Ohio Environmental Education Fund
New Mini Grant Awards, Fall 2016

In the fall, 2016 application cycle, Ohio EPA awarded the following six new mini grants,
for a total of $22,030.

Ohio Northern University — Chemistry and Biochemistry, “Blanchard River Report
Card,” F-17M-003, $800, Allen, Hancock, Hardin and Putnam Counties, Audience:
General Public, Contact: Christopher Spiese, c-spiese.1@onu.edu, 419-772-2365.

Supports a one-day sampling event by ONU and Blanchard River Watershed
Partnership (BRWP) volunteers, using EPA methods to test current levels of
nitrogen and phosphorus. The results will be used to update a 2012 watershed
Report Card, to see whether best management practices installed since then are
having the desired effect. The new Report Card brochure will be distributed to at
least 500 residents at county fairs and other events in the four counties (Hardin,
Allen, Putnam, and Hancock), to help them understand that the Blanchard River
faces many of the same issues as Lake Erie: high nutrient levels, reduced
biodiversity, and excess sediment loads. The brochure will also be mailed to
elected officials and policymakers.

Eastgate Regional Council of Governments, “You are Here — A Snapshot of the
Yellow Creek Watershed,” F-17M-004, $5,000, Mahoning County, Audience: Pre-
School to University (grades 3-12), Contact: Stephanie Dyer, sdyer@eastgatecog.orq,
234-254-1520.

Provides permanent, educational watershed signage at strategic locations within
the Phase Il urbanized areas of the Yellow Creek watershed, Mahoning County.
Information displayed on each sign will provide target audiences with 1) a sense
of understanding and place by identifying what a watershed is and where they
are located at that point within the Yellow Creek watershed, 2) a sense of
responsibility in order to protect surface waters, especially the watershed's
surface drinking water lakes, from nonpoint sources of pollution and 3)simple
solutions ("good housekeeping measures") to help improve the watershed's
water quality and protect the surface drinking water sources. This project is an
educational component of the 2015 state endorsed Yellow Creek Watershed
Action Plan and will target the Phase Il regulated communities of Poland Village
and Poland township, as well as Mill Creek MetroParks. Project has the potential
to reach over 1,966 students and 35,000 visitors to the municipal forest and
Yellow Creek Park. A number of local jurisdictions, park and school districts are
collaborating to install the signs and distribute the brochures.
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Toledo Botanical Garden, “Water Pollution & Runoff Training,” F-17M-005, $1,282,
Lucas County, Audience: Pre-School to University (grades 2-9), Contact: Hannah
Halfhill, hannah.halfhill@toledogarden.org, 419-720-8714.

Toledo Botanical Garden (TBG) will host a one day, six-hour training for 25
elementary school teachers from grades 2-9 that will provide hands-on lessons
about pollution in waterways, and how to manage runoff in an urban
environment. These lessons will utilize key aspects from Project WET as well as
resources at TBG, and teachers will be given curriculum materials to take back to
their classrooms in order to effectively teach water management and best
practices for keeping the local watershed clean. A rain garden demonstration and
a "take action" project are planned for each classroom.

Kamm'’s Corners Development Corporation, “Kamm’s Corners Public Parking Lot
Green Infrastructure Retrofit,” F-17M-006, $5,000, Cuyahoga County, Audience:
General Public, Contact: Ben Cambell, ben.cambell@kammscorners.com, 216-252-
6559.

Kamm's Corners Development Corporation (KCDC), a nonprofit dedicated to the
betterment of the Kamm's Corners neighborhood in urban Cleveland, will modify
their existing neighborhood public parking lot located behind their popular "town
center" at Lorain Avenue and Rocky River Drive with 2,700 square feet of bio-
retention areas. These will be installed within existing low spots of the 1.26 acre
lot. KCDC will perform long term maintenance/education during and after
construction. KCDC will train local businesses & residents on the potential
installation of similar cost-effective stormwater Best Management Practices
(BMPs) on their properties, and how to benefit from the Northeast Ohio Regional
Sewer District’'s stormwater fee credit program. Project includes design, printing
and installation of 2 interpretive signs, fact sheets, infiltration testing and
"bioretention bags" containing plants/seeds and copies of residential raingarden
guides, for distribution to residents at the local farmers’ market.

Ohio University, Department of Geography, “Stormwater to Smartphone: Digital Rain
Garden Monitoring for Stormwater Education,” F-17M-009, $4,948, Athens County,
Audience: General Public, Contact: Amy J. Lynch, lyncha@ohio.edu, 740-593-1100.

This project will provide the general public, local government agencies, university
students, and property owners and developers with unique and valuable
information on the impact of rain garden installations as stormwater management
strategies. It uses the first low-cost digital sensors designed for rain garden
monitoring to make real time water quality and quantity information available to
the public on an associated website, along with information on its interpretation
and importance and links to Project WET EE to facilitate classroom education.
The project will also include videos on stormwater, rain gardens, and the sensor
design and installation process and an interpretive sign and posters that detail
the function of the rain gardens and invite visitors to pull out their smartphones to


mailto:hannah.halfhill@toledogarden.org
mailto:ben.cambell@kammscorners.com
mailto:lyncha@ohio.edu

access the monitoring website and learn more. Project has the potential to reach
180 people daily who visit the rain garden and over 24,000 local residents,
students, developers, property owners and local government leaders.

Light on the Land Services, LLC, “Using Biochar to Recover Excess Nutrients in Dairy
Wastewater,” F-17M-011, $5,000, Statewide, Audience: Regulated Community,
Contact: Scott Bagley, scott@Ilsathens.com, 740-818-4017.

This project will introduce dairy farmers to the various ways biochar can be
integrated into their farming operations in order to reduce the nutrient contents of
effluents so they can be safely dispersed on local pastures and fields. We will
develop case studies and a website that highlights how biochar works for manure
management, as well as the ways it improves soil productivity and long-term
carbon sequestration. We will engage dairy farmers through an exhibit at one of
their main gatherings, the Ohio Spring Dairy Expo. Our goal would then be to use
resources developed during the project as a foundation for proposing talks and
presentations at additional workshops, conferences, and expos (Ohio State Fair,
Manure Science Review, and Farm Science Review, for example). We would
also intend to build on this to provide educational content related the role biochar
can play in other animal farming operations such as poultry houses and feed lots.
Project could reach all of Ohio’s 2,500 plus dairy farmers.

For more information, contact:

Ohio EPA Office of Environmental Education
http://epa.ohio.gov/oee

oeef@epa.ohio.qgov

(614) 644-2873
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