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Ohio EPA Awards $3 Million From Community Benefit Fund 
To Help Impacted Communities Around Countywide Landfill 

 
New police and fire vehicles, parks and ball fields, roads and sidewalks, and many other 

civic projects are on the way to southern Stark and northern Tuscarawas counties.  Ohio EPA 
Director Chris Korleski has allocated $3 million in civil penalty money to more than 50 projects that 
will benefit communities once impacted by nuisance odors emanating from Countywide Landfill in 
East Sparta.   

 
“It is truly satisfying to know better days are ahead for the more than two dozen 

municipalities and non-profit organizations receiving money,” said Korleski.  “Many of these 
projects promise to benefit the region for generations to come.”  

 
The money was made possible through a September 2009 legal agreement between the 

State of Ohio and Countywide’s owners, Republic Services of Ohio.  The settlement provided a 
long-term plan for Countywide’s future operation and management after an underground aluminum 
dross reaction/fire at the landfill caused foul odors to repeatedly impact nearby communities.  As 
part of the civil penalty paid by Republic, $3 million was set aside for the Countywide Community 
Benefit Fund. 

 
Korleski asked a project consideration and screening committee comprised of local elected 

officials to review all requests for funding and make recommendations based on the each project’s 
potential to do the greatest good for the largest number of people.  Korleski approved the 
committee’s recommendations as submitted.  Recipients include local governments, business 
associations, and numerous non-profits including the boy scouts, a women’s club, an historical 
society and the American Legion.  

 
“We appreciate Director Korleski’s willingness to let the locals determine the needs of our 

respective communities,” said Bolivar mayor and screening committee member Rebecca Hubble.  
“The committee believes this effort will restore a much-needed faith that government can work for 
the people.”  

 
“The screening committee did an excellent job reviewing and recommending projects that 

will improve the quality of life in the Tusky Valley,” said Korleski.  “In some cases, local matching 
funds will extend the money even further.”   

 
Additional information on the selected projects is available through the screening committee 

by contacting Mayor Hubble at 330-874-3717. 
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Below is a list of the recipients, projects selected and money awarded through the 
Countywide Community Benefit Fund.  That is followed by the June 1, 2010, letter from Ohio EPA 
Director Chris Korleski to the project consideration and screening committee with his thoughts on 
allocating money from the community benefit fund.  

   
 
RECIPIENT                            PROJECT                AMOUNT FUNDED 
 
 
Village of Bolivar   Ohio and Erie Canal Towpath Trail   $320,000 
     Burfield Property Waterline Project   $100,000 
 
Tri-Division Ambulance District  Replace Ambulance     $100,800 
 
East Sparta Volunteer Fire Dept. Replace Fire Engine     $211,500 
     Purchase Off-road Rescue Vehicle   $  18,000 
     Renovate Building     $  40,000 
 
Lawrence Township Trustees  River Community Park     $324,000 
 
Stark County Engineer   Joint Road Repair Project    $100,000 
 
Pike Township Trustees   Purchase Tractor with Tiger Boom Mower  $  60,214 
     Replace Pick-up Truck     $  21,118 
     Construct Salt Storage Barn    $110,000 
     Restore Melscheimer Building    $  65,000 
     Purchase Electronic Comm. Notification/Info. Sign $  29,833 
     Purchase D571 Digital Audio Recorder   $    7,103 
 
Village of East Sparta   Replace Police Cruiser     $  32,000 
     Replace Water Department Pick-up Truck  $  28,612 
     Repair Pool/Upgrade Sandy Valley Community Park $  65,250 
 
Bethlehem Township Trustees  Repair Riverdale Road     $100,000 
     Towpath Trail Connector Project    $  70,000 
 
Tusc. River B.V. Watershed Council Sole Source Protection of Tusc. River B.V. Aquifer  $130,000 
 
American Legion Auxiliary Post 244 Repair Building      $  30,000 
     Flag Program      $    5,873 
 
Friends of Fort Laurens   Rebuild Historic Fort Laurens and Block House  $165,000 
 
Father & Son Hunt Club   New Range and Fencing    $  22,800 
 
Pike Grange    Replace Flooring     $  13,000 
 
Tusc. Co. Conv. & Visitors Bureau Flush Toilets for Fort Laurens Park/Towpath Trail $  80,000 
 
Pike Township Historical Society Log Cabin Project     $  15,400 
 
East Sparta Women’s Club  Stabilize and Restore Town Pump (Historic Landmark)  $  10,000 
 
Lawrence Twp. Joint Rec. District Replace Pump and Filter    $  50,000 
     Replace Life Guard Chair    $  10,000 
     Fence Around Shelter     $    5,000 
     Security Lighting     $    2,000 
     Purchase Commercial Freezer    $    3,000 



Tri-County Trail Association  Purchase Mower, Weedeater and 8’x10’ Shed  $    3,900 
     Purchase 10 Picnic Tables    $    1,800 
     Expand Campground/Improve Roadway   $  13,600 
 
 
 
Tuscarawas Valley Local Schools Renovate Primary Playground    $  60,000 
     Security Surveillance     $  30,000 
     Technical Upgrades     $  22,000 
     Upgrade Gymnasium Bleachers    $  20,000 
 
Magnolia Area Historical Society  Renovate Building     $    8,000 
 
Zoar Fire Department   Purchase Generator     $    8,000 
 
Village of Zoar    Sidewalks on Main Street    $140,000 
 
Community Business Association Purchase Electronic Community Notification/Info. Sign $  25,000 
 
Sandy Valley Baseball   Purchase and Expand Farber Road Field  $160,000 
     East Sparta Little League Project   $110,000 
     Girls Softball Yearly Expenses    $  20,000 
 
Zoarville Waterworks   Manage Storm Water     $    2,250 
 
Waynesburg Historical Society  Purchase Historical Building    $  10,000 
 
East Sparta Business & Civic Assoc. Repair Bandstand     $  10,667 
 
Boy Scout Troop 38   Camping Supplies/Equipment and AED   $  10,000 
 
TOTAL:                 $3,000,000 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 

 


