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Ohio Environmental Education Fund

Mini Grants Awarded in State Fiscal Year 2002
In the Fall, 2001, and Spring, 2002, grant rounds, the OEEF awarded the following 22 mini grants, for a total of $95,206.00.  (One additional mini grant awarded was declined by the grantee.) 
Lancaster City Schools ( Agricultural Science Department, Upper Hocking Watershed Youth Project, $2,483, Fairfield County, Audience K-12 (High School and Elementary), #02M-003 

High school stream sampling and watershed monitoring project, with assistance from local soil and water conservation district and county extension office.  High school students will present their research results to ten workshops for 1500 elementary students, and to civic groups and community agencies, with the aid of EnviroScape tabletop models of wetlands and hazardous materials pollution.   

Continental Local Schools, Continental Environmental Learning Lab, $5,000, Putnam County, Audience K-12 (Elementary), #02M-005

Equips the first outdoor learning laboratory at any school in the county, with vegetation to be designed and selected by students working with master gardeners, the county soil and water conservation district, and others in the community. Provides trees and shrubs, soil amendments, microscopes, a work table and fencing for the site.  Other donors and collaborators are providing teacher workshops to enhance curriculum, gardening supplies, mulch, perennials, pond construction, and consultant services on site development.   

Cleveland Metroparks, Project Watershed, $5,000, Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lake, Lorain, Medina and Summit Counties, Audience: General Public, #02M-006

Provides laminated watershed wall maps and EnviroScape tabletop teaching models on nonpoint source pollution for six nature centers, and training in their use for 20 naturalists and local teachers, as part of a broad initiative to enhance environmental education program offerings tailored to diverse audiences.  Collaborators include Chagrin River Watershed Partners, Cuyahoga River Remedial Action Plan, Cuyahoga Soil and Water Conservation District, Mill Creek Watershed Partnership, and Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District.

Mill Creek Watershed Council, Using Watershed Signage and Educational Outreach to Promote Watershed Awareness in Residents in Southwestern Ohio, $4,347, Hamilton County, Audience; General Public, #02M-012

Provides materials and signs for a watershed awareness demonstration program in Colerain Township, featuring impacts of daily activities such as household hazardous waste disposal and landscaping practices on the watershed, and suggested best management practices such as composting, integrated pest management, and alternative disposal.  Installs watershed signs at 20 key stream crossings.  Collaborators includes the Miami University Institute of Environmental Sciences, Watershed Signage Group of Southwest Ohio, and Colerain Township officials.  

Hamilton County Soil and Water Conservation District, Hamilton County Waterfest 2002, $5,000, Hamilton County, Audience K-12 (elementary),  #02M-014

Provides speakers and student supplies for a one-day program to educate 2,000 5th grade students and their teachers about local water quality issues.  Many local organizations are collaborating, including the Hamilton County Environmental Services, Metropolitan Sewer District, Greater Cincinnati Water Works, ORSANCO.

Greater Cincinnati Occupational Health Center, Community-Based Brownfield Education Project, $5,000, Hamilton County, Audience General Public, #02M-015

Funds the development of a Citizens( Guide to Brownfield Identification, Cleanup and Redevelopment based on a survey of public understanding.  Also funds a town hall discussion and presentations at three community meetings to heighten public awareness of brownfield site health and cleanup issues.  Ohio Environmental Council is a collaborator.

The Graham School, (untitled), $4,996, Franklin County, Audience K-12 (High School), #02M-019

Provides scientific instruments and supplies to enable 250 charter high school students to participate in the Global Learning and Observations to Benefit the Environment (GLOBE) program sponsored by NOAA, through recording observations of local environmental conditions and sharing with an international database on the Internet.  Data collection protocols will be incorporated into courses on Ohio streams, science journalism, digital 

design, and community mapping.   Collabotators include advisors from OSU, ODNR, Instructional Technologies of Central Ohio and partner learning sites the Franklin Park Conservatory, COSI, the Ohio Historical Society, and Ohio School for the Blind.  

Toledo Botanical Garden Board, Environmental Exploration and Education for Low-Income Preschoolers, $5,000, Lucas County, Audience K-12 (Preschool), #02M-021

Introduces 800 pre-school children from low-income families in Toledo to environmental sciences through field trips and hands-on gardening activities such as worm composting, soil mixing, and seed planting.  Fall lesson will be based on the children(s story Jack(s Garden by Henry Cole.  Spring lesson will be based on The Snail(s Spell by Joanne Ryder. Teachers will receive worm bins and materials on snail habitat and life cycle materials for accompanying classroom activities.  Toledo-Lucas County Head Start is a collaborator on the project.

Highland West Elementary, Wetland Watchers and Soil Sleuths, $2,000, Morrow County, Audience K-12 (Elementary), #02M-022

Provides an after-school enrichment program for low-income 4th and 5th graders, with 5 weeks on the characteristics of wetlands and 5 weeks on the importance of soils.  Includes activities describing living and nonliving components of wetlands, how plants remove pollutants from water, ground water, types of soil particles, relating the importance of wetland functions to students( daily lives, and participation in wetland enhancement projects.  Students will prepare presentations, computer slide shows and Websites to educate parents and adults.   Morrow County Soil and Water Conservation District is collaborating.

Dayton Society of Natural History, River Quality: Using Technology to Assess and Act, $4,985, Montgomery County, Audience K-12 (High School), #02M-025

The project will expand environmental learning opportunities for ninth grade students by utilizing interactive Distance Learning.  Students at five sites which include the Dayton Public Schools, northmont District Schools, Centerville District Schools, Miamisburg District Schools and Dayton Christian Schools, plus the Museum, will be involved in hands-on water quality monitoring.  The results of the monitoring will be used to explore reasons for specific results and develop and implement and action plan to address the environmental needs identified.

Greene County Park District, Pioneer Boxes, $2,646, Greene County, Audience K-12 (Elementary), #02M-027

Encourages third and fourth grade students to understand how Ohio land has been treated and mistreated by humans since the pioneer days.  The students will take on the role of pioneers by dressing in historic clothing and using period tools and household items.  They will explore how the settlers cleared the land and made use of natural resources for their homes and farms.  They will also study the impacts of humans on the animals native to the area.  Students will record their experiences in journals and use the journals to compare and contrast land use of pioneer times and present day.

B-W Greenway Community Land Trust, Environmental Education of B-W Greenway Community Residents on the Local Food Economy, Wetlands and Land Stewardship, $4,740, Greene and Clark Counties, Audience: General Public, #02M-028

Seeks to promote sustainable land use by educating local residents, farmers and landowners about natural corridor and habitat preservation, surface and groundwater protection, sustainable agriculture and brownfield redevelopment, through a series of newsletters, tours, and a Website.              

Home Builders' Association (HBA) of Mahoning Valley, Rainwater and Land Development Manual training, $5,000.00, May-Dec 2002, Columbiana, Mahoning, and Trumbull Counties, Audience: Regulated Community, #02M‑029
Makes training available to 200 HBA member builders, 79 developers, and 38 landscapers in the use and application of Urban Best Management Practices (BMP's) and the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Division of Soil and Water Conservation's "Rainwater and Land Development Manual". BMP's will be used whenever one or more acres of ground is disturbed. Expectations are that effective application of BMP's could result in soil savings of 160,000 tons or more per year in the Mahoning, Trumbull, and Columbiana county area.

Hamilton to New Baltimore Groundwater Consortium, Groundwater/Surface Water Environmental Education Video, $5,000.00, April‑August 2002,  Butler, Hamilton, and Clermont Counties, Audience: K‑12 (grades 5‑12) and General Public, #02M‑031
Produces a 12‑minute ground/surface water educational video to be used in conjunction with eleven groundwater sand tank models to help increase understanding of  the water cycle and the importance of groundwater as a source of drinking water. The video will illustrate groundwater movement patterns and different types of pollution along with their effects and strategies for prevention and remediation. The program, to be disseminated and evaluated through presentation to 5th‑grade ‑high school students and at various public and community events, proposes a benchmark, after viewing, of 80% improvement in knowledge of groundwater and Sole Source Aquifer issues.

Cincinnati Museum Center, Outdoor Environmental Adventure, $4,969.00, May 2002‑April 2003, Adams, Hamilton, and Montgomery Counties, Audience: K‑12 (Middle and High School), #02M‑038
Will enable two five‑day summer youth programs serving a total of 36 youths, ages 13‑18 to increase awareness of human impact on urban and rural ecosystems. Students will explore natural areas in the Cincinnati area and at the Edge of Appalachia Preserve System. Participating students will gain experiential knowledge and work as museum demonstrator's utilizing their newly acquired knowledge and disseminating information to museum visitors (over 1.4 million in fiscal 2000/2001).

South‑Western City Schools, Holt Crossing Intermediate School, Discovering science, math, and language through an examination of our ecosystem and the interconnectedness of humans and nature, $4,800.00, April 2002‑April 2003, Franklin County, Audience: PreK‑12 (Elementary), #02M‑040
Led by a leadership student group of 150 from six primary classrooms, 840 fifth and sixth‑grade students (ranging from learning disabled to Gifted) from 34 classes will participate in on‑site outdoor learning project. 150 students will measure the site and create workable scale drawings from which 200 students will participate in designing plantings/strategies for supporting butterfly, bird, and wildlife gardens. 300 students will examine human impact on land, water, and air and investigate strategies for sustainable management, then share their findings and experiences with the community through membership and/or involvement with community organizations and compare data from multiple sites. This is intended to be a pilot program for an ongoing yearly project in which students and teachers will choose a specific goal for the garden/plantings each year and track progress from that perspective over the course of the year.

Village of Woodlawn, Woodlawn Elementary Environmental Facility, $3,842.00, April 2002‑April 2003, Hamilton County, Audience: Pre-K‑12 (Elementary), #02M‑044
Establishes a permanent outdoor environmental education facility by developing individual plots for which students will be responsible for restoration over the period of their attendance at the elementary school. The site, adjacent to the west fork of Mill Creek, allows for participating students to observe and develop an understanding of various ecosystems including aquatic, vegetative, and wildlife. The project will involve approximately 200 students and restore approximately one acre from grass to native riparian vegetation, while incorporating the creek into the lessons. The project will create new curriculum, utilize existing curriculum, and will serve as a pilot, or prototype, for similar projects at other facilities.

Heath City Schools Heath High School, Heath Schools South Fork of the Licking River Watershed Project, $5,000.00, Sept 2002‑May 2003, Licking County, Audience: Pre-K‑12 (Middle and High School), #02M‑046
Enables 450 students (grades six‑ten) to engage in hands‑on scientific study through water quality monitoring/testing and hydrology, soil, biologic land cover, and atmospheric/climate activities, research, and data collection. Students will utilize GLOBE data gathering protocols and make decisions about strategies and analysis of data, based on inquiry. Students will develop effective skills for communicating with and increasing awareness in the public community through presentations, demonstrations, the district's Web site and cable television channel, and written reporting. Licking County Soil and Water Conservation District will provide mentorship and instruction using GPS units and GIS information as well as loaning equipment, models, preserved specimens, and macro invertebrate seining kits with kick seines.

Clark County Combined Health District, Mosquito Awareness Education Campaign, $5,000.00, April‑Nov 2002, Clark County, Audience: Regulated Community and General Public, #02M‑048
In response to the discovery of evidence of the West Nile virus in the area, program is designed to educate county residents on life cycle of mosquitoes, potential areas, and health risks associated with mosquito populations. Provides hands‑on training in assessing and monitoring potential mosquito breeding areas and prevention and remediation strategies for controlling mosquito populations. Project to include printed materials, press releases, public service announcements,  demonstrations at the Clark County Fair, and presentations to community groups. 

Bowling Green State University, A Data‑Based Website for Disseminating Environmental Success Stories, $5,000.00, April‑Sept 2002, Audience: General Public, #02M‑049
Creates a Web site offering guidance for environmental educators and supporting information relating to several environmental preservation/conservation successful and innovative approaches: the story of the public purchase and maintenance of a large farm to protect it from development, a community river restoration project involving local industry and habitat restoration, political action/involvement on the part of school children to affect political outcomes and disseminate information, species restoration through grass‑roots efforts in Michigan, and merging cultivation/economic needs of local residents with ongoing needs for biodiversity and forest structures for maintenance of forestland. Information to be disseminated on the Web site through print, pictures, maps, links to other sites, opportunity for users to provide feedback to webmaster, and Environmental Education and Grass Roots Organizing pages.

TechSolve, Inc., Energy Efficiency Workshops for Southern Ohio Manufacturers, $3,723.00, April 2002‑April 2003, 23 southern Ohio counties, Audience: Regulated Community, #02M‑051
Enables energy efficiency education workshops for a minimum of 30 small‑to‑medium sized companies. Workshops will educate manufacturers on the benefits of being energy efficient and provide information and design strategies for more efficient operation of steam, motor, and pump systems. Focus will be on reductions in energy consumption and resulting reductions in air pollution. This project is to serve as a starting point for a series of workshops and other events geared toward energy savings and pollution reduction. Project will be collaborative with Control Solutions, Inc, and the Ohio Department of Development, Office of Energy Efficiency.

Wayne Soil And Water Conservation District, Watershed 101, $1,675.00, April - July 2002, Wayne County, Audience: PreK‑12 (Middle School) and General Public, #02M‑054
Provides for training of twenty 7th and 8th grade "Water Ambassadors" to become knowledgeable about nonpoint source pollution  issues and prevention through hands‑on activities and field experiences and dissemination of information on water‑related topics to classmates and general public.  Students will map the watershed, work with an Enviroscape model, experiment with sediments, tour a wastewater treatment plant, observe a groundwater flow model, perform stream monitoring procedures, and create public service announcements which will be broadcast on radio. Project involves students on direct‑impact level and allows exposure to potential environmental careers based on the role of the facilitators.

For more information, contact:
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Ohio EPA, Office of Environmental Education



P.O. Box 1049

Columbus, OH 43216-1049

Phone (614) 644-2873

Fax (614) 728-1275

E-mail oeef@epa.state.oh.us
Website www.epa.state.oh.us/other/oeef/oeemain.html
