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Citizen’s Qualitative Habitat Evaluation Index (CQHEI}

Score Guideline
{Scores Adopted from OEPA QHEI Form)

CQHEI Scores:

0-49 Moderate o extensive man-made modifications to stream/river.
These water bodies would generally be classified as "Modified
Warm Water Habitats". Channelized treeless ditches with very little
depth and a poor flow rate could have a CQHEI score of 30 or 40,
Silt and muck included in the same stream scores could range in
the 20’s.

50 - 60 Steams/rivers with this score range generally can attain
Warm Water Habitat biological communities. Although, depending
on which features (e.g, flow, depth) are missing the biclogical
communities may fall short of Warm Water Habitat classification.

61-69 Streams/rivers scoring in this range have enough positive habitat

features available to attain Warm Water Habitat (e.g., depth, flow,
forest canopy over stream/river).

70 - 100 Stream/rivers scores in this range are capable of supporting
“Exceptional Warm Water Habitat” biological communities (e.g.,
good flow, good riffles and pools, good substrates, and good
riparian quality).



