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Cuyahoga Falls acquired four flood damaged residential properties with FEMA funds.  These properties are located in central Cuyahoga Falls, mid block in a residential neighborhood which has chronically flooded.  In lieu of the typical FEMA mitigation methodology, Cuyahoga Falls has demolished the houses to preserve the 4 lots as open space, utilizing a rain garden for localized flood relief. 





The major goals of this project were:





•	Create a “First of its Kind” FEMA Mitigation site using BMPs such as raingardens which goes one step further than the typical FEMA mitigation of removal of impervious material on site.





•	Create a “One of a Kind” raingarden at a municipal scale, rather than the typical smaller residential scale.





•	Educate the public on the benefits of raingardens and their effect on stormwater.





•	Provide a design model for raingardens that can be placed into other City projects.





•	Build a public space that balances security and openness with intimate site lighting, strategically placed plant material, and ADA accessible walkway.





•	Low impact/low maintenance design that incorporates native non-invasive plant material that requires lower water needs.





•	Demonstrate innovative design measures through the use of rain gardens providing flood relief, pervious pavers & permeable concrete allowing for rain water infiltration, and solar lighting keeping this facility off the power grid.





The raingarden construction completed spring 2008.





The lushly planted Raingarden is constructed in an urban residential neighborhood. 





Interpretive panel installed on site to educate citizens and visitors of benefits of raingardens and other BMPs.





The Raingarden incorporates other sustainable features such as permeable concrete, permeable walkways, and solar lighted bollards.
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