
Ohio Environmental Education Fund

Awarded Mini Grants, August, 2010 

OEEF awarded the following fourteen mini grants, for a total of $50,256.00
City of Sidney, “Storm Drains are Not Garbage Cans,” F11M-001, $900.00, Shelby County, Audience, General Public, Contact: Brent Bruggeman, bbruggeman@sidneyoh.com, 937-498-8724.

Provides a digital billboard message in a high traffic area of the community to  increase public awareness that stormwater goes untreated to the nearest stream, lake, or river. It will also provide local contact information allowing citizens to report illegal dumping and learn more about pollution prevention.  Lamar Advertising is collaborating.
Ohio Environmental Council, “Central Ohio Clean Air Campaign,” F11M-002, $5,000.00, Delaware, Fairfield, Franklin, Licking, Madison, Pickaway, and Union Counties, Audience, General Public, Contact: David Celebrezze, david@theoec.org, 614-487-7506 ext. 115.

The OEC will partner with the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC) to hold public forums and provide radio messages to educate central Ohio residents about ozone pollution and steps that citizens can take every day to help clear the air.  
Heart of Ohio Resource Conservation and Development Council, “Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary Program for Golf Courses in the Olentangy Watershed,” F11M-006, $4,393.00, Delaware and Franklin Counties,  Audience, General Public, Contact: Traci Aquara, tkaquara@netzero.net, 740-368-5979 ext. 112.
Project will assist local golf courses in becoming certified in the Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary Program for Golf Courses, to implement best practices for water conservation, habitat management, and chemical and nutrient management.  Collaborators include the Delaware and Franklin Soil and Water Conservation Districts, Friends of the Lower Olentangy Watershed, and Natural Resource Conservation Service.
Columbus Public Utilities Department, “Green Infrastructure Interpretive Signage,” F11M-011, $5,000.00, Delaware and Franklin Counties, Audience, General Public, Contact: Elayna Grody, emgrody@columbus.gov, 614-645-3304.
Provides ten interpretive signs explaining green infrastructure methods such as rain gardens and bioswales being installed around three Columbus Reservoirs to slow down and clean up stormwater and to protect the raw drinking water source.  Collaborators include the Delaware and Franklin  Soil and Water Conservation Districts, Friends of the Scioto River, and Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission.
Vera Institute of Justice, “Ohio Green Prison Project,” F11M-012, $4,999.00, Clark, Fairfield, Franklin, Licking, Madison, and Pickaway Counties, Audience, General Public,   Contact: Leah Morgan, Imorgan@veradc.org, 614-728-1693.

Pilot program to train 40 inmates to conduct energy audits and conservation retrofits and install solar technology.  After completing the courses, program participants will perform energy efficiency retrofits on the prison itself. Not only will this improve the energy efficiency and environmental sustainability of the prison, but it will also provide the inmates with valuable, marketable hands-on work experience, thereby increasing their employability in Ohio’s green economy.  The Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction is collaborating.
East Knox High School, “Water Quality and Microorganisms,” F11M-019, $4,742.00, Knox County, Audience, Pre-Kindergarten – University (High School), Contact: Amy Rine, arine@ekschools.com, 740-599-7000.

Students in environmental science classes will perform water quality assessments of the Kokosing River and Jelloway Creek, learn about drinking  water and wastewater treatment processes, and study waterborne pathogens and the illnesses they cause in humans.  The Knox county Park District is collaborating.

Tinkers Creek Watershed Partners, “2011 Ohio Stormwater Conference,” F11M-023, $2,500.00, Statewide, Audience, Regulated Community, Contact: Harry Stark, hartstark@gmail.com, 216-385-5248.
Supports the third Ohio Stormwater Conference, providing information and technology demonstrations on stormwater management, watershed management and wastewater to about 400 members of the regulated community.  Multiple organizations are collaborating to present this event.
Fredericktown Local Schools (Outdoor Land Lab Committee), “Fredericktown Freddies: Growing More than Gardens,” F11M-024, $1,800.00, Knox County, Audience, Pre-Kindergarten – University (Elementary and Middle School), Contact: Mary Elder, mary_elder@knoxnet.k12.oh.us, 740-694-2781 ext.1106. 

Provides supplies and equipment to enhance an outdoor land lab and garden at a new school site.  Multiple local organizations are collaborating on the project.  
Lake Tomahawk Property Owner Association, “Lake Tomahawk Septic System Reminder Registry,” F11M-025, $2,925.00, Columbiana County, Audience, General Public, Contact: Greg Voorhees, gtvoorhees@comcast.net, 330-383-0113.
Provides a database registry of home septic systems present in the Lake Tomahawk residential development. The database would indicate when a system was last pumped and prompt reminders to be sent out to the homeowners when it is time to pump. Experts from the Columbiana County Health Department, along with local septic maintenance professionals, will survey homes to help homeowners identify potential problems they may already be having with their system and educate the homeowners on proper septic maintenance.  The Little Beaver Creek Land Foundation is also  collaborating.  
Appalachia Ohio Alliance, “Hocking Watershed Conservation Easement Initiative,” F-11M-028, $4,430.00, Hocking County, Audience, General Public, Contact: Paul Knoop, Jr., cpknoop@hocking.net, 740-385-6638.

AOA will host a workshop to educate the public about how a land trust can assist a land owner achieve their conservation goals. Landowners will learn how their property fits within the local context of regional planning, watershed management and habitat protection on both public and private lands.  The Raccoon Creek Partnership and Hocking County Regional Planning are collaborating.
The Leave No Child INSIDE Central Ohio Collaborative, “Leave No Child Inside Public Awareness Campaign,” F11M-029, $2,775.00, Delaware, Fairfield, Fayette, Franklin, Hocking, Licking, Logan, Madison, Pickaway, and Union Counties, Audience, General Public, Contact: Alice Hohl, alice@alicehohl.com, 614-440-6475.
Supports a multimedia public awareness campaign targeting children, parents and professionals who work with families, to convey the importance of getting youth and families playing outdoors and learning about nature in natural settings.  Project will present the cognitive and social benefits of nature activities, and will direct parents and teachers to existing EE curriculum, non-formal family programs and unstructured learning opportunities.  The collaborative includes 62 member organizations. 
Knox County Health Department, “Michael Recycle Talks Trash (Teacher Workshop),” F11M-030, $5,000.00, Knox County, Audience, Pre-Kindergarten – University (K-12), Contact: Mike Whitaker, mwhitaker@knoxhealth.com, 740-392-2200.

Provides a professional development workshop for 25 teachers, using the Windows on Waste curriculum to present solid waste issues, recycling, landfills, green living and non-point source pollution. All teachers will receive content standard lesson plans as well as learn of local resources available to them.  Collaborators include Kenyon College, Knox County Park District, Knox Soil and Water Conservation District, and the Ohio State University Extension. 
Adams Brown Counties Economic Opportunities, Inc. – Adams Brown Recycling, “Energy Education Community Outreach – Program Development for Adams & Brown Counties,” F11M-031, $5,000.00, Adams and Brown Counties, Audience, General Public, Contact: MaryAnna Volkert, mvolkert@abcap.net, 937-378-3431 ext. 103.  

Adams Brown Recycling will adapt  interactive energy education programs from the Ohio Energy Project and National Energy Education and Development, for Adams and Brown County school students, grades 3-8, and 4-H and Scouts.  Also provides an interactive exhibit on energy conservation and renewable energy for display at the county fair and local events.   
Briggs Lawrence County Public Library, “Learning Green,” F11M-032, $792.00, Scioto County, Audience, General Public, Contact: Lori Shafer, lorishafer@briggslibrary.org, 740-532-1124.
Supports a four-part adult environmental education series at two libraries.  Topics will include Introduction to Ecology, How We Detect Ecological Change, Current Events, and Things You Can Do Right Now.  The Portsmouth Public Library is collaborating.
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