
Community Engagement 2.0 

2016 Ohio Brownfield Conference 
Thursday, April 7, 2016 

10:10 a.m. 



Forging New Links 

Formed in 2012, the Trumbull County Brownfield Coalition  is an outgrowth of 
successful redevelopment in Mahoning County, Trumbull’s neighbor to the south.  Led 
by the Western Reserve Port Authority, the Coalition applied for and received a 
$600,000 US EPA Brownfield Assessment Grant. 
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TCBC’s Public Engagement Strategy 

• Build partnerships with 
local agencies  

• Reach out to all groups 
adversely affected by 
brownfields. 

• Generate meaningful 
conversations. 

• Change attitudes about 
brownfield 
redevelopment  
 



Community Stakeholders 

1. Elected Officials 
2. Realtors 
3. Property Owners 
4. Residents 



1. Politicians 



MRC Mayor’s Association 







MRCI Accomplishments  
(Trumbull + Mahoning Counties) 

• Over 1200 acres inventoried, mapped, and 
characterized. 

• Secured $12.6M to environmental planning, 
assessment/remediation work 

• 230 acres have been or are being remediated 
• Secured $22.94 M for infrastructure projects 
• Secured 3.4 M for environmental 

enhancement projects 
 



2. Real Estate Round Table 



3. Property Owners 



4. Residents 



 



 



 







Former RG Steel Site 



 











 



Former St. Joseph’s Hospital Site 



 





Abandoned Gas Stations 



Golden Triangle 





 



Long Exposures 





 



 



Abandoned Government Building 



Poetry Night 
Rust Belt Poets & 

Writers 





Not by purpose did I come to this moon-face place. 
Here the river bends westerly and the broken finger  
of a lost wall wind-bitten, crumbles  
to dust under the song of a lonely bird. 
  
Veiled by long grasses,  
and guarded by the old bones of steelmaking, 
this death place asks, but I stumble  
where my father worked his life away,  
and I my young hot summers: 
Republic Steel, rolling Plant # 16 
  
Thirty years before the birth of my daughter in water,  
on a day neither wet nor dry, I wore shiny boots,  
then felt the slapping heat of men working hard; 
a sparrow swallowed by the sounds of fire, shit and goddamn! 
  
The gas lighted inheritance of hard men,  
a killing ground spread along stained concrete. 
Trailing ladles of spitting fire, hissing boils, 
Concrete, and stained by blood soaked cotton ear 
plugs.  
  
Scarred men cooked Alleghany lime,  
Lake Superior Iron-stone and Virginia 
Manganese. 2900 degrees.  
Eyes burned to tears.  
  
Tin buildings, rusting garden of fallen earth,  
broken and bent concrete cathedral, cracked  
and unyielding, rebar coiled holding the sky 
and everywhere,  brick: red brick…glazed kiln brick,  
burnished heat waves,  scathed ashen earth, 
silent now, but for the sound of air.  
 



Urban Opportunity 2.0 - Visions of Potential 



Kent State CUDC 
Design Charrette 



Education Sessions that were not 
successful for TCBC 

• Local Builder’s Association 
• Local Philanthropic Organization 
• Neighborhood Groups 



Results of FY13 US EPA Brownfields 
Assessment Grant 

• County-wide brownfield inventory of over 70 
sites 

• Urban Setting Designation within the City of 
Warren 

• 6 Phase I Environmental Site Assessments 
• 4 Phase II Environmental Site Assessments 
• 4 Asbestos Surveys 
• $75,000 EDA Planning Grant in target area 
• New advocates for brownfield redevelopment 
 







Who else can we engage? 
Youth 



Historical Society 



Neighborhood Groups 



Sarah Lown, Manager of Public Finance  
Western Reserve Port Authority 
slown@westernreserveport.com 
 
Nick Coggins, Communication and Program Manager 
Western Reserve Port Authority 
ncoggins@westernreserveport.com 
 
Julie Edwards, Planner 
Trumbull County Planning Commission 
pcedward@co.trumbull.oh.us 
 
Catherine Kliorys, Economic Development Strategist 
AECOM 
catherine.kliorys@aecom.com 
 
 
 

Questions & Contacts 

mailto:slown@westernreserveport.com
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