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About 7400 Real-Time Streamgages
Nationwide Available on the Internet



250 Real-Time Streamgages in Ohio



Stage Recorded Every 15 Minutes, 
Reported Every Hour ?

Note



Scioto River at Columbus, OH



A river gage is erected….what’s 
next?



Start Measuring Flow



How are USGS Measurements Used?
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Rating Curve

Discharge Measurements

Discharge measurements are used to develop 
rating curves by defining a relationship of 
discharge to stage in log space



Discharge must be measured at all stages
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Discharge measurements during high stages 
are particularly important

Indirect measurement



Rating curve for Scioto River at 
Columbus, OH



Why Continue to Measure Flow?

� Because channel configurations are always 
changing



Who Uses Our Data?



USGS Ohio Water Science Center 
Cooperators



The Public

� Probably the biggest user of USGS river data



Changes to Our Data Network

� 2013 – 13 new streamgages
� 2014 – 19 new streamgages
� 14 WLEB sites with OEPA
� Brushy Fork and Boggs Creek with MWCD
� Mill Creek near Sharonville – City of Sharonville
� Olentangy River on OSU campus
� Scioto River on 5 th Avenue



Western Lake Erie Basin sites added 
December 2014



14 new sites added spring 2015 in 
the Muskingum Watershed basin



Looking further out

� Seven potential new sites in the Cleveland area 
� Little Killbuck Creek near Lodi – Asian carp
� Clear Fork at Bellville - Flood



Questions??


