
 
 
 

PROJECT: Nature Realm Renovation 
 

PROJECT FACTS: 
 
The original F. A. Nature Realm visitor center was completed in November of 1991 being the only 
visitor center in the Metro Parks’ system. It is home base for the Metro Parks naturalist staff and a 
critical educational tool for the entire system. This renovation project included three distinct but 
integrated parts, the site, building and exhibits.  
 
Exhibits: The new exhibits focus on conservation education and designed in such a way that periodic 
changes can be made to keep them up to date. They provide interpretation of cultural history, natural 
history and sustainability. 
 
Grounds: The grounds were renovated as an extension of the lessons taught by the interpretive 
exhibits. The grounds illustrate various native habitats and the associated plants and animals and also 
illustrates sustainable backyard landscaping which incorporates native plants and techniques to minimize 
storm water runoff and minimize landscape maintenance. The original asphalt parking lot used catch 
basins and pipe to discharge stormwater to a small stream, while the solid paver building entry would 
occasionally sheet stormwater inside the front doors. The renovation uses constructed wetlands and 
porous pavements so that the stormwater becomes a key feature rather than a problem. 
 
Building:  The building is a LEED® (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) Platinum "Green 
Building" illustrating Metro Parks’ commitment to sustainability and energy efficiency. The building’s 
green elements are visible to the public and interpretation is provided so the visitor can see and 
understand their function and purpose and their impact on global warming and energy and resource 
conservation. 

 



Predeveloped
condition:

64,000 sf impervious



Postdeveloped
condition:

28,000 sf impervious


