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““From Emergency Response to Redevelopment” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keith Klein 
City of Dayton 

Community Perspective 



Ohio’s Industrial Legacy 
 
Dayton is typical of many Ohio cities… 
 
• Innovators - Home of the Wright Brothers 

& world’s first airplane factory 
 

• Entrepreneurs  
– 1911 “City of A Thousand Factories” 

 
• Global influencers - Historic industries: 

– Aerospace Manufacturing 
– Automotive Manufacturing 
– Cash Registers 
– Refrigerators 
– Printing & Paper 

 
 



Opportunities Abound 

• Today’s urban brownfields provide opportunities for 
tomorrow’s investment and development. 

 

• Revitalizing large anchor properties and legacy sites are key 
to Ohio’s future growth and success. 
 

 GE Aviation Epicenter 
(former NCR site) 



New Investment 
(over $3.5B in Dayton alone) 



Old Challenges 
• However, Ohio’s “Legacy Cities” are burdened with 

disproportional risks and challenges: 
 

– Visual and Physical Blight 
– Environmental Contamination (real or perceived) 
– Disinvestment and Disenfranchisement 
– Loss of Population and Industry 
– Lack of Developable Space 
– Cost burden on the current taxpayers 

 



“For safety of the fire crews, DP&L was 
called to shut off power. At most, 
firefighters said more than 550 residents 
were without power while crews fought 
the flames. 
“I can’t cook food. I can’t heat. My 
apartment is cold now. I’m freezing,” 
said Josh Koleff. 
WDTN - February 16, 2016 

Example: Deeds Avenue Fire 



Example: Howard Paper Fire 
“Soon, there were six engines and four ladder 
companies fighting the flames, including more 
than 40 firefighters, fire Lt. John Strukamp 
said.” 
Dayton Daily News- June 4, 2009 



U.S. EPA Emergency Responses 

 
 

DAYTON ELECTROPLATE 1040 Valley Street 

DAYTON TIRE & RUBBER CO 2342 W. Riverview Avenue 

CUSTOM CHROME PLATING  828 Hall Avenue 
REPUBLIC ENVIRONMENTAL 
SYSTEMS, INC   636 N. Irwin Street 

HARRIS-THOMAS INDUSTRIES 126 Harshman Street 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROCESSING 
INC 416 Leo Street 

MULTI-SERVICE 1962 Radio Road 

NITRON PLATING  612 Springfield Street 
SUPERIOR CLEANING 
SOLUTIONS  1224 North Keowee Street 

METPRO TECH BLDG 1801 Home Avenue 

TRUPAR INC 2901 W. Third Street 

MUTUAL TOOL AND DIE  725 Lilac Avenue 



EPA Emergency Response Map 

Notice how the sites are dispersed throughout the community. 



Example: Dayton Electroplate 
• “October 11, 1996, USEPA conducted a site 

investigation and noted the presence of approximately 
110 full to partially full plating vats and tanks 
containing spent electroplating solutions totaling 
approximately 105,000 gallons.  
 

• The wastes were observed in four plating lines in two 
buildings on-site. Plating vat waste contained highly 
concentrated solutions of cyanide (53,000 ppm), 
chromium, zinc, nickel, and chromic acid.  
 

• Additionally approximately two hundred and fifty 
(250) drums were observed.” 

 
* Source: Phase I Report, Keramida Inc., 2012 



Example: Dayton Electroplate 
• Highly visible location near 

Dayton Children’s Hospital 
and Route 4. 
 

• Site perceived by the 
community to be very 
hazardous, even after 
cleanup, and yet… 
 

• Too small to be a high 
priority for the City, or to 
attract the attention of 
potential developers. 
 

• Result: The property was a 
vacant, ugly eyesore for 
nearly 20 years. 
 





 



 



 



 



 

NEGOTIATING CLEANUP PROGRAM 



 



 







Environmental Perspective  



Harris Thomas Industries Dayton, Ohio 



Harris Thomas Industries Site, Dayton 



Harris Thomas Industries 



Harris Thomas Timeline 

Site Abandoned in 2006 
On February 2, 2012 USEPA Gets involved due to call from Fire Department 
February 2-3 the imminent threat of PCB Transformer spill is resolved 
USEPA Completed Site Investigation March 2012 
USEPA Time Critical Removal initiated on October 23, 2013 
Removal Completed on February 11, 2013 
Site was foreclosed on by Montgomery County  in 2014 
Site was purchased by developer in 2014 
JobsOhio Phase II Grant was awarded in April 2015 
Property under lease and option to purchase 
Phase II and Soil Remediation completed in August 2015 
 
  



Key Environmental Challenges 

• Asbestos; 
• Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs); 
• Semi-Volatile Organic Compounds (SVOCs); 
• Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs); 
• Metals; 
• Dioxins; 
• Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons (TPHs)  



to do about these sites? 



P.S. From Damaged to DaVinci 
The Dayton Electroplate project was a 
catalyst that helped bring  together 
community leaders from the City, CityWide 
Development & Dayton Children’s Hospital 
to rebrand and re-energize the Old North 
Dayton neighborhood. 



Thank you! 
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