Ohio Environmental Education Fund

Awarded Mini Grants, September 2012 
For the Fall, 2012 funding cycle, the OEEF awarded the following twelve grants for a total of $46,493.00.  
Hubbard Exempted Village Schools, “Land Lab Initiatives,” F13M-003, $5,000, Trumbull County, Audience: Pre-School – University (K-12), Contact: Lucille Esposito, espositol@hubbard.k12.oh.us, 330-534-1921.

The school district is building a new K-12 campus that includes five acres of an adjacent 25-acre wetland as an outdoor learning area to be used by 2100 students and available to the local community of 10,000 residents.  The district plans a three-week series of evening environmental science programs for families beginning in April to introduce the land lab.  The grant will provide monitoring equipment for high school chemistry students to measure soil moisture and turbidity, and supplies for daytime and nighttime nature observation by students in all grades, as well as the families and residents attending the evening programs. 
Lake County Soil and Water Conservation District, “Arcola Creek Watershed Landowner Outreach”, F13M-005, $4,735, Ashtabula and Lake Counties, Audience: General Public, Contact: Maurine Orndorff, morndorff@lakecountyohio.gov, 440-350-5863. 

A multi-faceted public education effort is planned to support the Arcola Creek Watershed Action Plan, required under federal law because the Creek does not meet state and federal water quality standards.  The Creek drains directly into Lake Erie through the Arcola Estuary, one of only two remaining estuaries on the Ohio coastline.  The campaign will include two workshops for residents, one on reducing erosion and nutrient runoff from lawns, and one on using rain barrels and rain gardens to reduce storm water volume.  A creek clean-up event and geocaching program are planned to bring residents out into the watershed to learn about watershed processes and history.  Wall maps of the watershed will be hung in public places, and permanent outdoor signs installed in parks to describe the services a healthy watershed provides.  A portable, weatherproof display will be created for community events.  Collaborators include the Lake County Farm Bureau, Stormwater Management Department, Lake Metroarks, and the Village of Madison.
Georgetown Exempted Village Schools – Georgetown Jr/Sr High School, “Water Sampling and Test of White Oak Creek by High School Students,” F13M-006, $3,396, Brown County, Audience:  Pre-School – University (High School), Contact: David Earl Whittington, whit2753@fuse.net, 937-378-6730
Provides water quality monitoring equipment and supplies to support a new environmental science course at Georgetown High School.  Students will learn scientific protocols to conduct biological and chemical sampling of White Oak Creek to observe seasonal changes in water flow and water quality, and identify possible sources of pollution, hypoxia and eutrophication.  Brown Soil and Water Conservation District is collaborating.  
Cuyahoga County Board of Health, “Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping Informational Poster for Phase II Storm Water Municipalities,” F13M-007, $5,000, Cuyahoga, Lorain, and Summit Counties, Audience: Regulated Community, Contact: Laura Travers, ltravers@ccbh.net, 216-201-2020.   
Provides training sessions on storm water minimum control measures and best management practices (BMPs) for municipalities, targeting employees of municipal service, building and engineering departments in 59 cities, villages and townships in Cuyahoga County regulated under NPDES Phase II requirements.  The project will also include development and distribution of a Pollution Prevention and Good Housekeeping informational poster.
Mahoning Soil and Water Conservation District, “Mahoning County Junior Envirothon,” F13M-009, $1,168, Mahoning County, Audience: Pre-School – University (Middle School), Contact: Kathleen Vrable-Bryan, kvrable-bryan@mahoningcountyoh.gov, 330-740-7995.   
Provides supplies and transportation for a middle school conservation education program modeled on a successful statewide high school competition.  Teams of 6th-8th grade students will visit learning stations on aquatic ecology, forestry, wildlife, soils, and a current environmental issue, each presented by a specialist who will also describe his or her career.  Students must use teamwork and critical thinking skills to connect evidence and interpret data from the stations to answer the competition questions.  Collaborators include the Mahoning County Career and Technical Center, ODNR Divisions of Wildlife and Soil and Water Resources, Mahoning County Solid Waste and Recycling, Mahoning County Engineer, LZ Forestree Consulting, and Youngstown State University.  
Harrison Hills City Schools – Harrison North Elementary School, “Harrison North Environmental Center,”  F13M-010, $4,900, Columbiana and Harrison Counties, Audience: Pre-School – University (Pre-School – Elementary), Contact: Shawnee Dee Arbaugh, sarbaugh@hhcsd.org, 740-946-1055.
Provides supplies to equip an outdoor environmental research learning lab with stations on composting and vermi-composting, butterfly gardening, weather, water quality and pond management, organic gardening and geological formations.  Budget includes funding to train and certify additional teachers at the school in the national curricula Project WET (Water Education for Teachers) and Project WILD, and the Ohio curriculum Windows on Waste, to present learning activities to 325 students in 14 classes grades K-6.  Collaborators include the Carroll-Columbiana-Harrison Solid Waste District, Harrison County Farm Bureau, and New Rumley 4-H Club. 
Brookville Local Schools – Brookville High School, “Food on Our Table,” F13M-018, $2,200, Montgomery County, Audience: Pre-School – University (Elementary, Middle and High School), Contact: Cynthia Tucci, bvhsctucci@mdeca.org, 937-833-6761.  
Provides supplies to add a vegetable garden to the school’s existing outdoor classroom and greenhouse.  Approximately 1465 students in grades 4-12 will participate in grade-band aligned lessons from Project WET, Project WILD and Miami University’s “Fighting Foods” curriculum on plant growth, nutrition, and the flow of energy, nutrients and toxins through food webs and food chains.  An engineering component will have high school students dividing the garden into sections and calculating the area and productivity of each plot, using vertical gardening techniques to maximize productivity.  The garden will be used year-round, with indoor germination of seeds and winter hydroponic gardening  in the school’s greenhouse, local student families maintaining the garden during the summer, and produce used in the school cafeteria. 

Lisbon Exempted Village Schools – David Anderson Jr-Sr High, “ Using Technology to Teach Environmental Sustainability,” F13M-020, $4,681, Columbiana County, Audience: Pre-School – University (Middle School), Contact: Beth Hiscox, beth.hiscox@omeresa.net, 330-853-3182.  

Equips the school’s outdoor environmental research learning lab for three new programs:  (1) NASA/NOAA’s GLOBE program where students collect weather and soil moisture data according to scientific protocols for posting to an online database where they and compare their results to data from schools around the world to research questions about climate; (2) Environmental geocaching, with students acquiring information about global satellite positioning and the use of GPS/GIS to participate in the National Geocache Monarch Tracking and Release Program; and (3) water conservation, erosion and pollution, with students measuring the effectiveness of rain barrels and rain gardens.  Once proficient in the use of GPS/GIS, students will use state and local databases to identify and map various environmental problems including radon hot spots and contaminated wells.  Two hundred students in grades 6-8 will present their findings to the local community.  Carroll-Columbiana-Harrison Solid Waste District and Columbiana Soil and Water Conservation District are collaborating.
Phoenix Academy Community School – Phoenix Academy, “Water Quality Investigation,” F13M-024, $863, Lucas County, Audience: Pre-School – University (High School), Contact: Kimberly Bigioni, kim.bigioni@phoenixtoledo.org, 419-720-4505. 
Provides supplies to add a two-part water quality investigation to the high school’s environmental science course.  In a Mystery Case Study, 40 students will investigate a fictitious water pollution case.  In the Field Study, students will extend skills learned by testing their predictions about the health of the Ottawa River near a student-selected site of interest (e.g., industrial area). Students will test for parameters including temperature, pH, phosphorus, nitrate/nitrite, dissolved oxygen, and turbidity.      
Cleveland Heights University Heights – Ruffing Montessori School, “Land Restoration with Ruffing Montessori School and the Nature Center at Shaker Lakes,” F13M-027,  $5,000, Cuyahoga County, Audience: Pre-School – University (Elementary), Contact: Mary Elizabeth McCormack, marybethm@ruffingmontessori.net, 216-321-7571.  

Ruffing Montessori School will work with the Nature Center at Shaker Lakes (NCSL) to restore a mini-marsh in the Doan Brook Watershed. Seventy-two students will participate in the decision making process including evaluation of habitat, identification of native and exotic species, removal of exotic plant species, cultivation and preparing seeds of native marsh plants for cold stratification and planting.  They will also conduct a photo survey and use GIS software to create digital maps of the marsh habitat.   The Doan Brook Watershed Partnership is collaborating.
East Cleveland City School District – Shaw High School, “East Cleveland Watershed Education Project,” F13M-028, $5,000, Cuyahoga County, Audience: Pre-School – University (High School), Contact: James Tolmie Watson, jwatson@east-cleveland.k12.oh.us, 216-268-6500.  

The East Cleveland Watershed Education Project (ECWEP) is a school-based initiative to provide opportunities for students at Shaw High School (SHS) to take part in authentic scientific research on Northeast Ohio water resources. The ECWEP will sponsor field trips for 300-350 High School students per year to monitor the health of the Doan Brook and Nine Mile Creek watersheds and compare these urban watersheds to rural watersheds outside of Cleveland. Each field trip will includes a visit to a site that highlights human impacts on water quality and the effects of water quality on human welfare. Tenth grade students will collect and analyze physical, chemical, and biological samples from the streams.  Cleveland Metroparks, Cuyahoga County Board of Health, and Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District are collaborating.
Barnesville Hospital Association, Inc., “Community Mercury Thermometer Exchange,” F13M-030, $5,000, Belmont and Monroe Counties, Audience: General Public, Contact: Michael Carpenter, mgcarpenter@barnesvillehospital.com, 740-425-3941.  
Project is intended to educate the community regarding human health and environmental threats from mercury and to provide a mercury thermometer exchange program for communities in Belmont and Monroe Counties. The exchange will be promoted at community events with high rates of participation (Barnesville Business Showcase, Pumpkin Festival, Belmont County Fair and Monroe County Fair) and coincide with Barnesville Hospital's successful semi- annual Pharmaceutical Take Back Days. Ohio Hospital Association and Belmont-Jefferson Solid Waste District are collaborating.
For more information, contact:
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