SERC members must take ethics training once 
a year and you can register on-line at the Governor’s Office web site at 
http://www.governor.ohio.gov/Default.aspx?tabid=98 
 
Cindy wanted to thank the members for submitting the financial disclosure forms to the 
Governors Office and that the SERC did pay the disclosure form registration fee for all. 
 
On behalf of the committee, Cindy continues to work with the Governors Office to get 
replacements in place for the two SERC vacant positions previously held by Al Gruber 
(Fire) and Vernon Higaski (Industry). 
 
Tim Kern is close to finalizing a document that addresses the SERC statewide database 
being released in copies to other federal and state agencies. The basis is ensuring that 
certain restrictions are in place that address potential freedom of information request 
made to those federal and state agencies. We have trade secret and location 
confidential information to be concerned with and need to ensure that the requesters 
are aware of that.  
 
The committee reviewed and discussed the three (3) LEPC Excellence Award 
applications that were forwarded to the committee by the Operations and Issues 
Committee. The Executive Committee decided to award Medina County the award in 
the category of exercise. The basis was the 16-county exercise that was joint with the 
State of Ohio. The County will receive $5,000 and will be recognized at the upcoming 
LEPC statewide Conference. 
 
Cindy stated that the Committee has a concern about LEPC(s) who maintain and 
continue not doing things year to year, such as having their LEPC Plan in 
non-concurrence for 2/3 continuous years. The Committee would like to have the 
Administration and Funding and Operations and Issues Committees discuss the issue 
and come up with potential ideas or solutions to try and fix the issue. Nancy osborn 
asked what currently happens to such LEPC(s) who do not have a concurred with Plan 
or does not exercise. Cindy stated that currently they receive a deduction in SERC grant 
funding and the state agencies try to provide them with assistance to get the situation 
corrected. Tin Kern will do a legal review to see if the LEPC may be opening 
themselves up from a legal perspective say from a citizen group suing the LEPC or 
County Commissioners for not having a plan in concurrence.  
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Ohio EMA has asked that the Administration and Funding Committee meet with the 
Ohio EMA Grants group to get organized with the HMEP grant since USDOT has 
placed numerous new reporting requirements in place for that grant.      
 
 
Administrative & Funding:    
Cindy stated that the Administration & Funding Committee did not meet prior to today’s 
SERC meeting.  
 
Cindy introduced SERC resolution 2010-79, SFY 2011 LEPC and Fire Training Grant 
that outlines the funding formula used to distribute the upcoming LEPC grants. Jeff 
Beattie stated that the formula is the same as used and approved by SERC for the past 
7 plus years. Willie Brantingham made a motion to approve said resolution as 
introduced. Rick Hoffman seconded the motion. No discussion.  
 
               Record of Vote:  14- For 
                                           0- Against 
                                           0- Abstain 
 
Cindy then introduced SERC Resolution 2010-80, SFY 2011 Funding Ohio EMA that 
outlines how Ohio EMA will split the 20% state allocation award with Ohio EPA. Randy 
Van Dyne made a motion to accept as outlined. Seconded by Al Phillips. No discussion. 
 
               Record of Vote:  13- For 
                                           0- Against 
                                           0- Abstain (Mel House/Ohio EMA) 
 
Cindy then introduced SERC Resolution 2010-81, SFY 2011 Funding Ohio EPA that 
outlines how Ohio EPA will split the 20% state allocation award with Ohio EMA. William 
Bishilany made a motion to accept as outlined. Seconded by Al Phillips. No discussion. 
 
               Record of Vote:  13- For 
                                           0- Against 
                                           0- Abstain (Cindy DeWulf/Ohio EPA) 
 
Operations & Issues: 
Brian Galligher stated that the Committee met up in Mansfield. They started the meeting 
by reviewing the 6 LEPC Excellence Award applications and recommended three 
(Medina, Auglaize, and Delaware) applications be forwarded to the Executive 
Committee for final selection.  
 
The committee briefly talked about cost recovery and whether or where it may fall onto 
LEPC activities. Tim Kern stated that SERC should not provide any direct SERC 
approved cost recovery type guidance. Cost recovery language (ORC 3745-13)  is 
there for the local prosecutors and political subdivision’s. SERC can provide informal 
education and referencing for assistance, but no direct guidance or guidelines. Don 
McDonald (Stark County) asked if the state’s TAC group is doing something with the 
cost recovery issue. Mel House was not sure but thinks they may just be taking a simple 
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generic look at the issue. Cost recovery entails a lot of issues that include FEMA, state, 
and local interests. The infamous home rule also comes into play. Tim kern mentioned 
that if a public entity, say such as SERC, develops a standard or guidance, then it sets 
a precedent with such publication and then has to back it up when the standard is 
challenged in the courts.  
 
Training and Education:  
Willie Brantingham stated that the committee met briefly this morning of the SERC 
meeting. Finalizing the upcoming LEPC Statewide Conference scheduled for August 
11th/12th. The conference has scrapped the vendor idea at an off-site location.  
 
Willie continued and stated that Frank Conway, as he heard it, may be coming back part 
time at the Fire Academy around June 21st.  
 
Agency Reports: 
 
EMA 
Mel House stated that there are 27 LEPC Exercises up for SFY 2010 Exercise 
Concurrence. William Bishilany made a motion to approve Resolutions 2010-51 thru 
 -77as documented. Randy Van Dyne seconded the motion. No discussion.  
 
               Record of Vote:  14- For 
                                           0- Against 
                                           0- Abstain 
 
Mel House stated that there is 1 LEPC  Plan up for SFY 2011 Plan Concurrence 
(Morrow County). Brian Gallagher made a motion to approve Resolutions 2010-78 as 
documented. Al Phillips seconded the motion. No discussion.  
 
               Record of Vote:  14- For 
                                           0- Against 
                                           0- Abstain 
                                        
EPA 
Cindy DeWulf introduced LEPC 2009-11 LEPC Membership Appointment, 
Resolutions 2010-82 thru -93, appointing LEPC memberships to 12 planning 
districts as documented. Nancy Osborn made a motion to approve. Willie Brantingham 
seconded the motion.  
 
               Record of Vote:  14- For 
                                           0- Against 
                                           0- Abstain 
 
LEPC meeting  minutes were provided for Auglaize, Cuyahoga, Hamilton, Lucas, 
Mahoning, and Montgomery-Greene counties. 
   
ODNR 
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No Report. 
 
PUCO 
No report. 
 
BM_1_ 
 
Health 
Not in attendance. 
 
SHP 
No report. 
 
SFM 
Not in attendance. 
 
ODOT 
No Report. 
 
AGO 
No Report. 
 
Other 
A request was made to SERC if an LEPC can use a pipeline incident as an approved 
type exercise scenario. Tim Kern will review the exercise regulatory language and will 
contact Mel House. 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 


