
I.  Introduction and Plan Summary  
 
 
Instructions (this text box should be removed from actual plan) 
 
The purpose of Section I.A is to provide basic background information on the planning 
process to anyone who reads the plan.  Ohio EPA has provided basic text regarding the 
planning process that is intended to be included in each plan.  Additional information 
may be included as is deemed necessary.   
 
 
A. Introduction 
 
Brief Introduction to Solid Waste Planning in Ohio 
 
In 1988, Ohio faced a combination of solid waste management problems, including 
declining landfill capacity, increasing generation of wastes to be disposed, 
environmental problems at many existing solid waste disposal facilities, and an influx of 
out-of-state waste. These issues resulted in the passage of House Bill (H.B.) 592, a 
law that dramatically revised Ohio's solid waste regulatory program and set in motion a 
comprehensive solid waste planning process.  The purpose of this planning process is 
to reduce the generation and disposal of solid wastes, to ensure that adequate disposal 
capacity exists for the waste that is disposed, and to reduce Ohio’s reliance on landfills. 
 
Requirements of County and Joint Solid Waste Management Districts 
            
H.B. 592 required each county in Ohio to become part of a Solid Waste Management 
District (SWMD). Counties could form SWMDs either independently or in conjunction 
with one or more other counties. Ohio has 52 such SWMDs.  Of these, 37 are single-
county SWMDs and 15 are joint-county SWMDs.1   
 
Each SWMD is required to form a policy committee which in turn must prepare, adopt, 
and submit a solid waste management plan to Ohio EPA for review and approval.2  The 
solid waste management plan must demonstrate that adequate landfill capacity exists to 
manage the solid wastes generated within the SWMD for a minimum of 10 years.  The 
SWMD’s solid waste management plan must also show how the SWMD will meet the 
objectives set forth in the State Solid Waste Management Plan.   
 

                                                 
1Counties have the option of forming either a SWMD or a regional solid waste management authority (Authority).  The 
majority of planning districts in Ohio are organized as SWMDs, and Ohio EPA generally uses “solid waste 
management district”, or SWMD, when referring to both SWMDs and Authorities.  

2In the case of an Authority, it is the Board of Trustees that prepares, adopts, and submits the solid waste 
management plan.   
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Solid waste management plans are prepared in accordance with the requirements 
contained in Ohio Revised Code 3734.53 and Ohio Administrative Code Rule 3745-27-
90.  SWMDs are required to prepare periodic updates to their solid waste management 
plans.  Plans with a 10-14 year planning period are required to be amended every three 
years, and solid waste management plans with a fifteen-year planning period (or longer) 
must be amended every five years.  
 
Solid Waste Planning Goals 
 
Under the 2009 State Solid Waste Management Plan, solid waste management plans 
must ensure that progress is made toward achieving the following eight goals: 
 

1. The SWMD shall ensure that there is adequate infrastructure to give residents 
and commercial businesses opportunities to recycle solid waste. 

 
2. The SWMD shall reduce and recycle at least 25 percent of the solid waste 

generated by the residential/commercial sector and at least 66 percent of the 
solid waste generated by the industrial sector. 
 

3. The SWMD shall provide the following required programs: a Web site; a 
comprehensive resource guide; an inventory of available infrastructure; and a 
speaker or presenter. 
 

4. The SWMD shall provide education, outreach, marketing and technical 
assistance regarding reduction, recycling, composting, reuse and other 
alternative waste management methods to identified target audiences using best 
practices. 
 

5. The SWMD shall provide strategies for managing scrap tires, yard waste, lead-
acid batteries, household hazardous waste and obsolete/end-of-life electronic 
devices. 
 

6. The SWMD shall explore how to incorporate economic incentives into source 
reduction and recycling programs. 
 

7. The SWMD will use U.S. EPA’s Waste Reduction Model (WARM) (or an 
equivilent model) to evaluate the impact of recycling programs on reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions. 
 

8. The SWMD has the option of providing programs to develop markets for 
recyclable materials and the use of recycled-content materials. 
 

9. The SWMD shall report annually toOhio EPA regarding implementation of the 
SWMD’s solid waste management plan. 



 3

 



 4

B. Solid Waste Management District Contact Information 
 
 

 
Instructions (this text box should be removed from actual plan) 
 
This section of the plan should include the jurisdiction of the District and the contact 
information of the District.  The information should include the data requested below.  
Additional information may be included as is deemed necessary.  
 
Data to be included in section I.B.  
 
• Name of Solid Waste Management District or Authority  
 
• Counties in district 

 
• Primary contact for the District including title, name, address, telephone, and e-

mail address.  
 

• URL for the District Web page 
 

• Chairperson, Policy Committee (reference full list of policy committee members 
in appendix) 
 

• Chairperson, Board of Directors (reference full list of policy committee members 
in appendix) 

 
 
 
C. Basic Plan Summary 
 
 

Instructions (this text box should be removed from actual plan) 
 
Note: This section will normally be completed after sections II though VI have been 
finalized. Data presented in this section should coincide with data presented elsewhere 
in the Plan. 
 
Section I.C serves as an executive summary.  An average citizen should be able to read 
this section and grasp a fundamental understanding of the plan and of the basic solid 
waste management practices in the district.  An expanded summary may be included in 
the appendices if desired.     
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Instructions (this text box should be removed from actual plan) 

 
Section I.C should include the information listed below.  A very brief narrative with 
bulleted lists or tables is preferable to a detailed text narrative.  Charts may also be 
used.  Data for multi-county districts may also be broken down by county if desired, but 
district totals are all that is required.   Projected data should be given in 3 or 5-year 
intervals. Additional information may be included as is deemed necessary.   
 
Use of bullet points, Graphs, Charts, and Photos will make this section easier to read 
and understand. 
 
Basic Plan Information  
 
• first and last year of new plan  

• reference year for data in plan  
 
Waste Management Infrastructure within the SWMD 

• # of Landfills used by the district during the reference year: # in-district, #out-of-
district,# out-of state, and grand total. Note any significant changes in the # of 
facilities that are projected to occur during the planning period.    

 
• facility(ies) that took largest quantity of waste from district and its remaining capacity 

• # of Transfer facilities used by the district (in-district, out-of-district, total) 

• amount of waste routed through transfer facilities vs. direct hauled. 

• SWMD use of flow control (if applicable) 

• Other notable facilities used by the SWMD (composting, MRF, etc.) 

 

Waste Generation and Recycling  
• total and per capita waste generation (existing and projected at 3 or 5-year intervals 

and including last year of plan)  
 
• waste reduction and recycling figures (existing and projected at 5-year intervals)  

• waste reduction and recycling goals, target dates for meeting goals 
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Instructions (this text box should be removed from actual plan) 

 
SWMD Activities, Services, and Programs 
A brief summary of existing programs and programs to be added and/or terminated 
during the planning period.  Highlight and emphasize new programs, facilities, etc. that 
will be implemented during the plan.The following data shall be provided; additional data 
may be included as deemed necessary:   
 
• Pay-As-You-Throw programs  

• non-subscription curbside recycling programs  

• subscription curbside recycling programs 

• drop-off recycling locations  

• material recovery permanent HHW facilities operated by district  

• special collection eventss (HHW, appliances, mercury, tires, electronics, etc.)  

• other scrap tire strategies 

• other household hazardous waste strategies 

• electronic waste management strategies 

• yard waste strategies and facilities 

• education / technical assistance strategies 

• grant programs 

• economic incentive strategies 

• greenhouse gas reduction impacts 

• market development strategies (if applicable) 

 

Funding and Budget   
This section should include a brief description of funding mechanisms used by the 
district (i.e disposal fees, generation fees, etc.) and highlight any changes to existing fee 
levels and funding mechanisms.  Complete Tables I.1 and I.2 below. 
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Table I.1  
 
 
Instructions for Table I.1 (this text box should be removed from actual plan) 
 
Table I.1  Disposal and Generation Fee Schedule 
 

• Complete Table I.1 by identifying the current and any proposed fee increase. 
 
• Provide narrative in the comment section as necessary 
 
• estimated revenue  (including reference year, first year of plan, at maximum of 5-

year intervals) 
 
• a summary of the existing funding structure for the district 
 
• a summary of any fee changes that will occur under this plan and date of changes 

 

 
Table I.1  Disposal and Generation Fee Schedule  

Fee Type Amount or Tiered 
Schedule 

Effective Date 
(actual or 

anticipated) 
Comments 

Generation Fee  $4.00   January 1, 1998 
This fee has been 
in place since 
December 31, 2008

Generation Fee  $4.75   January 1, 2011 

The new rate will 
take effect after 
approval of this 
plan, anticipated to 
become effective 
1/1/2011 

 
Table I.2  
 
 
Instructions for Table I.2 (this text box should be removed from actual plan) 
 
Table I.2  Projected revenues and expenditures 
 

• Complete Table I.1 by providing the total revenues, expenditures and cumulative 
balances for the reference year, year 1 of the new planning period, at 5 year 
intervals thereafter for the remainder of the planning period, and for the final year of 
the planning period if the number of years in the planning period is not divisible by 5. 
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Instructions for Table I.2 (this text box should be removed from actual plan) 
 
 
• estimated total cost of plan implementation (including reference year, first year of 

plan, and maximum of 5-year intervals) 
 
• estimated revenue  (including reference year, first year of plan, at maximum of 5-

year intervals) 
 
• a summary of the existing funding structure for the district 
• a summary of any fee changes that will occur under this plan and date of changes 

 

 
 
Table I.2  Projected revenues and expenditures 
 

 
Year 

 
Projected 
Revenue  

 
Expenditures  Cumulative 

Balance 
 
2010  (reference) 

 
$1,344,612 $2,464,849 $2,701,636 

 
2011 

 
$2,309,436 $2,785,905 $2,225,167 

 
2016 

 
$2,689,224 $2,830,143 $208,388 

 
2020 

 
3,406,630 $3,359,006 $317,211 

 
 
 

 
 


