
 
This fact sheet is offered for informational purposes only. It is not intended and is not to be construed to be used for the purpose 
of meeting any requirement for notice contained in ORC 119 or any other state or federal law or rule. In addition, this document 
is not intended to be nor is to be construed to be a complete description or discussion of regulatory requirements; it is a only 
partial general summary. Interested parties must read the rules to see the applicable requirements. 

OAC 3745-580 Certification Program – Quick Start Guide 
This quick start guide is intended to outline the different aspects of the draft Certification Program rules 
and address questions regarding the implementation of these rules. 
 

Is this program applicable to me? 
Who must be certified under this chapter: 
 

Facility Operators of: Health District Inspectors of: 

Composting Facilities Composting Facilities 

Infectious Waste Treatment Facilities Infectious Waste Treatment Facilities 

Sanitary Landfill Facilities Sanitary Landfill Facilities 

Scrap Tire Facilities Scrap Tire Facilities 

Solid Waste Transfer Facilities Solid Waste Transfer Facilities 

Construction and Demolition Debris Facilities  

 
What are the certification requirements for solid waste, infectious waste treatment, and 
C&DD facilities? 

 Not later than two years after the applicable course is first made available by Ohio EPA, an 
owner or operator of a facility must ensure that they have a certified facility operator(s). 

 At least one certified facility operator must be on-site at all times when waste is accepted or 
maintenance activities related to engineered components are performed.  

 A certified facility operator must perform all required inspections during closure. 
 

What are the certification requirements for health district inspectors? 

 An inspector employed by an approved health district: 
o Must take the Basic Inspector Course and the facility-specific course for each facility 

they are responsible for inspecting as follows:   
 If employed when these rules become effective - take each applicable course 

within two years after it is first made available by Ohio EPA. 
 If employed after these rules become effective - take each applicable course 

within two years after they become responsible for inspecting and enforcing 
solid waste or infectious waste treatment facilities. 

o If a new facility type becomes operational in jurisdiction - take the facility-specific 
course within two years after initial licensing or registration of the facility.  
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What is the process for obtaining certification and maintaining certification? 
The chart below illustrates the specific steps for operators and inspectors: 

 
 
What is the process for renewing certification? 

 Submit renewal application 

 Pay fees 

 Submit CEU documentation 

How can I obtain continuing education hours?   
A certified operator or inspector may obtain continuing education hours by doing one of the 
following: 

 Attend a training conducted by an individual, association or organization that has been 
pre-approved for continuing education hours. 

 Submit the requisite paperwork to receive continuing education hours from a course 
that you have completed. 

 No more than 20% of required continuing education hours may be safety-related. 
 
What information is considered when determining if a training will be approved for 
continuing education hours? 

 Education objectives of the course 
 Program content 

 Continuing education hours requested 

  
Solid and Infectious Waste 

 
C&DD 

 
Operator 

 
Inspector 

 
Operator 

Steps to 

Become 

Certified 

Facility-specific Course 
Conducted by Ohio EPA 

Basic Inspector and 
Facility-specific Courses 
Conducted by Ohio EPA 

Facility-specific Course 
Conducted by Ohio EPA 

Examination-Open Book 
Passing score 

70% or greater 

Examination-Open Book 
Passing score 

70% or greater 

Examination-Open Book 
Passing score 

70% or greater 

Continuing 

Education 

(choose one) 

10 hours of approved CEUs 
per certification year 

10 hours of approved CEUs 
per certification year 

10 hours of approved CEUs 
per certification year 

Retake Initial Course within 
3 year certification period 

Retake Initial Course within 
3 year certification period 

 

Certification 

Period 

3 years 3 years 3 years 
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 Qualifications of instructors 

 Verification that course attendance is monitored 
Frequently Asked Questions 
Q. As a facility operator or health district inspector, when am I required to obtain certification? 
A. As the certification program is phased in, boards of health of approved health districts and owners of 
solid waste and C&DD facilities must ensure facility operators and inspectors obtain certification within 
two years of the initial offering of the course, as applicable. 
 
Q.  As a health district inspector who inspects various types of solid waste facilities, what are the 
applicable certification requirements?   
A.  All inspectors will be required to take the Basic Inspector Course as their initial course for certification.  
Each inspector will also be required to take the facility-specific courses for each facility they inspect not 
later than two years after they are initially offered.  The facility-specific courses may count toward a 
certified inspector’s continuing education hours.   
 
Q.  As a health district inspector who enforces the Ohio’s C&DD laws and regulations, must I obtain 
certification for C&DD facilities? 
A.  Section 3714.062 of the Ohio Revised Code does not set forth such a requirement, thus Ohio EPA does 
not have the authority to draft rules to require inspectors to obtain certification for C&DD facilities.  
However, C&DD landfill training will be made available to inspectors.   
 
Q.  I would like to become a certified operator for a solid waste landfill and a C&DD landfill.  How 
many CEUs would I need each year?   
A.  3714.062 of the Revised Code specifies the  topics that must be covered in continuing education for 
C&DD operators.  Courses will be specifically approved for continuing education credit for C&DD 
operators.  However, those courses will most likely be approved for continuing education credit for all 
other solid and infectious waste facility operators.  Therefore, an operator certified for both C&DD 
landfills and a solid waste landfill must only complete ten hours of continuing education a year providing 
the courses are approved for C&DD continuing education and solid and infectious waste continuing 
education.  
 
Q.  As a health district inspector who inspects various types of solid waste facilities, what are my 
continuing education requirements?   
A.  An inspector is required to either retake the Basic Inspector Course during the three year certification 
period or may complete ten hours of approved continuing education per certification year. 
 
Q.  What can I expect to learn in a facility-specific course? 
A.  Each course will include topics on applicable Ohio environmental rules, operational requirements, 
compliance standards, best management practices, enforcement procedures, and new technologies.   
 
Q.  How will the courses be delivered?  
A.  Each course will be classroom-based in order to utilize interactive exercises and provide the 
opportunity to interact with fellow professionals.  The courses will be offered regionally by Ohio EPA to 
minimize travel for participants.  As the curriculum is developed for each course, a determination will be 
made as to the number of days necessary to present the information for each facility type.  Although the 
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information for each facility-specific course will be very similar, there will be separate sessions for 
operators and inspectors.   
 
 
 
Q.  Will there be an examination included in each certification course?   
A.  Each course offered by Ohio EPA will end with a written examination.  The examination will be open-
book format where individuals may utilize notes and course manuals as references.  The examination 
provides a level of accountability for the participant and demonstrates to the instructor that the 
participant has gained a minimum level of knowledge in the material.   If a participant fails to obtain a 
score of seventy percent on the examination, they will have the opportunity to retake the examination.  
Reasonable accommodations will be made for any participant with a disability.   


