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Ohio's Voluntary Action Program is 20 Years Old: A Perspective from Some of the Original Steering Committee Members – 10:30-11:30am
Craig Kasper, CEO, Hull & Associates
Bradford S. White, Vice President, Hull & Associates
Brad is a Principal at Hull with over 25 years of diverse experience in the environmental industry.  As the Brownfield Market Leader, he assists the firm’s local, state, and federal clients, industrial clients, and partner affiliates in projects related to site development and real estate transaction, especially as it relates to highly-distressed properties. Brad also serves as Hull’s managing partner for the special-purpose entities that acquire and redevelop brownfield sites. In this capacity he oversees all aspects of the property transaction, through negotiation, financing, cleanup, and redevelopment. Redevelopments include the Toledo and Columbus Casino sites, the Columbia Gas MGP site in Toledo, and the Original Wright Company Factory (Delphi) in Dayton. Prior to entering the environmental profession, he was on the faculty of the California Institute of Technology in the Division of Geological and Planetary Sciences. Brad holds a doctorate in Geochemistry from the University of California and a Bachelor of Science in Geology from Indiana University.
Amy Yersavich, Site Assistance and Brownfield Revitalization Manager, Ohio EPA
Robert Hare, Cleanup Manager, RACER Trust









Reinventing the Patent Capital of the World - Brownfield Led Downtown Redevelopment in Dayton Ohio – 11:40-12:10pm
Christopher J. Lipson, Senior Economic Development Specialist, Department of Economic Development, City of Dayton, Ohio
Chris has been with the City of Dayton for 20 years, specializing in brownfield redevelopment and land revitalization since 1999. On a daily basis, his responsibilities include grant writing and management, project planning and design, site development coordination and contract management in the areas of demolition, remediation, infrastructure and new construction. Chris is proud to be part of a team of agencies and individuals dedicated to revitalizing Dayton’s economy. 
Chris received his Master’s in City and Regional Planning from Ohio State University. He currently serves on the Board of Directors for the Ohio Economic Development Association (OEDA) and is co-chair of the OEDA brownfield subcommittee. 

Steve Nutt, Senior Vice President, CityWide Development Corporation
Steve Nutt is a Senior Vice President with CityWide Development Corporation since 1999. He is from Dayton, Ohio with a Masters Degree in Economic Development Planning from the University of Cincinnati.
Steve worked on the Dayton CitiPlan 2020 strategic plan and has led or participated in the Dayton Region Israel Trade Alliance, Southwest Ohio Industry Cluster Development, Dayton VA Campus planning efforts, and neighborhood strategic development planning. He is currently managing business attraction and development for Tech Town, Dayton’s Urban Technology Campus. 
Steve has served on the: IEDC (International Economic Development Council) Public Policy Committee and the governing board of multiple local Dayton organizations. 













The Future of Ohio Brownfield Redevelopment- Lessons learned and new directions – 1:20-2:20pm

Joseph P. Koncelik is an attorney at the law firm of Tucker Ellis in Cleveland

Joseph P. Koncelik is an attorney at the law firm of Tucker Ellis in Cleveland.  He has practiced environmental law and government relations for over twenty years.  Prior to joining his firm, he served in the Taft Administration as the Director of Ohio EPA.  Joe provides counsel and representation on environmental due diligence for real estate and business transactions with particular emphasis on brownfield redevelopment.  Joe has worked on highly complex brownfield redevelopment projects and has helped secure millions in brownfield cleanup grants funding and incentives for his clients.  The Best Lawyers of America, a respected peer-reviewed legal publication, has named Joe as a “Best Lawyer” in the area of environmental law for a number of years. He received a Bachelor of Arts degree and Juris Doctor from The Ohio State University. 





























Landfills to Landmarks - Lessons Learned By Wagenbrenner Development – 2:30-3:30pm

Mark A. Wagenbrenner, President, Wagenbrenner Development

Mark A. Wagenbrenner – Mark was born and raised in Columbus, Ohio and graduated from Miami University with a B.S. in Finance.  Mark worked for The Equity Group in Chicago, a national development company owned by Sam Zell, before returning to Columbus in 1991, where he worked with his family business, Wagenbrenner Company.  In 2003, Mark and his partners, Brian Barrett and his brother Eric, created Wagenbrenner Development Company, to specialize in brownfield development.  Wagenbrenner Development has done several large-scale, in-fill projects in Central Ohio.  Residential projects include: Harrison Park on the former AC Humko site, the former Columbus Coated Fabrics site and surrounding Weinland Park neighborhood revitalization, and The Jeffrey Manufacturing site, which altogether have over 2,000 planned units.  Commercial redevelopments include: Gowdy Field, an office development totaling more than 450,000 square feet, the 31-acre former Timken Site at Fifth and Cleveland Ave. currently being developed as Rogue Fitness’s 600,000+ square foot headquarters, and Grandview Crossing, a 36-acre retail site at Grandview Ave. and Dublin Rd.       

Joseph M. Reidy is a Member in the Environmental Practice Group at Frost Brown Todd, LLC

Joseph M. Reidy is a Member in the Environmental Practice Group at Frost Brown Todd, LLC, where he provides counsel and representation for environmental and natural resource permits, compliance and enforcement to state and local government, agriculture and industry, including litigation in state and federal courts and administrative agencies.  Mr. Reidy regularly assists buyers, sellers and lenders in the identification and resolution of environmental issues associated with real estate development, as well as the broad spectrum of issues associated with “green” development.  He received his J.D. degree from Capital University Law School, his M.A. degree in Zoology from DePauw University and was formerly an aquatic biologist at the Ohio EPA.  Mr. Reidy is chairman of the Governance Committee of the Columbus District Council of the Urban Land Institute and a member of the American Bar Association, the Ohio State Bar Association and the Columbus Bar Association. For additional information, please visit www.frostbrowntodd.com. 












Focus on the Future: The Evolution of Brownfields in Ohio – 4:00-5:00pm

Kara A. Allison, APR, directs corporate development strategies and communications for Environmental Management Specialists, Inc. (EMS)

Kara A. Allison, APR, directs corporate development strategies and communications for Environmental Management Specialists, Inc. (EMS), specializing in business and project development, state and federal environmental policy issues, reputation management, media strategy, and crisis communications. A journalism graduate of Ohio Wesleyan University, Kara has more than 20 years of experience in public and media relations. She is an accredited member of the Public Relations Society of America and a registered lobbyist in Ohio. 

Kara builds credibility with clients, consultants, legislators, government officials, municipalities, community groups, and reporters by helping them understand the various environmental issues associated with development projects. She also works with developers, consultants, and communities in public-private partnerships to help foster creative redevelopment and funding strategies for brownfields and energy sites, and has been directly responsible for developing public relations and community outreach strategies for a number of high-profile, large-scale national redevelopment projects. She routinely provides media counsel and shares her in-depth regulatory, legislative, and program knowledge with staff and clients. 

Kara’s niche expertise is a unique blend of her previous experience as a nationally-recognized environmental consultant, a media relations coordinator for the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency, and a former newspaper reporter. She is the author of numerous environmental articles and papers, has presented at local and national environmental and public relations conferences, and serves on a variety of professional boards and committees. Among other accomplishments, Kara was invited by the Harvard University Graduate School of Design in fall 2009 to guest lecture on funding strategies for sustainable design projects, and received the 2001 George B. Garrett Professionalism Award, Ohio EPA’s highest award for professional excellence. 


EMILY MOSER, PROGRAM MANAGER, COUNCIL OF DEVELOPMENT FINANCE AGENCIES

Ms. Moser manages CDFA's Brownfields Technical Assistance Program, funded by a grant from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  She oversees the delivery of financing resources and technical assistance to participating communities.  She coordinates technical assistance opportunities for brownfield communities, including the Brownfields Project Marketplace and on-site technical assistance offered via Project Response Teams.  
Prior to joining CDFA, Ms. Moser worked for Homeport, a non-profit housing developer, where she managed the redevelopment of single family housing for a neighborhood revitalization project. 
Ms. Moser has a Master's Degree in City and Regional Planning from the Ohio State University, and a Bachelor’s Degree in English from Hillsdale College.  
Betsy Ehler, Grants Program Manager, T&M Associates

Ms. Ehler has 19 years of experience in environmental consulting and assisting clients to author and implement over $29 million in successful brownfield grants through both state and federal sources. In Ohio, Ms. Ehler has acted as Deputy Project Manager and Client Manager for the implementation of U.S. EPA Brownfield grants with 15 Ohio communities and participated in over 30 U.S. EPA grant agreements nationwide including experience with U.S. EPA grants in Kentucky, Michigan, New York and New Jersey.  While with a prior employer of a national consulting firm with 40 offices and 1,600 staff, Ms. Ehler directed the company-wide Brownfield Knowledge Team, coordinating technical and funding strategy support to over 30 U.S. EPA Brownfields Grantees and other federal and state brownfield implementations.


Christopher J. Lipson, Senior Economic Development Specialist, Department of Economic Development, City of Dayton, Ohio

Chris has been with the City of Dayton for 20 years, specializing in brownfield redevelopment and land revitalization since 1999. On a daily basis, his responsibilities include grant writing and management, project planning and design, site development coordination and contract management in the areas of demolition, remediation, infrastructure and new construction. Chris is proud to be part of a team of agencies and individuals dedicated to revitalizing Dayton’s economy. 
Chris received his Master’s in City and Regional Planning from Ohio State University. He currently serves on the Board of Directors for the Ohio Economic Development Association (OEDA) and is co-chair of the OEDA brownfield subcommittee.


