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Overview of this Presentation 

• The TAB program 
 

• Orientation to E-Tools: 
– Brownfields Inventory Tool (BIT) 
– TAB EZ Grant Writing Tool 

 
• Success Story! 
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Technical Assistance to Brownfield 
(TAB) Communities 

• Assists communities with the 
brownfields redevelopment 
process 

• A national program 

• Free to communities 

• Funded by EPA via grants to 3 
different entities  

• K-State assists communities in 
EPA Regions 5, 6, 7 & 8 

EPA Regions 



TAB Assistance to Communities 
Guide Local and Tribal governments through the brownfields 
process, by providing advice on: 
 
1. Identifying Sites, Planning  & Prioritizing 

– Identifying and inventorying brownfields (via BIT) 
– Strategic planning, stakeholder input, and economic analysis 
– Applications  for EPA funds (via TAB EZ and proposal reviews) 

2. & 3. Investigate and Cleanup 
– Finding contractors for environmental assessments and cleanup (if needed) 
– Reviewing and explaining technical plans and reports to the community 

4. Redeveloping Sites 
– Finding other funding and partners 
– Other services, as needed and agreed upon 



Application Process for TAB Assistance 

• Contact us 
• We’ll set up a meeting to discuss assistance needs 
• Review needs and TAB capability 
• Agree on a course of action 
• Get started 

 
• For ARC proposal reviews (in Fall): 

– Please provide 1-2 weeks heads-up you will be sending a draft to 
TAB for review 

– Reviews take 3-5 days or less 
– Contacts for reviews are in the next-to-last slide 
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Brownfields Inventory Tool (BIT) 
  
 www.tab-bit.org or 

www.ksutab.org 
 Stores & Manages 

Site Data:  
– Inventory & 

prioritize sites 
– Track assessment, 

cleanup, and 
redevelopment 
progress 

– Reporting to ACRES 
& other Databases 

 
 
 
 



Why Use BIT? 
• User friendly and can be accessed any time; for internal 

day-to-day use 
• Your site data in BIT is NOT available to public 
• User name/password – PRIVACY PROTECTION 
• Primary user can give access to collaborators 
• User can export or use some data for use on public 

websites, such as 
– Brownfield Listings, OppSites or other site marketing websites 
– EPA ACRES site, only for sites assessed or cleaned up with EPA-

funds 
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes





Find BIT & TAB EZ on KSU TAB Web Site 

  
Register (first 
time users: ‘Get a 
free account’) 
or Sign In with a 
current user id 
and password 
 
 

Find BIT :  www.ksutab.org 



Register to Set Up an Account 
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Find TAB EZ at: 
www.ksutab.org 
 
Register (first time 
users) 
or Sign In to use 
TAB EZ.  

 
If you have a 
current TAB EZ ID 
and password, they 
will work here. 
 



Find BIT & TAB EZ on KSU TAB Web Site 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Click on Online 
Tools, then click 
on BIT 

Find BIT :  www.ksutab.org 



BROWNFIELDS INVENTORY TOOL (BIT) TUTORIAL Create “Programs” for Sites in BIT Example Programs: 
Northglenn CO Inventory 
 
(items below are hypothetical) 
Northglenn Urban Renewal 
Authority 
Northglenn Code Enforcement 
CO Regional Planning 
Organization 
 
 

Example Sites in Program 
(ways to name sites): 
Garland Center 
 
(items below are hypothetical) 
NG 1 
NG 2 - 2145 E Scott 
NG 3 - Miller Gardeners 
NG 3 - Oscar Heights 

Import Data into BIT from: 
EPA ACRES 
Cleanups in My Community 
Other databases 

Common Uses of BIT 

Search/Export Data 
Marketing Websites 
City Websites 
GIS Systems 
Etc. 
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Add information about Program funding. 
 
Read instructions for help. 
  
Strong Suggestion: Name grant records by 
source and date of award 
  
Always save changes before leaving 
screen 

Funding Summary Page 

1) Enter Name of 
Funding 2) Click “New 

Grant” button 

BF 

3) Enter Data U Mountain Unlimited 



Structure Mirrors the 
Brownfields 
Redevelopment 
Process 

 

• Site Information 

• Assessment & 
Sampling 

• Cleanup 

• Institutional/ 
Engineering 
Controls 

• Redevelopment 

BIT (Brownfields Inventory Tool) 



BIT (Brownfields Inventory Tool) 
Upload Pictures and 
Documents  

Generate Maps 

• Store everything in 
one place 
– Photos 
– Reports 

 

• Generate Maps 
 

• Report progress to 
ACRES if you get an 
EPA grant! 



• Search/Export data 
for: 
– Summary & analysis of 

brownfields in area 
– Prioritizing sites for 

assessment, cleanup, 
and redevelopment 

– Import into GIS or other 
databases 

– Import into city or tribal 
web sites 
 

• Document progress 
with this in EPA 
Proposals! 

BIT (Brownfields Inventory Tool) 



Relates to Step 1 of Brownfields 
Process 

• Identify & Score Properties for Ease of Redevelopment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• How can these sites meet your redevelopment needs? 
 

‒ Ownership 
‒ Site Use 
‒ Land Characteristics 
‒ Community Characteristics 
‒ Redevelopment Incentives 
‒ Infrastructure Amenities 
‒ Environmental Conditions 
‒ Building Characteristics 

 



Step 1 (Continued) 
Redevelopment 
Planning 

Current 

Full Demo for Greenspace or New 
Residential 

Partial Demo for Community/ 
Business or Multi-family 
Housing 

Redevelopment 
Options – based 
on Community 
Needs 



Step 1 (Continued): Preliminary Planning 
Doesn’t Need to be Fancy . . .  
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Step 1 (Continued) 
• Combine Redevelopment Needs with Ease of 

Redevelopment to Prioritize Sites 
– Matrix to Match Sites with Needs (0=poor match, 

1=fair match, 2 = good match) 
 Need 1  

Living Wage Jobs 
Need 2  

Green Space 
Need 3  

Retail Space 

Site A –Easiest 
to Redevelop 1 0 2 

Site B – Easiest 
to Redevelop 1 2 0 

Site C – Harder 
to Redevelop 1 1 0 

Site D – Hardest 
to Redevelop 0 0 1 



Now you are Ready to Apply for 
Funding and Resources! 

• Planning  & Phase I / II Site Assessments 
‒ Free TBAs (Targeted Brownfields 

Assessments) by State and US EPA 
‒ EPA Area-wide Planning and EPA 

Assessment Grants 
 

• Cleanup, if necessary 
‒ State Trust and EPA Revolving Loan Funds & 

EPA Cleanup Grants 
 

• Redevelopment (Construction, etc.) 
‒ EDA, USDA, DOT, HUD, State Dep't of 

Commerce, etc. 
 

• Free Technical Assistance 
‒ TAB, State, Other Programs 



FY2016 EPA Brownfields Grants 

Cleanup Grants 
• Cleanup 

activities at a 
specific 
brownfield site 
owned by the 
applicant 

• Up to $200,000 
per site 

• Up to 3 per 
grantee 

Assessment Grants 
• Inventory, 

characterize, 
assess, and 
conduct planning 
(including cleanup 
planning) and 
community 
involvement 

• $200,000-$600,000 

RLF Grants 
• Capitalize 

program for 
cleanup loans 
and subgrants 

• Up to 
$600,000 
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Area-wide Planning Grants 
• $200,000 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
More competitive for assessment and cleanup
~151 Assessment vs. 165 last year
~12 RLFs vs. 0 last year
~60 Cleanups vs. 90 last year
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Use TAB EZ Grant Writing Tool for EPA Assessment & 
Cleanup Proposals!  



TAB EZ Grant Writing Tool -  
Provides Template for Assessment & Cleanup Grants 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Explain outline, green dots and red dots, collaboration capability.



TAB EZ Features and Benefits to Users 

• User friendly and can be accessed anytime at the 
user’s own pace 

• User name/password – PRIVACY PROTECTION 
• Primary user can give access to collaborators 
• Helpful Hints for every AC criteria to be addressed 

 
• Integrates Brownfield education with online 

support:  definitions, proposal guidelines, 
pertinent federal/state web links, and past 
successful proposals 
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Find BIT & TAB EZ on KSU TAB Web Site 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Click on Online 
Tools, then click 
on TAB EZ 

Find TAB EZ at:  www.ksutab.org 
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Grant Applications Home 
After starting a new grant 
application (proposal), 
and/or being invited to 
participate in writing 
others proposals, your 
Grant Applications  page 
may look like this. You will 
see a list of all the grants 
that you “own” or are a 
“participant” on. 
 
Click on the Please Read 
button for important 
information about TAB EZ, 
application due dates, etc. 
 
Use Quick Links to see 
helpful TAB EZ content 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
After starting a new grant application (proposal), and/or being invited to participate in writing others proposals, your Grant Applications  page may look like this. You will see a list of all the grants that you “own” or are a “participant” on.
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Grant Applications Home 

 
Click on Edit to open an 
existing application. 
 
 
 
 
Click on the link or icon to 
start a new grant 
application. 
 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
After starting a new grant application (proposal), and/or being invited to participate in writing others proposals, your Grant Applications  page may look like this. You will see a list of all the grants that you “own” or are a “participant” on.




Configure Grant Application 

28 

Start New Grant 
Application 

 
Use the drop-down menu to 
choose to write an 
assessment grant proposal 
or a cleanup grant proposal. 
 
Write a simple name for 
your proposal. 
 
Click on save and continue. 
 



Configure Application (Continued) 
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Select whether your 
approval is needed before 
text changes by participants 
you invite to the project are 
accepted. 
 
Choose the type of 
contamination affecting the 
site. 
 
For assessment grant 
proposals, choose 
“Community Wide” or “Site 
Specific”. 
 
 
 



Application Outline 
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This is the main page for 
writing a proposal and 
transmittal letter 
 
Open the checklist to see 
what items in addition to 
the transmittal letter and 
proposal narrative are 
required 
 
Click on “view” to see 
important information 
about major sections. 
These are not sections 
where you will write text. 
 
Click on “edit” for any 
section to start writing 
your proposal 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is the main page for writing a proposal and transmittal letter

Open the checklist to see what items in addition to the transmittal letter and proposal narrative are required

Click on “view” to see important information about major sections. These are not sections where you will write text.

Click on “edit” for any section to start writing your proposal




Adding a Participant 
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If you  wish to 
allow one or more 
people to assist 
with writing your 
grant proposal, 
select Add 
Participants. 
 
You may remove 
a participant from 
your proposal by 
selecting Manage 
Participants. 



Application Outline (Continued) 
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The status indicator is red (not 
started), yellow (in progress), or 
green (marked as completed by 
you). 
 
Name of last person to edit that 
section. 
 
Most recent Date that section 
was edited and saved. 
 
The character count allows you 
to estimate the number of pages 
you have completed. Remember, 
there is an 15 page limit for the 
narrative proposal and a 2 page 
limit for the transmittal letter.  
There are about 50,000 to 
60,000 characters in 15 pages 
(3300 to 3900 characters per 
page). 



Writing Proposal Text 
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When you select to Edit 
any section of the 
assessment or cleanup 
grant proposal from the 
outline, a page like this 
opens.  
 
There are instructions 
from the proposal 
guidelines, HELPFUL 
HINTS, and a place for 
you to write the text for 
that section. 
 
To paste text in, copy from 
MSWord doc, click the 
“Paste from Word” button 
& follow directions (use 
Cntl/V to paste text in) 
 
Works best in Chrome & 
Firefox browsers (NOT 
Explorer!) 
 

Type the text for this section HERE 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When you select to Edit any section of the assessment or cleanup grant proposal from the outline, a page like this opens. 

There are instructions, helpful hints, and a place for you to write the text for that section.




Writing Proposal Text (Continued) 
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Type the text for this section HERE 

The character count for 
this section is here. 
Remember, there are 
about 3300-3900 
characters per page. 
 
You may use the green 
Comment button to add 
comments for others on 
your proposal team to 
read. 
 
Save your work 
periodically so as not to 
inadvertently lose it. You 
may also save and return 
to the proposal outline, or 
go back to the outline 
without saving by clicking 
on the appropriate green 
button. 

Finished 
with this 
section? 
Mark it as 
completed 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When you select to Edit any section of the assessment or cleanup grant proposal from the outline, a page like this opens. 

There are instructions, helpful hints, and a place for you to write the text for that section.
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TAB EZ ALSO HAS 
REQUIRED TABLES 

Demographics Information Table 



Export for Finalization & Submittal 
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Select to export all text, 
the proposal narrative 
only, or the transmittal 
letter only 
 
Export as a Word 
document to finish final 
editing and formatting. 
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Resources 

Find TAB EZ resources under 
the Resources tab. 
 
Search for documents using 
key words (e.g., “FY16,” 
“checklist,” “FAQ,” 
“statistics,” etc.) 
 
Select TAB EZ Resources and 
clear the search box to see 
all TAB EZ Resources. 
 
You will be able to access 
relevant documents from 
the grant application 
templates.  
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Resources – Helpful Hints 

Phone Connection: 866-299-3188 
Code: 2025661817# 

 



Tutorial 
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How to find the TAB EZ tutorial 



Scored Sections of Proposals 
(200 Points for Assessment in last round) 

• Community Need (50 pts) 
 

• Project Description and Feasibility of Success (50 pts) 
 

• Community Engagement and Partnerships  (35 pts) 
 

• Project Benefits (25 pts) 
 

• Programmatic Capability and Past Performance (40 pts) 



Scored Sections of Proposals 
(105 Points for Cleanup in last round) 

• Community Need (20 pts) 
 

• Project Description and Feasibility of Success (30 pts) 
 

• Community Engagement and Partnerships  (15 pts) 
 

• Project Benefits (20 pts) 
 

• Programmatic Capability and Past Performance (20 pts) 
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Proposal Writing Tips 

• Address Threshold Criteria ASAP 
• Contact EPA Regional staff regarding eligibility for site-specific assessment 

& cleanup applications 
 

• Document Up-front Progress: 
• Identifying brownfields, and possible ties to health, social, environmental 

and economic needs 
– This relates  the Community Needs Section 

• Redevelopment goals, assessment, cleanup progress to address needs 
– This relates to the Project Description Section 

• Partnerships & community engagement 
 

• Look at Sample Proposals and Statistics and Demographics, and 
Draft your Proposal in TAB EZ, and ask TAB to Review your 
Proposal! 
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TAB Contacts 
For Free Technical Assistance: 
 
 Blase Leven (TAB Program Coordinator) 
 785-532-0780 

baleven@ksu.edu 
 
 Beth Grigsby (TAB Contact for Ohio) 
 317-876-0200 
 grigsby@sme-usa.com 
 

 
 
  
Web site:  http://www.ksutab.org 
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     Ohio Brownfield Conference 
 
April 7, 2016 
Columbus, Ohio 
 
Kevin Dennis 
 
Field of Hope Community 
 Campus 
 
 



    

Vision 

           Food Pantry 
 
           Youth Center 
 
Long Term Drug Rehabilitation 
 
      Job Skills and Life Skills 



Passion 
 

I 
Believe 





      What a Bloomin Mess!! 



Work with OEPA Folks 
•  Do assessments 
•  Take their suggestions seriously! 
•Watch the Guard Frog 



Use TabEz 
 

 Vinton Baptist Church 
 EDIT NAME 
 Home > Grant Applications > Vinton Baptist Church  
 Before you submit your proposal(s) for a cleanup grant, please ensure all necessary 

documents are included in your submittal package. See the checklist for cleanup grants. 
Mailing instructions for your submittal can be found on page 22 of the guidelines. 

 * Section Requires Approval 
 Application area/section: 
 Last Contributor: 
 Date: 
 Status: 
 Char #: 
 Cleanup, Important Information, READ ME  
 III.C Threshold Criteria for Cleanup Grants  
 III.C.1 Applicant Eligibility  
 III.C.1.a Eligible Entity T.Still11/23/2011275 

                        

  

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 
 

https://www.tabez.org/Grant_Applications/Grant_Application_NameChange.php?aid=1157
https://www.tabez.org/
https://www.tabez.org/Grant_Applications/
https://www.tabez.org/resourcematerial/Cleanup_Grant_Proposal_Checklist.pdf
mailto:tyffanystill27@yahoo.com


Federal Regs?  No Fear! 
 

 Title 40: Protection of Environment 
Browse Next 
 

 PART 30—UNIFORM ADMINISTRATIVE REQUIREMENTS FOR 
GRANTS AND AGREEMENTS WITH INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER 
EDUCATION, HOSPITALS, AND OTHER NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATIONS 

 Section Contents 
 
Subpart A—General 
§ 30.1 Purpose. 
§ 30.2 Definitions. 
§ 30.3 Effect on other issuances. 
§ 30.4 Deviations. 
§ 30.5 Subawards. 
§ 30.6 Availability of OMB circulars 

http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr;sid=236f3999096353cdf226d2c58bf84bdf;rgn=div5;view=text;node=40:1.0.1.2.29;idno=40;cc=ecfr
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=236f3999096353cdf226d2c58bf84bdf&rgn=div5&view=text&node=40:1.0.1.2.28&idno=40
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=236f3999096353cdf226d2c58bf84bdf&rgn=div5&view=text&node=40:1.0.1.2.28&idno=40
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=236f3999096353cdf226d2c58bf84bdf&rgn=div5&view=text&node=40:1.0.1.2.28&idno=40
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=236f3999096353cdf226d2c58bf84bdf&rgn=div5&view=text&node=40:1.0.1.2.28&idno=40
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=236f3999096353cdf226d2c58bf84bdf&rgn=div5&view=text&node=40:1.0.1.2.28&idno=40
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=236f3999096353cdf226d2c58bf84bdf&rgn=div5&view=text&node=40:1.0.1.2.28&idno=40
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=236f3999096353cdf226d2c58bf84bdf&rgn=div5&view=text&node=40:1.0.1.2.28&idno=40


Work Late – Meet Deadlines 

         Drink More coffee 



  BROWNFIELD to the RESCUE !!! 



         Asbestos Abatement Crew 



        $183,900 of Brownfield Grant 

140,000 

14,000 

13,000 
8,000 7300 1600 

Asbestos Manage Consulting
Soil Supplies Conference



              Gymnasium Roof 
            Completed December, 2012 
 
 



Get Help & Resources 
Ohio Census Data 
Local Health Department 
Chamber of Commerce 
County Courthouse  
County Engineer’s Office 
Barber Shop 



                 Revitalization  
       Phase 1 – Roof Demolition 



Covered by the Blood 
$350,000 State of the Art standing seam metal roof 

 



First Recovery House Site 
10-14 Women 



     State of the Art Sewage Treatment  
       Plant 



 
Getting Gym Floor Ready 



Who Dunnit ?? 



*GOTCHA* 





Shameless Plug 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 GOD CAN 



Thank You! 
 
 Blase Leven (TAB Program Coordinator) 
 785-532-0780 

baleven@ksu.edu 
     www.ksutab.org 
 
 
 
 Kevin Dennis (FOH Executive Director) 
 740-794-1027 
 kevsanden@gmail.com 
     www.fohcomcamp.com 
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